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STRANDS IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The major areas of study in Religious Education courses in Catholic secondary schools are
organized into six distinct but related strands, which usually will be integrated in a variety of
teaching strategies. These strands do not represent discrete units of study. They are expressed in
such a manner as to suggest a variety of ways to integrate themes.

Strand SC: Sacred Scripture

Sacred Scripture, a gift of God’s revelation, has a privileged place in Religious Education courses.
As a primary source of God’s revelation, the Bible records the covenantal relationship between
God, the Jewish people, and the Christian Church.

As a document of faith developed within the believing community, the Bible is read and
interpreted within the Church in continuity with centuries of tradition and in communion with the
living reality of the contemporary people of God. In reading, listening, and praying with the Bible,
students learn of the loving presence of God in all creation. The Scriptures are the inspired word
of God, a living witness to the faith experience of other human beings and a revelation of God’s
love for all of Creation and our responses.

Since the Bible is a literary work, many of the learning outcomes in this strand involve the skills of
literacy. These include an understanding of literary forms and genres, identification of the author
and audience as essential to the writing process, the use of critical approaches to the reading of
Sacred Scripture, and the recognition of various literary themes within the various books of the
Bible.

For Catholics, “the Gospels are the heart of the Scriptures because they are our principal source
for the life and teaching of the Incarnate Word, our Saviour” (Catechism of the Catholic Church,
no. 125). These testimonies of faith are a privileged resource for meeting the person of Jesus and
learning about the good news of salvation.

Evangelization... transmits Revelation to the world, [and] is also brought about in
words and deeds. It is at once testimony and proclamation, word and sacrament,
teaching and task. Catechesis, for its part, transmits the words and deeds of
Revelation; it is obliged to proclaim and narrate them and, at the same time, to make
clear the profound mysteries they contain. Moreover, since Revelation is a source of
light for the human person, catechesis not only recalls the marvels worked by God in
the past, but also, in the light of the same Revelation, it interprets the signs of the
times and the present life of [humankind], since it is in these that the plan of God for
the salvation of the world is realized. (39)
General Directory for Catechesis (1997)



Strand PF: Profession of Faith

Young people need help to put their faith into words. They should be able to express what they
believe in language that is common to believers around the world and across the centuries.
Essential to the Catholic tradition are the Church’s creeds, doctrinal statements, and the
authoritative teachings of the Magisterium.

Students should achieve a genuine understanding of these teachings so that their learning is not
simply a memorizing of formulas but is an intelligent articulation of their faith in a language that is
appropriate to both the Catholic tradition and to their age and ability.

While it is very much a personal matter, our Catholic faith is not a private relationship between
the individual and God. It is a faith lived out in community — from family to parish and school, to
neighbourhood, and to the world community of believers. The Church’s creeds and doctrinal
statements bind us together in a community of faith seeking understanding. The communal
relationship within the Holy Trinity serves as a foundation and model for all community
relationships: God with us, humankind with God, humans with each other and the rest of
creation.

This communitarian relationship is at the heart of the Church’s commitment to development and
peace and service to the world. In Catholic secondary schools therefore, Religious Education
courses contribute to the preparation for and understanding of the meaning of moral
commitment to beatitude living, communal worship and the social teachings of the Church,
especially in relation to the common good of society and the coming of God’s reign.

Strand CM: Christian Moral Development

The modern world is characterized by a multiplicity of values, philosophies, and ideologies. In the
democratic, pluralistic society that is Canada these perspectives may creatively interact and
reinforce one another, or they may compete with and contradict one another. What is potentially
lost amidst this plurality is the singular revelation of God through Jesus Christ and his Church.
Moreover, for the adolescent learner, this diversity of values may relativize Christian morality and
lead to ethical confusion or to secularism.

In the face of this situation, it is imperative that students be given the means with which to make
sound moral choices and judgements in both personal and social spheres of life. Critical thinking
and analytical skills assist in the efforts to integrate a Catholic worldview into decisions
concerning such moral issues as respect for life, poverty, violence, racism, stewardship, and care
for nature/environment.

Conversion to Jesus Christ implies walking in his footsteps. Catechesis must,
therefore, transmit to the disciples the attitudes of the Master himself. The disciples
thus undertake a journey of interior transformation, in which, by participating in the
paschal mystery of the Lord, “they pass from the old man to the new man who has



been made perfect in Christ.” The Sermon on the Mount, in which Jesus takes up the
Decalogue, and impresses upon it the spirit of the beatitudes, is an indispensable
point of reference for the moral formation which is most necessary today.
Evangelization which “involves the proclamation and presentation of morality,”
displays all the force of its appeal where it offers not only the proclaimed word but
the lived word too. This moral testimony, which is prepared for by catechesis, must
always demonstrate the social consequences of the demands of the Gospel. (85)
General Directory for Catechesis (1997)

Strand PS: Prayer and Sacramental Life

Students should be encouraged to pray with the same sentiments with which he
turned to the Father: adoration, praise, thanksgiving, filial confidence, supplication
and awe for his glory. When catechesis is permeated by a climate of prayer, the
assimilation of the entire Christian life reaches its summit. (38)

General Directory for Catechesis (1997)

This strand includes all of the various ways that the Church expresses its faith in worship, whether
it be in personal prayer, liturgy or celebration. In many ways, it refers primarily to the actions that
demonstrate thankful awareness of God’s presence in the world.

At times, these actions will include the use of the rich prayer forms of the Catholic tradition. At
other times, they will include the use of the student’s own words in prayerful response to God’s
presence. And, at still others, they will include music, drama, meditation, and various art forms as
the vehicle through which reverence can be expressed.

As well, the unfolding of the liturgical year provides many learning opportunities concerning the
use of religious symbols and ritual within the school setting. Likewise, the liturgical year affords
the opportunity for participation and study of the Church’s sacramental life. Through the
celebration of Eucharist and the experiences of religious education, students have opportunities
to embrace more fully the commitment of their Confirmation in the faith.

Sacraments are visible signs of the presence and action of God. On the basis of this generic
definition, Jesus is understood as the pre-eminent sacrament, whose life made visible the action
of God in an unparalleled manner. In turn, the Church is the sacrament of Christ, making his
teachings and his saving grace visible across all cultures and through successive generations. The
seven sacraments signify and accomplish God’s loving initiative to lead people to wholeness by
interceding at significant moments of their lives from birth through maturity to death.

“Catechesis is intrinsically bound to every liturgical and sacramental action” ...For
this reason, catechesis, along with promoting a knowledge of the meaning of the
liturgy and the sacraments, must also educate the disciples of Jesus Christ “for
prayer, for thanksgiving, for repentance, for praying with confidence, for community
spirit, for understanding correctly the creeds...”, as all of this is necessary for a true
liturgical life. (86)



Congregation for the Clergy,
General Directory for Catechesis (1997)

Strand FL: Family Life Education

Christian education in the family, catechesis and religious instruction in schools are,
each in its own way, closely interrelated with the service of Christian education of
children, adolescents, and young people. (76)

Family catechesis precedes... accompanies and enriches all forms of catechesis. (226)
General Directory for Catechesis (1997)

Catholic Family Life Education is a multi-disciplinary curriculum area, designed to promote the
Christian formation of children and adolescents in authentic human values related to personhood.
The role of the school should be that of assisting and completing the work of parents, furnishing
children and adolescents with an evaluation of sexuality as value and task of the whole person,
created male and female in the image of God.

The bishops of Ontario have identified Family Life Education as a required curriculum strand
comprising approximately twenty percent of the Religious Education curriculum at the secondary
level, since both areas of study are concerned with the integration of Gospel values into the
whole pattern of human life. Classroom instruction in Family Life Education provides
opportunities for the holistic formation of students according to a Christian vision of personhood,
relationship, and sexuality. This strand draws upon the disciplines of theology, life sciences, and
the social sciences. Within these, moral theology, biology, and developmental psychology are
especially significant.

Students will study three areas in Family Life Education (Personhood, Relationships, and
Sexuality), to support the direction given in the OCCB’s 1996 message to the Catholic education
community, entitled “Family Life Education for Secondary Students.”

Family Life Education therefore is a distinctive feature of Religious Education in Catholic
secondary schools in its biological, medical, psychological, and moral aspects. It is the intention of
Family Life Education to assist students in the development of understanding and personal
attitudes toward the Christian vision of human relationships and sexuality as integral to the
person, created in the image of a life-giving and loving God.!

For this reason, Family Life Education recognizes and affirms the primary and central role of the
family in the formation of character, moral development, and attitudes toward sexuality.

1 Adapted from Family Life Education for Secondary Students: A Message to the Catholic Education Community, a
publication of the Assembly of Catholic Bishops of Ontario, 1996, pp. 4-6.



Likewise, Family Life Education recognizes the need for students to share life related experiences
within clearly established boundaries related to the public nature of the classroom setting.

Strand RI: Research and Inquiry

A well-rounded education in religious education is about much more than just providing students
with knowledge of facts. A deep understanding of and fluency in the subject cannot be evaluated
solely in terms of students’ ability to use specialized terminology, memorize isolated facts, or
repeat a theory. Rather, students must be given opportunities to develop the skills and habits of
mind needed to analyse, synthesize, and evaluate information. Not only do these skills underpin
critical thinking and allow students to extend their understanding of religious education, but they
are also useful in students’ everyday lives and will help them in pursuing their postsecondary
goals.

Within the overall process of education, special mention must be made of the
intellectual work done by students. Although Christian life consists in loving God and
doing his will, intellectual work is intimately involved. The light of Christian faith
stimulates a desire to know the universe as God's creation. It enkindles a love for the
truth that will not be satisfied with superficiality in knowledge or judgment. It
awakens a critical sense which examines statements rather than accepting them
blindly. It impels the mind to learn with careful order and precise methods, and to
work with a sense of responsibility. It provides the strength needed to accept the
sacrifices and the perseverance required by intellectual labour. (49)
The Congregation for Catholic Education,
The Religious Dimension of Education in a Catholic School (1988)

All courses in religious education outline required learning related to research and inquiry skills. In
religious education, these skills are employed within the broader context of our Christian faith.
The expectations in this strand describe the skills that are considered to be essential for all types
of research and inquiry in the discipline. These skills apply to, and should be developed in
conjunction with, the content of all the other strands of the course.

The research and inquiry skills are organized under subheadings related to the four stages of
inquiry — exploring, investigating, processing information, and communicating and reflecting.

e Exploring skills include the ability to identify and refine topics, identify key concepts, and
formulate effective questions to guide inquiry.

e Investigating skills include the ability to create research plans; develop research tools;
locate relevant sources; and formulate hypotheses, research questions, or thesis
statements.

e Processing information skills include the ability to assess sources, organize and synthesize
findings, document sources, and formulate conclusions.

e Communicating and reflecting skills include the ability to use appropriate modes of
communication for a specific purpose and audience. This set of skills also includes the



ability to reflect on the research process in order to identify steps for improvement. In the
context of religious education, theological reflection refers to the Christian’s search for
meaning and understanding of life in the context of our relationship with God.

Skills in these four areas are not necessarily performed sequentially. Inquiry may begin in any one
of the areas, and students will tend to move back and forth among the areas as they practise and
refine their skills.

Teachers should ensure that students develop their research and inquiry skills in appropriate ways
as they work to achieve the curriculum expectations in the other strands of the course. In some
courses, it may be appropriate for students to develop research and inquiry skills as they
complete a major research project. In others, students might develop these skills as they read and
interpret texts, assess texts for bias and perspective, and communicate their findings. In either
case, skills development must be assessed and evaluated as part of students’ achievement of the
overall expectations for the course.



Grade 10 Christ and Culture, HRE 20

Open

Course Description

This course both invites and challenges the adolescent to personalize the Gospel values and
social justice principles that guide Catholics in understanding their role in shaping culture as
disciples of Jesus. Students will explore such foundational topics as: what it means to be
human, created in God’s image, what is culture, Christ and culture, living together in solidarity,
social justice, prayer and sacrament, friendship and intimacy. Connections between the living
Church and contemporary culture are explored in terms of what it means to be a responsible
Christian adolescent in a secularized, pluralistic world.

Pre-requisite: None



Overall Expectations

Big Ideas

Guiding Questions

Scripture

SC1. Core Teachings: Identify the Christian
Scriptures as the primary source of
knowledge about Jesus; [CCC nos. 80-81;
103-104; 120-127; 131-133; 949-953]

The Christian Scriptures
reveal to us the person and
teachings of Jesus.

SC2. Understanding Sacred Texts:
Investigate in the Gospels the teachings of
Jesus as an invitation to grow toward
wholeness/holiness by living as his faithful
disciples, reaching out to others; [CCC nos.
115-119; 131-133; 457-460; 494; 541-546;
618; 678; 782; 790-791; 1373; 1439; 1503-
1505; 1716-1724; 1789; 1970; 2030; 2052-
2055; 2443-2449; 2559, 2608; 2610; 2613;
2616; 2667; 27591 ]

The teachings of Jesus invite
us to b faithful disciples who
reach out to others and find
wholeness / holiness in him.

SC3. Sacred Texts and Contemporary
Culture: Explain the “good news” of the
Gospel story, the Acts of the Apostles and
Paul’s letters as the story of God’s saving
love for humanity. [CCC nos. 515; 544-546;
1226; 1816; 1825; 2414; 2447; 2559; 2613;
2831; 2839; 2843]

The Gospels, Acts of the
Apostles and Paul’s letters
reveal to us God’s saving love
for humanity.

‘What can you discover about Jesus
and his teachings through the
Gospels? Through the Acts of the
Apostles? Through the Letters?
What does it mean to be a faithful
disciple of Jesus who reaches out to
others? How does responding to
Jesus’ invitation to be his disciple
help us to find wholeness and grow in
holiness? How can exegesis assist us
in understanding the Gospels?

What is the “good news” of the
Gospel? What do the Acts and Paul’s
writing say about God’s saving love
for humanity and how the disciples
presented the Good News to different
peoples? How can hermeneutics
assist us in understanding the
Gospels?

Profession of Faith

PF1. Faith Foundations: Demonstrate that
God’s Self-gift in Jesus, as Messiah,
established a New Covenant with us; [CCC
nos. 36; 50-53; 65; 430-440; 577-578; 595-
628; 651-655; 1701; 1965-1974]

Jesus as Messiah established a
New Covenant with us.

PF2. Faith Seeking Understanding:
Analyze the role of the Holy Spirit in the lives
of the early Church, the People of God, who
were the first witnesses in God’s plan for
salvation; [CCC nos. 687-701; 736; 781-786;
946-948; 963-972; 1695; 1830-1832]

The Church has a role to play
in God’s plan, with the Holy
Spirit as the guide.

PF3. Faith Lived: Demonstrate a profound
understanding for the dignity [CCC no. 2258]
and mystery of the human person, [CCC nos.
27;356-368; 1700-1709], known, loved and
redeemed by the grace of God [CCC nos.
1996-2005]

As God’s image, we possess a
profound dignity and are
redeemed by God’s grace.

What did Jesus live and proclaim to
establish a New Covenant with us?
What is the meaning of the Paschal
Mystery?

How does the work of Jesus, through
the Holy Spirit, continue in the world
through the Church, the People of
God? The Communion of Saints?
Knowing that we as humanity
possess a profound dignity, how does
this affect our view of ourselves and
our relationships to others? How is
God’s grace revealed and lived by
us?




Christian Moral Development

CM1. Foundations: Analyze the importance
of freedom and social justice, and impact of
sin on our personal and collective lives, by
researching and applying the teachings of
Jesus to their own culture and own life
situations; [CCC nos. 299; 341; 386-389; 396-
409; 678; 1705-1709; 1730-1754; 1846-1864;
1928-1942; 2094; 2419-2425; 2443-2444;
2447]

Articulate and apply an
understanding of social justice
and sin from Jesus’ teachings.

CM2. Seeking Understanding: Demonstrate
a knowledge of the principles of Catholic
Social Teaching in the social encyclicals of
the Church as witnessed through our saints in
holiness and apply their importance for moral
decision-making; [CCC nos. 279-301; 2012-
2015; 2415-2425; 2683-2684]

Identify the principles of the
Catholic Social Teaching in
the social encyclicals and how
our saints lived out these
principles and how we can as
well.

CMa3. The Moral Life: Explore how the
charisms of ‘saints’ and founders of religious
communities have aided humanity, showing
us how to exercise our charisms received in
Baptism. [CCC nos. 799-801; 951; 1877-
1889; 1905-1917; 2683-2684]

Explore how saints and/or
religious communities in our
society that have promoted
social justice and challenged
us to do the same.

How are you called to live knowing
what Jesus taught us about social
justice? In what ways does Jesus
desire to heal us of our sin? How do
the corporal and spiritual works of
mercy relate to justice and love?
What are the principles of the
Catholic Social Teaching that the
Church upholds? How did the saints
live these out in holiness? How can
you apply the principles of justice to
life situations?

Who are the witnesses in our
community who advocate social
justice? How can this assist you in
discerning your own vocation?

Prayer and Sacramental Life

PS1. Prayer: Demonstrate an understanding
of devotional prayers and other prayer forms
as supports for our liturgical/sacramental life;
[CCCnos. 971; 1159-1162; 2098; 2559-2565;
2585-2589; 2626-2643; 2659-2660; 2673-
2679; 2685-2691; 2700-2719, 2767-2772]

Discover devotions and other
prayer forms (e.g., the Rosary,
Stations of the Cross,
Christian meditation).

PS2. Sacraments: Demonstrate an
understanding of sacramentals [CCC nos.
1667-1673] and the Sacraments [CCC nos.
774-776; 1084; 1127-1129; 1131] of
Eucharist [CCC nos. 1322-1405],
Reconciliation [CCC nos. 1420-1470; 1480-
1484] and Anointing of the Sick [CCC nos.
1499-1525] as they relate to healing, and the
role of sign, symbol and ritual in the
celebration of each; [CCC nos. 1145-1152]

Develop a deeper
understanding of the
sacraments of Eucharist,
Reconciliation and Anointing
of the Sick as they relate to
healing, and the role of
sacramentals, sign, symbol
and ritual in each.

What are the various prayer forms
that a person can use in deepening
their relationship with God as Father,
Son and Holy Spirit?

How does the Eucharist and the
Sacraments of healing address the
needs of our human condition? How
do sacramentals, signs, symbols and
rituals assist us in our faith life?

Of the various Christian spiritualities
that exist, to which are you most
attracted and why? What could your
Christian vocation look like as a lay
person?




PS3. Living out Prayer and Sacrament:
Describe and contrast the richness of the
different spiritualities that exist in our Church
and why they developed. [CCC nos. 782; 799-
801; 897-913; 925-933; 951-953; 2003-2004;
2650-2651;2683-2690; 2697-2719; 2742-
2745]

Explore and contrast the
various spiritualities that exist
in our Church.

Family Life

FL1. Living in Relationship: Examine
healthy patterns of relating with a focus on
friendship, intimacy, sexuality,
communication, boundaries, consent and
having a healthy sense of self; [CCC nos.
1822-1832;2093-2094; 2196; 2288-2291;
2302-2306; 2337-2347; 2351-2356; 2443-
2449; 2475-2487; 2514-2527]

Explore what is meant by
intimacy and sexuality, and
the various signs of healthy
and unhealthy relationships.

FL2. Growing in Commitment: Explain
how the reciprocal self-giving relationship
within the Holy and Life-Giving Trinity
informs our understandings of our
commitments to others; [CCC nos. 234; 253-
256; 260; 356-361; 543-546; 694; 1179;
2302-2306; 2331-2336; 2559-2561; 2652]

Recognize the sacredness of
the human person created in

God’s image and explore how

we are to model this.

FL3. Created Sexual: Explain the place of
sexuality in God’s plan for humanity and the
various ways its role or expression may be
distorted. [CCC nos. 355; 369; 589; 1427-
1428; 2331-2356; 2514-2526]

Explore the meaning and
beauty of sexuality and how
its role or expression may be
distorted.

What is meant by intimacy and
sexuality? What needs to be
considered to develop healthy
relationships? What are the signs of a
healthy/unhealthy relationship? What
strategies can be used to support,
restore or end relationships?

How are we sacred? Knowing that we
are sacred, how does that affect one’s
self-understanding and how one
relates to another?

What is meant by sexuality? How
may the role and expression of
sexuality be distorted?

Research and Inquiry Skills

RI1. Exploring: Explore topics that make
connections between Church and culture, and
formulate questions to guide research;

(Gaudium et Spes, par. 53)

Explore topics and formulate
questions to initiate the
research and inquiry process.

RI2. Investigating: Create research plans,
and locate/select information relevant to
chosen topics, using appropriate social
science and theological research and inquiry
methods; (Gaudium et Spes, par. 5, 40, 54 and
94)

Creating research plans and
locating information are
integral to investigation.

RI3. Processing Information: Assess,
record, analyse, and synthesize information
and connections gathered through research
and inquiry;

Inquiring about information,
with higher order thinking
connections, is essential for
research.

What are some ways to locate reliable
sources of information?

How can one collect relevant
qualitative and quantitative data,
evidence, and information?

What is the relevance of the collected
data, evidence, and information?
What are the implications?

How can applications of the results of
research be communicated
effectively?




RI4. Communicating and Reflecting:
Communicate the results of their research,
inquiry, and higher order thinking
connections clearly and effectively, and
reflect on and evaluate research, inquiry,
thinking, and communication skills while
utilizing theological reflection.

Reflecting on, evaluating,
communicating, and
considering how to apply
research results and thinking
connections as important next
steps in research and inquiry.




Features of the Resource

Course Code ™

Unit Title

/
/

Guiding Questions,
Teacher Prompts and
Learning Focus — from

Policy document

Topic Title
\ / g
COURSE: HRE20
Guiding Question(s):

What can you discover about the Christian Scriptures?

UNIT 1: SCRIPTURE AND JESUS

Teacher Prompt(s):

What are the major sections of the Bible? How are we to understand the Bible? Which ‘books’

Learning Focus

|l E:

Overall & Specific
Expectations

SC1. Core Teachings: Identify the

Christian Scriptures as the primary
source of knowledge about Jesus;

The New Testament (Christian Scriptures) reveal to us the person and teachings of Jesus

SC1.1 demonstrate an understanding of the major
sections of the Bible (e.g., Hebrew Scriptures-

Pentateuch, Wisdom, Prophets; Christian Scriptures-
Gospels, Acts, Paul's Letters, Catholic Letters, Revelation) |

[CCC nos. 80-81; 103-104; 120-127;

OCSGE and
Catholic Social Teaching

CGE1c - actively reflects on God’s Word
as
Hebrew and Christian scriptures

Evidence of Learning

Students will identify the major parts of the Bible and be able to explain how it is organized.

Background
Information for
Teacher

—

Can be used for
students

J (for teacher reference ~ can be adapted for student use)

Materials

¢ New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition of the Bible

Before: Getting Started (consider time lines)

Sample Discussion Questions: What is the Bible?

V.

/

Suggested Activities
& Assessment = |

During: Action — Working on it

After: Consolidate, Debrief, Reflect and Connect

Assessment / Evaluation

—

Differentiated Instruction

Strategies, Resources, and Accommodation’s

Home Activity or Further Classroom Consolidation




COURSE: HRE20

UNIT 1: SCRIPTURE AND JESUS

TOPIC 1: The Bible

Guiding Question(s):

What can you discover about the Christian Scriptures?

Teacher Prompt(s):

What are the major sections of the Bible? How are we to understand the Bible? Which
‘books’ interest you the most at this point in your life? Explain.
How is the Bible ‘inspired” and ‘inerrant’?

Learning Focus

The New Testament (Christian Scriptures) reveal to us the person and teachings of Jesus

Overall Expectations

Specific Expectations

SC1. Core Teachings: Identify the
Christian Scriptures as the primary
source of knowledge about Jesus; [CCC
nos. 80-81; 103-104; 120-127; 131-133;
949-953]

SC1.1 demonstrate an understanding of the
major sections of the Bible (e.g., Hebrew
Scriptures- Pentateuch, Wisdom, Prophets;
Christian Scriptures- Gospels, Acts, Paul's
Letters, Catholic Letters, Revelation) [CCC no.
120]

OCSGE'’s

Catholic Social Teachings

CGE1c - actively reflects on God’s Word
as communicated through the Hebrew
and Christian scriptures

Human dignity is the foundation of all the
principles of our social teaching. We believe that
every person is precious, that people are more
important than things, and that the measure of
every institution is whether it threatens or
enhances the life and dignity of the human
person. (United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops)?

Evidence of Learning

Students will identify the major parts of the Bible and be able to explain how it is organized.

2 Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-

social-teaching.cfm
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Background

Students come into the Grade 10 Religion course with varied Backgrounds. Their
understanding of Scripture may be limited, or they may not recall what they have already
been taught. It might be prudent to begin the unit by engaging in dialogue with students
about Scripture.

e How are we to understand the Bible?

e Who wrote the Bible? (Many different people over time all inspired by God; CCC no.
105 “God is the author of Sacred Scripture. “The divinely revealed realities, which
are contained and presented in the text of Sacred Scripture, have been written
down under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.”

e Where can you find the primary sources of information about Jesus in the Bible?
(New Testament, Gospels)

e CCCno. 120 describes the list of sacred books. This complete list is called the canon
of Scripture

e How are we to understand the Bible? (CCC nos. 134-141 All Sacred Scripture is but
one book, and this one book is Christ.... "The Sacred Scriptures contain the Word of
God and, because they are inspired, they are truly the Word of God. Interpretation
of the inspired Scripture must be attentive above all to what God wants to reveal
through the sacred authors for our salvation. ... The unity of the two Testaments
proceeds from the unity of God's plan and his Revelation. The Old Testament
prepares for the New and the New Testament fulfills the Old; the two shed light on
each other; both are true Word of God. The Church has always venerated the divine
Scriptures as she venerated the Body of the Lord: both nourish and govern the
whole Christian life.)

e What does it mean to say Scripture is “inerrant”? (CCC no. 136. God is the author of
Sacred Scripture because he inspired its human authors; he acts in them and by
means of them. He thus gives assurance that their writings teach without error his
saving truth.)

o New Revised Standard Version of the Bible. This is the text approved for liturgical
use in Canadian Catholic churches, and so is the one used in this course.

e Paul wrote most of the letters in the New Testament

e What's the difference between a "Catholic Bible" and a "Protestant Bible"?
Catholic and Protestant Bibles both include 27 books in the New Testament.
Protestant Bibles have only 39 books in the Old Testament, however, while Catholic
Bibles have 46. The seven books included in Catholic Bibles are Tobit, Judith, 1 and 2
Maccabees, Wisdom, Sirach, and Baruch. Catholic Bibles also include sections in the
Books of Esther and Daniel which are not found in Protestant Bibles. These books
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are called the deuterocanonical books. The Catholic Church believes these books to
be inspired by the Holy Spirit.3

Materials

¢ New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition of the Bible
e Student Activity/Worksheets as appropriate

o Scavenger Hunt

TOPIC Activities and Process

Before: Getting Started (consider time lines)

Begin the class with a prayer. Consider choosing a prayer that reflects the liturgical season
you are in.

Consider having a discussion with the students about what they remember about the bible.
Sample discussion questions could include:

e What is the Bible?

e How is the Bible organized? What are the major sections?

e Why do you think the Bible is sometimes described as a library of books? (You may
use the image below for discussion)

3 Questions about the Bible, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops,
http://www.usccb.org/bible/understanding-the-bible/fag.cfm
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Pastoral Letters Catholic Letters Apocalyptic
*These letters were written by Paul. Others may have been written by his disciples.

This is a helpful image of the all the books of the Bible in order, according to various
categories that each book falls into. Copyright © Saint Mary's Press. This image may be
saved, printed or downloaded for personal and educational (non-commercial) use. All other
uses require written permission from the publisher.

Review the table of contents in the Bible; identify any of the names you are familiar with.

During: Action — Working on it

Have the students use their bibles (either digital or book) to answer the questions Activity:
Scavenger Hunt

If time permits, consider taking the on-line bible quiz from the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops: http://www.usccb.org/bible/understanding-the-bible/study-
materials/articles/quiz-on-the-new-american-bible.cfm While the quiz is based on the New
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American Bible (which is the translation that Catholics in the United States of America use),
the questions can be answered using any New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), Catholic

edition as well.

After: Consolidate, Debrief, Reflect and Connect

Brief discussion about new learnings on Bible

Assessment / Evaluation

Thumbs up — quick check of student understanding

Differentiated Instruction

Strategic grouping

Students can access Bible passages online

Students who have difficulty writing can be partnered with another student.

Strategies
e Read Aloud
e Prompts

e Independent Reading
e Note making
e Discussion

Resources
e Bible
e Digital

e Handouts
e Notes

Accommodations

e Digital resources

e Reduced
questioning

e Extratime

e Graphic Organizers

e Handouts

e Assistive
Technology

Home Activity or Further Classroom Consolidation

Challenge students to explore the various digital bibles available
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Activity: Scavenger Hunt

Using the New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition of the Bible, answer the following
questions.

Hint: You may want to use the index and the introduction to each section of the Bible.

Name the first five books of the Bible in order.

What are the two names given to the first five books of the Bible?
How many books are there in the Bible?

What are the two main divisions in the Bible?

Where are the stories about Jesus found in the Bible?

Name the last book of the Bible.

What are the first four books of the Christian Scriptures?

What are the names of the Gospels?

O e Nk WN R

Who wrote most of the letters in the New Testament? What are the other letters
sometimes called?

10. Name five prophets.

11. What is the first story in the Bible?

12. What does NRSV stand for?
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COURSE: HRE20

UNIT 1: SCRIPTURE AND JESUS

TOPIC 2: The Gospels

Guiding Question(s):

What can you discover about Jesus and his teachings through the Gospels?

Teacher Prompt(s):

Teacher prompt: Why and how did each Gospel come to be written? How and why does
each Gospel vary in terms of the life and teachings of Jesus?

The Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke are known as the synoptic Gospels. What does this
mean? How is the Gospel of John so different?

What do we learn about the person of Jesus in the Gospels?

Learning Focus

The New Testament (Christian Scriptures) reveal to us the person and teachings of Jesus

Overall Expectations

Specific Expectations

SC1. Core Teachings: Identify the
Christian Scriptures as the primary
source of knowledge about Jesus; [CCC
nos. 80-81; 103-104; 120-127; 131-133;
949-953]

SC1.2 Explain how the Gospels are the primary
source of information and understanding about
the person and teachings of Jesus [CCC nos. 103-
04; 125-127; 131-133]

OCSGE'’s

Catholic Social Teachings

CGElc - actively reflects on God’s Word
as communicated through the Hebrew
and Christian scriptures

CGEb5a - works effectively as an
interdependent team member

Human dignity is the foundation of all the
principles of our social teaching. We believe that
every person is precious, that people are more
important than things, and that the measure of
every institution is whether it threatens or
enhances the life and dignity of the human
person. (United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops)*

Preferential Option for the Poor: A basic moral
test is how our most vulnerable members are
faring. In a society marred by deepening

4 Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-
social-teaching.cfm
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divisions between rich and poor, our tradition
recalls the story of the Last Judgment (Mt 25:31-
46) and instructs us to put the needs of the
poor and vulnerable first.>

Evidence of Learning

Students will identify the major parts of the Bible and be able to explain how it is organized.

Background

Basic Outlines of the Four Gospels

Mark

Introduction: John the Baptist & Jesus (1:1-15, incl. the theme of Jesus’ preaching 1:14-15)
Early Ministry: healing & preaching to Jews in Galilee (1:16 — 6:52)

Expanded Ministry: mostly outside of Galilee to non-Jews (6:53 — 8:21)

Central Section: Jesus and his disciples “On the Way” to Jerusalem (8:22 — 10:52) (incl.
three passion predictions [8:31; 9:31; 10:32-34] framed by two healings of blind men)

Final Ministry: in Jerusalem, incl. Apocalyptic Discourse (11:1 — 13:37)
Passion Narrative: Last Supper, Trials, Crucifixion (14:1 — 15:47)

Conclusion: Report about the Empty Tomb (16:1-8) [Later endings added to Mark’s
Gospel: 16:9-20]

Material found only in Mark: 1:1 (Introductory Verse); 3:19b-21 (Jesus' Family Comes for
Him); 4:26-29 (Parable of Seed Growing of Itself); 7:31-37 (Deaf Man in Decapolis); 8:22-26
(Blind Man of Bethsaida); 14:51-52 (Young Man Runs Away after Jesus' Arrest); [16:14-18 -
Commissioning of the Eleven]

Matthew
Genealogy & Infancy Narrative: 1-2
Narrative: 3—4
First Discourse: “Sermon on the Mount”: 5-7
Narrative: 8-9

Second Discourse: “Missionary Instructions”: 10

> Ibid.
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Narrative: 11-12

Third Discourse: “Parables Collection”: 13
Narrative: 14-17

Fourth Discourse: “Community Instructions”: 18
Narrative: 19-22

Fifth Discourse: “Sermon on Eschatology”: 23-25

Passion & Resurrection Narrative: 26—28

Material found only in Matthew: 1:1; 1:18-2:23; 5:17-20, 21-24, 27-29, 31, 33-38, 43; 6:1-
8, 16-19; 7:6, 15-17, 28-29; 9:27-31, 35-38; 10:22-23; 11:1, 28-30; 13:24-30, 36-43, 44-
52; 14:28-31; 16:17-19; 17:24-27; 18:15-21, 21-35; 19:10-12; 20:1-16; 21:28-32; nearly
all of ch. 23; 25:1-13, 31-46; 27:3-10, 24-25, 52-53, 62-66; 28:11-15, 16-20

Material in other Gospels but significantly different in Matthew: 1:2-17; most of ch. 5-7
(esp. 5:3-12; 6:9-15; 7:15-20); most of ch. 10; 12:33-37; 16:13-23; much of ch. 18; 22:1-
14; 25:14-30.

Luke

Literary Preface & Infancy Narrative: 1:1 —2:52
Preparation for Ministry: 3:1—-4:13

Galilean Ministry: 4:14 —9:50

Journey to Jerusalem: 9:51—19:27

Jerusalem Ministry: 19:28 —21:38

Passion Narrative: 22:1—23:56

Resurrection Appearances & Ascension: 24:1-53

Material found only in Luke: 1:1-4; 1:5-2:52; 3:10-14; 4:14-30; 5:1-11; 6:24-26; 7:11-17;
8:1-3; much of 9:51— 18:14; 19:1-10; 19:39-44; 22:15-17, 31-32, 35-38; 23:2-16, 27-31,
34, 39-43, 46; 24:13-35, 36-49, 50-53 Material in other Gospels but significantly different in
Luke: 3:1-2, 23-38; 6:20-26; 7:36-50; 9:18-22; 11:1-8; 14:16-24; 19:12-27; 21:34-38;
22:15-38; 24:1-12
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John

Prologue: 1:1-18 (Logos Hymn: The Word in the Beginning with God; The Word becomes
Flesh)

The Book of Signs”: 1:19 — 12:50 (Wedding at Cana, Dialogue with Nicodemus, Samaritan
Woman at the Well, Healing at the Pool of Bethesda, Bread of Life Discourse, Man Born
Blind, Raising of Lazarus, etc.)

“The Book of Glory”: 13:1 —20:31 (Washing the Disciples' Feet, Farewell Discourses, Jesus’
Prayer, Passion Narrative, Crucifixion Scene, Resurrection Appearances, esp. to Mary
Magdalene and Thomas)

Epilogue: 21:1-25 (Another Resurrection Appearance at the Sea of Tiberias/Galilee - added
later)®

Materials

¢ New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition of the Bible

e Student Activity/Worksheets as appropriate:
o Time Line Activity
o Steps of Gospel Development
Website:
e Fr. Felix Just, S.J. maintains a website with Catholic resources on Scripture:
http://catholic-resources.org

e The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has an in-depth section on the
Bible on their website: http://www.usccb.org/bible/index.cfm

TOPIC Activities and Process

Before: Getting Started consider time lines)

Begin class with a prayer.
Engage the student in a discussion.

Sample Discussion Questions:

e How and why does each Gospel vary in terms of the life and teachings of Jesus?
(sample answer: Each experienced Jesus’ teachings in different ways; they lived among
different communities, in different times, and had different perspectives (refer to
comparison chart).)

6 Basic Outline of the Four Gospels, by Felix Just, SJ http://catholic-resources.org/Bible/FourGospelOutlines.pdf
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(sample answer: The first three canonical Gospels share many of the same stories, much of
the same language, and most of the same ordering. The Gospel according to John is unique;
it contains speeches and stories not found in other Gospels. The Gospel according to John
does not contain any parables. )

Consider watching the video: “Where did the Bible Come From”
Breaking in the Habit, with Br. Casey Cole, OFM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AT5CoiOyaWo&t=41s

The Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke are known as the synoptic Gospels. What
does this mean? How is the Gospel of John so different?

During: Action — Working on it

Time Line Activity:

Events (in order)

Refer to Time Line Activity

Divide students into small groups (say of 3 or 4). Consider cutting apart the following
events and placing them in an envelope.

Have students place the following events in order.

Once they have confirmed they have the correct order, have them create a visual
timeline on chart paper or www.padlet.com depicting how the Gospels evolved.

Jesus spent the last three years of his life teaching about the kingdom of God (the
Good News of salvation)

After Jesus’ death and resurrection, his Apostles and Disciples spread the Good
News throughout the world.

As the original Disciples began to die, Christian communities began to write down
the stories of Jesus.

About 30 years after Jesus’ resurrection, the Gospel of Mark (a disciple of the
Apostle Peter) was written.

About 10 to 20 years after Mark, the Gospels of Matthew (the Apostle) and Luke
(disciple of Paul) were written.

About 10 years after the Gospels of Luke, the Gospel of John (the Apostle) was
written.

These four canonical Gospels (Church authorized) were copied, saved, and handed
down for over two millennia.
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Stages of Gospel Formation.

Brainstorm with students, what they believe would be happening at each of these phases or
steps in terms of how the Gospel was developed. Can use the student activity sheet Steps
of Gospel Development Activity to provide a visual.

Guide students to arrive at the following responses:

Oral

e Stories of past events were transferred from one generation to the next by word of
mouth through stories, poems and songs.

Written

e Once written language was developed, oral traditions were recorded.

Edited

e Asstories were re-read and retold over the years, they were often edited to
help readers understand the context in which events happened.

After: Consolidate, Debrief, Reflect and Connect

Have students briefly summarize their learning

Assessment / Evaluation

Informal verbal feedback

Differentiated Instruction

Strategic grouping; Access to a digital bible Partner students (especially those who have
challenges with writing)

Strategies Resources Accommodations
e Read Aloud e Bible e Reduced

e Prompts e Digital questioning
e Independent Reading e Video e Extratime
e Note making e Handouts e Assistive

e Discussion e Notes Technology

Home Activity or Further Classroom Consolidation

Look at the Gospel readings for the current liturgical year.
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Time Line Activity

» Insmall groups, decide the order of the following events.

» Create a visual timeline on using a line similar to the one shown, on chart paper
or www.padlet.com depicting how the Gospels evolved.

Events:

e About 10 to 20 years after Mark, the Gospels of Matthew (the Apostle) and Luke
(disciple of Paul) were written.

e After Jesus’ death and resurrection, his Apostles and Disciples spread the Good News
throughout the world.

e About 30 years after Jesus’ resurrection, the Gospel of Mark (a disciple of the Apostle
Peter) was written.

e These four canonical Gospels (Church authorized) were copied, saved, and handed
down for over two millennia.

e Jesus spent the last three years of his life teaching about the kingdom of God (the Good
News of salvation)

e About 10 years after the Gospels of Luke, the Gospel of John (the Apostle) was written.

e As the original Disciples began to die, Christian communities began to write down the
stories of Jesus.
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Steps of Gospel Development Activity

Edited

Written

What is happening at each stage of Gospel development?

How did the Gospels get edited?
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COURSE: HRE20 UNIT 1: SCRIPTURE AND JESUS

TOPIC 3: The Good News

Guiding Question(s):
What is the “good news” of the Gospel?

What do the Acts and Paul’s writing say about God’s saving love for humanity and how the
disciples presented the Good News to different peoples?

Teacher Prompt(s):

What is meant by culture? What do the Acts of the Apostles and Paul teach us? With this new
understanding, how can you live these teachings in our world today?

What can you learn from the Acts of the Apostles and Paul’s writing about God'’s saving love
for humanity and how the disciples adapted to different peoples? What kind of attitudes are
we called to have towards others?

Learning Focus

Good News of the Gospels and Acts of the Apostles

Overall Expectations Specific Expectations

SC3. Sacred Texts and Contemporary

SC3.2 examine specific passages from the Acts of
Culture: Explain the “good news” of the

the Apostles (e.g., Philip Preaches in Samaria- 8.4-
Gospel story, the Acts of the Apostles | 55 phjlip and the Ethiopian Eunuch- 8.26-40, The

and Paul’s letters as the story of God’s Council of Jerusalem- 15.12-21, Paul baptizes his
saving love for humanity. Jailor- 16.31-33) and Paul’s letters (e.g., Paul

[CCC nos. 515; 544-546; 1226; 1816; Rebukes Peter- Galatians 2.11-14, Jews and
1825; 2414; 2447; 2559; 2613; 2831; Gentiles are Saved by Faith- Galatians2.15-21,
2839; 2843] Salvation is for All- Romans 10.5-21, Do Not Judge

Another- Romans 14.1-12, Paul’s request for slave
Onesimus’ freedom- Philemon) to understand
how the disciples expressed and responded to
God’s saving love for humanity in the cultures and
issues of their time [CCC nos. 1226; 1816; 2414]

RI3. Processing Information: Assess,
record, analyse, and synthesize
information and connections gathered
through research and inquiry;

RI3.2 record and organize information and
connections using a variety of formats (e.g.,
notes, graphic organizers, summaries,
audio/digital records)
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OCSGE’s Catholic Social Teachings

CGE1c - actively reflects on God’s Word as | Human dignity is the foundation of all the
communicated through the Hebrew and principles of our social teaching. We believe that
Christian scriptures every person is precious, that people are more
important than things, and that the measure of
every institution is whether it threatens or
enhances the life and dignity of the human
person. (United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops)’

Preferential Option for the Poor: A basic moral
test is how our most vulnerable members are
faring. In a society marred by deepening
divisions between rich and poor, our tradition
recalls the story of the Last Judgment (Mt 25:31-
46) and instructs us to put the needs of the
poor and vulnerable first.®

Evidence of Learning

Students can articulate what the Gospels and Paul’s works reveal to us.

Background

Gospels

When the word gospel appears in the New Testament, it is referring to the proclamation of
faith: the "good news" of Jesus Christ. Though we refer to the four gospel writers as
"gospels" there is only one Gospel of Jesus Christ and 4 "according to's" (The Gospel
according to...) (The Scripture Source Book for Catholics, 2007 ,p 41).

Acts of the Apostles

The Acts of the Apostles recounts the stories of the spread of the Christian faith from
Christ’s disciples in Jerusalem, to most of the ancient world. Acts was written by the
evangelist Luke. It shows the remarkable transformation that happens to Jesus’ followers as
they come to terms with the reality of his resurrection. When they receive the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost, they gain the courage, strength, and wisdom to carry their new faith beyond the

7 Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-

social-teaching.cfm

8 Ibid.
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communities of their own people. This new faith was not for a specific people, but was to be
shared with all the world. (United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2017,
http://www.foryourmarriage.org/what-is-the-acts-of-the-apostles/)

Letters

The library of the Catholic Bible contains 21 letters; most of which are attributed to St. Paul
or his followers. These letters were written to early Christians and Christian communities.
Letters were written to encourage faith, to teach the meaning of Jesus, and sometimes to
correct misunderstanding. Letters also helped manage relationships that existed over long
distances. Evangelists like Paul founded Christian communities, lived with them for some
time while teaching and healing and then travelled on to the next destination (Olsen, R. It
Began with a Promise. Novalis. 2013, pp 106-107).

Materials

¢ New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition of the Bible

e Student Activity/Worksheets as appropriate:
o Comparison of Acts of the Apostles and Paul’s Letters

TOPIC Activities and Process

Before: Getting Started (consider time lines)

Open class with a prayer
Begin by discussing with the students what they remember about the Apostle Paul.

Sample Discussion Questions:
e Of the 21 letters, how many were written by Paul? (13)
o The book immediately following the Gospels is called Acts of the Apostles. Who is
said to have written this account? (Luke)
e Where do we first meet Paul in the Bible? (in the Acts of the Apostles; he was
persecuting the early Christians)
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During: Action — Working on it

Comparison Activity

Use the Student Activity Comparison of Acts of the Apostles and Paul’s letters and a bible.
You may give the students the chart as a handout, project it on a screen, or write the
passages on chart paper or a white board.

e have students summarize the passages.

e have students describe how the disciples expressed and responded to God's saving
love for humanity in the cultures and issues of their time.

e ask students how we can live these teachings in today's society.

Once the chart is complete, discuss:
e The differences between the two types of writing.
e How the disciples adapt to different types of people they encountered?

e The kind of attitudes we are called to have towards others.

Acts of the Apostles
1. Philip Preaches in Samaria — 8.4-25

Philip proclaimed the Messiah to crowds in Samaria. Among them was a man who performed
magic for the people (Simon). All were amazed in the greatness of God including Simon.
Samaria had accepted the word of God.

2. Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch — 8.26-40

Philip encountered an Ethiopian Eunuch and the spirit of the Lord commanded Philip to sit
with him. After discussions on his chariot, the Eunuch commanded the chariot stop when
passing a body of water. There Philip baptized the Eunuch.

3. The Council of Jerusalem —15.12-21

Barnabas and Paul speak to the assembly about Gentiles who turn to God. They explain that
all people may seek the Lord.
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4. Paul baptizes his Jailor — 16.20-33

Paul and Silas were beaten and jailed and a jailor was to keep watch over them so they did
not escape. After an earthquake broke open the prison doors, the jailor was going to end his
life. Paul asks him not to kill himself and the jailor asks him what to do to be saved. Paul
responds by telling him to believe in the Lord. Paul baptized the jailor.

Paul's Letters
1. Paul Rebukes Peter- Galatians 2.11-14

Paul addresses Cephas (Peter) about his behaviour. He would eat meals with Gentiles until
certain people of James would appear. Paul confronts him about not acting consistently with
the truth of the Gospel.

2. Jews and Gentiles are Saved by Faith — Galatians 2.15-21

Paul describes that he has been crucified with Christ and that Christ lives. He lives in faith of
the Son of God otherwise Jesus would have died for nothing.

3. Salvation is for All = Romans 10.5-21

"Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved". And so, it is important that all
have the opportunity to hear, see, and proclaim the word of God. "How beautiful are the feet
of those who bring good news"

4. Do Not Judge Another — Romans 14.1-12

Do not pass judgement on our brothers and sisters. We will all stand before judgement in
front of God. Each of us are accountable to God.

5. Paul’s request for slave Onesimus’ freedom — Philemon

As a favour, Paul requests that Philemon forgives Onesimus and receive him back as a
beloved brother rather than a slave. Now they are brothers of Christ
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After: Consolidate, Debrief, Reflect and Connect

Take up the chart with the students.

Assessment / Evaluation

Formative feedback on the chart.

Differentiated Instruction

Access to a digital bible

Partner students (especially those who have challenges with writing)

Strategies Resources

e Read Aloud e Bible

e Prompts e Digital

e Independent Reading e Handouts
e Note making e Notes

e Discussion

Accommodations

Digital

Reduced
questioning

Extra time

Graphic Organizers
Handouts

Home Activity or Further Classroom Consolidation

Challenge the students to find out which letters are being read at Sunday mass.

36



Comparison of Acts of the Apostles and Paul’s letters

Reading Summary How the Disciples How can we live these
responded to God’s teachings in today’s
love world?

Acts 8:4-25

Acts 8:26-40

Acts 15:12-21

Acts 16:20-33

Galatians 2:11-14

Galatians 2:15-21

Romans 10:5-21

Romans 14:1-12

Philemon
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COURSE: HRE20 UNIT 1: SCRIPTURE AND JESUS

TOPIC 4: Exegesis

Guiding Question(s):

How can exegesis assist us in understanding the Gospels?

Teacher Prompt(s):

How can we be careful to avoid reading a Scripture passage out of context? Why is it
important to read a Scripture passage in the proper context?

What is meant by exegesis? Why is exegesis important? How can exegesis assist us in
understanding the Gospels?

What is the difference between the Social Teachings of the Church and the generic "social
justice" phrase used by secular groups?

Learning Focus

Interpretation of Scripture

Overall Expectations Specific Expectations

SC2. Understanding Sacred Texts: SC2.1 interpret the Gospels using the tools of
Investigate in the Gospels the teachings | exegesis (e.g., author’s community and purpose,
of Jesus as an invitation to grow toward | literary genres employed, effects of oral
wholeness/holiness by living as his tradition) [CCC nos. 115-119]

faithful disciples, reaching out to others;
[CCCnos. 115-119; 131-133; 457-460;
494; 541-546; 618; 678; 782; 790-791;
1373; 1439; 1503-1505; 1716-1724;
1789; 1970; 2030; 2052-2055; 2443-
2449; 2559; 2608; 2610; 2613; 2616;
2667; 2759¢.]

RI1.2 assess the ‘temperature’ of what is

happening in our world, paying attention to

lived experiences of people, and considering

issues that intersect with Catholic Christian

anthropology, sociology, and morality (e.g.,

engage in the Community Conversation [local,
RI1. Exploring: Explore topics that make

connections between Church and
culture, and formulate questions to
guide research; (Gaudium et Spes, par5,
40, 54 and 94l)

national and international social injustices that
are current]; the Sociological Conversation [look
at data and narratives]; the Moral Conversation
[See, Judge, Act]; and the Human Rights/Social
Justice Conversation [ensure solutions, rooted in

Rl4. Communicating and Reflecting:
Communicate the results of their
research, inquiry, and higher order
thinking connections clearly and

the Gospel, give priority to the poor])

38




effectively, and reflect on and evaluate RI4.2 use terms relating to Catholicism and

research, inquiry, thinking, and culture correctly (e.g., faith, Gospel values,
communication skills while utilizing discipleship, magisterium, dignity of the human
theological reflection. person, social justice teachings, holiness, sign,

symbol, ritual, vocation)

OCSGE’s Catholic Social Teachings

CGE1c - actively reflects on God’s Word | Human dignity is the foundation of all the

as communicated through the Hebrew principles of our social teaching. We believe that
and Christian scriptures every person is precious, that people are more

important than things, and that the measure of
every institution is whether it threatens or
enhances the life and dignity of the human
person. (United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops)?

Evidence of Learning

Students can use the tools of exegesis to explain biblical passages.

Background

How can we be careful to avoid reading a Scripture passage out of context? Why is it
important to read a Scripture passage in the proper context? The Catholic Education
Resource Centre has some information that might help. Refer to
http://www.catholiceducation.org/en/religion-and-philosophy/apologetics/do-you-

read-the-bible-literally.html. Here is an explanation of how scripture should be

interpreted with the author’s intention in mind.

From Material provided by Rev. Felix Just, S.J., at http://catholic-resources.org

What is meant by exegesis? Father Felix Just, S.J. explains exegesis as the “careful
investigation of the original meaning of texts in their historical and literary
contexts”. http://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Exegesis.htm

Why is exegesis important? As Father Felix Just, S.J., notes “the process basically
involves asking analytical questions about various aspects of the texts and their
contexts”

9 Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-

social-teaching.cfm
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e How can exegesis assist us in understanding the Gospels? Father Felix Just says that
“it means asking ‘critical’ questions, based oncriteria’ that are as clear, careful, and
objective as possible.”

Materials

¢ New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition of the Bible

e Student Activity/Worksheets as appropriate
o Similarities and Differences in the Gospels
o Resource on the Resurrection accounts in the 4 Gospels
o Images of Jesus

TOPIC Activities and Process

Before: Getting Started (consider time lines)

Begin class with a prayer.

Discuss with the students the difference between reading scripture literally and
contextually. Sample Discussion Questions:

1. Review the concepts of understanding scripture literally versus contextually.

2. Have students (either individually or as a class) read a bible passage and interpret it
both literally and contextually.

For example:
e Read “The Parable of the Lost Sheep” in Luke 15:1-7.
e Describe the literal interpretation of the parable.

e Describe the parable contextually. Keep in mind the social and cultural
conditions of the time and place in which the parable was written. (i.e. farming
would have been a common way of life therefore this would be an appropriate
context for Jesus to use when telling stories about God's love for us).

e Identify 2 symbols in the parable and explain what each represents. (i.e. the
sheep and the shepherd).
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During: Action — Working on it

Begin by watching the video: “How to Read the Gospels (Narrative Approach)
Breaking in the Habit, with Brother Casey Cole, OFM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4B4k5CWdeRM

Next, engage the students in comparing the various Gospels. Use the student activity sheet
Similarities and Differences in the Gospels to assist with this task. Encourage students to

use the bible, bible commentaries, and any biblical notes in their bibles to assist. Students
are asked to identify the similarities, differences, reasons for similarities, and reasons for
differences in the following groupings. Consider putting students into groups for the
activity.

Matthew 5:1-12 (the Beatitudes) and Luke 6:17-23 (First Sermon — The Beatitudes).
Both have similar phrases “Blessed are...”. Luke’s form is shorter than Matthew’s
because he has not filled out the discourse, as Matthew has done, with additional
sayings on allied subjects and he has not included much material, notably about the
Law, which would not interest non-Jewish readers.*°

Matthew 13:1-9 (Discourse of Parables — Parable of the Sower) and Luke 8:5-15
(Parable of the Sower). Very similar accounts, with a minor difference in Luke of the
sower using his “own” seed. This suggests a shared oral tradition of the parable,
which was then written down by both authors.

Birth Narratives in Matthew (Matthew 1:1-2:23) and Luke (Luke 1:26-2:38).
Matthew begins with the genealogy from Abraham to show that Jesus is a rightful
descendant. These names would be very familiar to his Jewish audience. Joseph
wants to informally divorce Mary, according to Jewish law. The visit of the angel
fulfills the message from the prophet Isaiah; King Herod discerning where Jesus was
to be born, is a fulfillment from the prophet Micah. The flight into Egypt parallels the
journey that Joseph and his family endured in the Old Testament. In Matthew’s
Gospel, the infancy narratives are from Joseph’s point of view; in Luke, they are
from Mary’s. Luke begins as well with the Annunciation, then the visitation to
Mary’s cousin Elizabeth (mother of John the Baptist — whose story is told in parallel
to Mary’s), and then to the birth first of John and then Jesus. It includes the visit of
the shepherds, the circumcision and presentation of Jesus in the Temple. Luke wrote
to a gentile audience who were not as familiar with the Old Testament stories like

Matthew’s audience.

10 Commentary notes in New Jerusalem Bible, Luke 6:20-23 (Doubleday and Company, 1985).
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e Matthew 6:24 and Luke 16:13 — these verses speak about Jesus saying you cannot
be the slave of both God and of money. Their similarity speaks to a common source
of oral tradition, and of the common phrases in the Synoptic Gospels.

e Resurrection stories in the 4 Gospels. Father Felix Just, SJ has a summary of the
stories: For reference refer to Resource on the Resurrection Accounts in the Four

Gospels

Gospel Portrait Activity

Ask students to work on the activity Images of Jesus

Objective: To explore the concept of gospel portraits as it relates to the Gospels.
Task: Create a short advertisement for one of the following audiences.

Christians in Rome (Suffering Saviour — From the Gospel of Mark)
Jewish People (Teaching Saviour — From the Gospel of Matthew)
Gentiles (Compassionate Saviour — From the Gospel of Luke)

AN N NN

All people (Life Giving Saviour — From the Gospel of John — Language
and imagery must be emphasized)

Their goal is to communicate an understanding of what image of Jesus would appeal to
your assigned Gospel community.

Give students a timeline for completion. Once completed, have students group together
according to the Gospel community they have been assigned. Students will share their
advertisement with peers and provide feedback to group members. Students will have
the opportunity to add to or take away from any elements that were included on their
advertisement. Each group can then present their advertisements to the class.

After: Consolidate, Debrief, Reflect and Connect

e Have students make connections between contextual understanding and the
importance of exegeses as it relates to the activities they have completed.

Assessment / Evaluation

Peer feedback
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Differentiated Instruction

Access to a digital bible

Partner students (especially those who have challenges with writing)

Strategies

Prompts

Independent Reading
Discussion

Internet / technologies

Resources
e Bible
e Digital

e Handouts
e Notes

Accommodations

Extra time

Graphic Organizers
Handouts

Assistive
Technology

Home Activity or Further Classroom Consolidation

Using a Catholic biblical commentary, explore the Sunday Gospel readings. Who was the
author? Who were they writing to? Are there parallel stories in other Gospels?
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Similarities and Differences in the Gospels

Figure 1: Jesus Stilling the Tempest by James Tissot.

The calming of the storm is found in the Synoptic Gospels, but not in the Gospel of John.

Identify the similarities, differences, reasons for similarities, and reasons for differences in the

following sets of Gospel passages:

o Matthew 5:1-12 and Luke 6:17-23

o Matthew 13:1-9 and Luke 8:5-15

o Birth Narratives in Matthew and Luke

o Matthew 6:24 and Luke 16:13

o Resurrection stories in the 4 Gospels
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Resource on the Resurrection Accounts in the Four Gospels

Event Mark Matthew Luke John

On Sunday morning, some Women Find Jesus 16:1-8 78:1-8 24:1-11 20:1-2, 11-
Tomb Empty 13

Peter and the Beloved Disciple Run to the Tomb (in
Luke: only Peter)

Jesus Appears to the Women (in John: only to Mary

Magdalene) [16:9-11]
The Guards Report back to the Authorities -

Jesus Appears to Two Disciples on the Way [16:12-
to Emmaus 13]

Jesus Appears to the Disciples on Sunday Evening in
Jerusalem

Jesus Appears again to the Disciples a Week Later
(with Thomas)

Jesus Appears to the Eleven as They Sat at Table
Jesus Appears to the Eleven on a Mountain in
Galilee (The Great Commission)

Jesus' Last Words and His Ascension to Heaven,
from Bethany

The Original Ending of John

Jesus Appears again to the Disciples at the Sea of
Tiberias

The Second Ending of John

Source: “Overview of the Resurrection Account in the Four Gospels” by Father Felix Just, SJ
http://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Resurrection.htm
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Images of Jesus

Figure 2: Composite Jesus

Objective: To explore the concept of gospel portraits as it relates to the Gospels.

Task: Create a one-page print advertisement for one of the following audiences. Your teacher
will assign the Gospel community to you:

v Christians in Rome (Suffering Saviour — From the Gospel of Mark)

Jewish People (Teaching Saviour — From the Gospel of Matthew)
Gentiles (Compassionate Saviour — From the Gospel of Luke)

All people (Life Giving Saviour — From the Gospel of John — Language and

DR

imagery must be emphasized)

Your goal is to communicate an understanding of what image of Jesus would appeal to your
assigned Gospel community.
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COURSE: HRE20

UNIT 1: SCRIPTURE AND JESUS

TOPIC 5: Passion Narratives

Guiding Question(s):

of the Apostles? Through the Letters?

What can you discover about Jesus and his teachings through the Gospels? Through the Acts

Teacher Prompt(s):

narratives?

human suffering?

What are the Passion narratives? What do we learn about Jesus through the Passion

What did Jesus live and proclaim in establishing the New Covenant with us? What is the
meaning of the Paschal Mystery? How and what can the Paschal Mystery teach us about

Learning Focus

The New Testament (Christian Scriptures) reveal to us the person and teachings of Jesus

Overall Expectations

Specific Expectations

PF1. Faith Foundations: Demonstrate
that God’s Self-gift in Jesus, as Messiah,
established a New Covenant with us; [CCC
nos. 36; 50-53; 65; 430-440; 577-578;
595-628; 651-655; 1701; 1965-1974]

PF1.4 analyze the Passion narratives (Paschal
Mystery) in the Gospels (e.g., Matthew 26.1-
27.56, Mark 14.1-15.41, Luke 22.1-23.49, John
13.1-19.37) to witness what we learn of covenant
through them [CCC nos. 595-628; 651-655]

OCSGE'’s

Catholic Social Teachings

CGE1b - reads, understand and uses
written materials effectively

CGE1c - actively reflects on God’s Word as
communicated through the Hebrew and
Christian scriptures

CGE5a - works effectively as an
interdependent team member

Human dignity is the foundation of all the
principles of our social teaching. We believe that
every person is precious, that people are more
important than things, and that the measure of
every institution is whether it threatens or
enhances the life and dignity of the human
person. (United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops)*!

11 seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-

social-teaching.cfm
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Preferential Option for the Poor: A basic moral
test is how our most vulnerable members are
faring. In a society marred by deepening divisions
between rich and poor, our tradition recalls the
story of the Last Judgment (Mt 25:31-46) and
instructs us to put the needs of the poor and
vulnerable first.12

Evidence of Learning

Students will be able to explain the meaning of the Passion Narratives

Background

Paschal Mystery — Refers to the Passion, Death, Resurrection, and Ascension of our Lord Jesus
Christ as an event that conveys the salvation of humanity (Cameron, M. Unfolding Sacred
Scripture, 2015, p 131)

Fulfillment in the New Testament — The Paschal Mystery is a study in fulfillment according to
divine plan. There are many explicit Old Testament references and allusions in the New

Testament. For example:

John 1.23 - He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 'make straight
the way of the Lord." Jesus is referencing Isaiah 40.3 - A voice cries out: “In the
wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our
God.

Luke 4.16-21 - When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to
the synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place
where it was written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the
Lord’s favor.” And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down.
The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them,
“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

Mark 14.18 - And when they had taken their places and were eating, Jesus said, “Truly |
tell you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.” Referring to Psalm 41:9
- Even my bosom friend in whom | trusted, who ate of my bread, has lifted the heel
against me.

2 1bid.
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— Luke 24:44 - Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you while | was
still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and
the psalms must be fulfilled.”

(The Scripture Source Book for Catholics, 2007, p.78-81)

Covenant — A central biblical idea suggesting the structure of the relationship between God
and Israel — a relationship based on promises, stipulations, and exchange of responsibilities
with rights and privileges (Cameron, M. Unfolding Sacred Scripture, 2015, Pp 131).

New Covenant - "Essentially the same as New Testament, but with several distinct
connotations. It is a sacred agreement instituted by God in the person of Christ. Itis a
completion of the Old Covenant that Yahweh made with the Jews. It is an eternal covenant
whose fulfillment is destined for heaven. It is a promise on God's part to confer the blessings
foretold in the Sermon on the Mount and at the Last Supper, provided the followers of Christ
are faithful in their generosity toward God." (CatholicCulture.org, 2017 -
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/dictionary/index.cfm?id=35108)

Catechism of the Catholic Church

619 "Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures" (I Cor 15:3).

620 Our salvation flows from God's initiative of love for us, because "he loved us and sent his
Son to be the expiation for our sins" (1 Jn 4:10). "God was in Christ reconciling the world to
himself" (2 Cor 5:19).

621 Jesus freely offered himself for our salvation. Beforehand, during the Last Supper, he both
symbolized this offering and made it really present: "This is my body which is given for you"
(Lk 22:19).

622 The redemption won by Christ consists in this, that he came "to give his life as a ransom
for many" (Mt 20:28), that is, he "loved [his own] to the end" (Jn 13:1), so that they might be
"ransomed from the futile ways inherited from [their] fathers" (I Pt 1:18).

623 By his loving obedience to the Father, "unto death, even death on a cross" (Phil 2:8), Jesus
fulfills the atoning mission (cf. Is 53:10) of the suffering Servant, who will "make many
righteous; and he shall bear their iniquities" (/s 53:11; cf. Rom 5:19).

Materials

¢ New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition of the Bible
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Student Activity/Worksheets as appropriate
o Passion Narratives

TOPIC Activities and Process

Before: Getting Started (consider time lines)

Begin class with a prayer.

Recount with the students what the word “covenant” means (a solemn promise between God

and humanity).

Discuss with the students what the Passion narratives are (the accounts of the suffering and

death of Jesus). What do we learn about Jesus through the Passion narratives? (among other

things, that he was willing to sacrifice his life in order to save us; Jesus is the New Covenant,

the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies).

During: Action — Working on it

This activity is focused on an analysis of the Passion Narratives. The intention is for the
students to “witness what we learn about the covenant through them”. The student activity
sheet Passion Narratives can be used as a means of presenting the task.

1.
2.

Divide the class into 4 groups.

Assign each group one of the Paschal narratives.
e Matthew 26.1-27.56

e Mark 14.1-15.41

o Luke 22.1-23.49

e John 13.1-19.37

Once they've come together as a group, have them divide up the reading even further.
Each of the Gospels will have different headings.

Have students group together smaller passages depending on how many students are
in each group or complete one Gospel as a class for smaller classes.

Instruct the students to summarize the events in their assigned Gospel. Then ask them
to analyze what they have read: What is the meaning of the Paschal Mystery? How
and what can the Paschal Mystery teach us about human suffering?

Each group then decides how they will present their Gospel summary. There are a
variety of options (and allow for others if appropriate):
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e Each member of the group creates an enlarged panel of a comic strip
(including images and some text). This can be done electronically or by
hand.

e Through Poetry, or Short Story, the events are summarized and analyzed
e Through a Dramatic presentation — Tableau, Skit, etc.

e Through a PowerPoint, Sway, or other electronic means

e Through a news report

Once the entire group creates their summaries they can present them in order to the class. By
the end of the activity, each student will witness the Paschal Mysteries from the perspective of
each Gospel.

After: Consolidate, Debrief, Reflect and Connect

Once the activity is complete, discuss what they have learned of covenant, through the Paschal
Mysteries.

Students may explain that Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice and so we are responsible
for living a life as Jesus taught us. We must remain faithful in order to honour the
covenant.

Assessment / Evaluation

Peer feedback on presentation

Differentiated Instruction

Strategic groupings; assistive technologies

Strategies Resources Accommodations

e Read Aloud e Digital e Computers

e Prompts e Bible e Reduced questioning
e Independent Reading e Handouts e Extratime

e Discussion e Notes e Graphic Organizers

e Handouts
e Assistive Technology

Home Activity or Further Classroom Consolidation

If the course is being taught close to Lent, consider working with the group at school to
present the Stations of the Cross
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Passion Narratives

Figure 3: Students performing the Stations of the Cross

There are 4 accounts of the Passion — one in each Gospel.
e Matthew 26.1-27.56
e Mark 14.1-15.41
o Luke22.1-23.49
e John 13.1-19.37
Your task:

e work with a group of students. Each group will be assigned a different Gospel account
of Jesus’ final days. You may choose to further divide up the reading of the Passion in
your Gospel.

e Summarize the events of Jesus’ Passion
e Explain what we learn about Jesus through this account
e Work with your group members to present the summary to the class. You might:
o Create a comic strip (either electronic or hand drawn)
o Write a poem or short story
o Create a dramatic presentation
o Use a computer program like PowerPoint, or Sway
o Design a news report

o Check with your teacher for other options
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COURSE: HRE20 UNIT 1: SCRIPTURE AND JESUS

TOPIC 6: Gospel and Relationships

Guiding Question(s):

What does it mean to be a faithful disciple of Jesus who reaches out to others? How does
responding to Jesus’ invitation to be his disciple help us to find wholeness and grow in
holiness?

Teacher Prompt(s):

Which Gospel passages reflect right relationship with God and how? Which Gospel passages
reflect having a right relationship with our neighbour? What is meant by ‘radical table
fellowship’?

If everyone lived the Golden Rule, would we live in a just society? Explain.

What does Jesus teach us through his interactions with people of other cultures?

Learning Focus

Having a right relationship with God in response to the Gospel call

Overall Expectations Specific Expectations

SC2. Understanding Sacred Texts: SC2.2 demonstrate a knowledge of the Gospel call
Investigate in the Gospels the teachings | to a right relationship with God (re: Covenant)

of Jesus as an invitation to grow toward | (e.g., Concerning Prayer- Matthew 6.5-15,
wholeness/holiness by living as his Prodigal Son- Luke 15.11-32, The Greatest

faithful disciples, reaching out to others; Commandment- Matthew 22.34-40) and
[CCC nos. 115-119; 131-133; 457-460; 494;

541-546; 618; 678; 782; 790-791; 1373; 1439;
1503-1505; 1716-1724; 1789; 1970; 2030;
2052-2055; 2443-2449; 2559; 2608; 2610;
2613; 2616; 2667; 2759f.]

neighbour (e.g., Parable of the Nations- Matthew
25.31-46, Golden Rule- Luke 6.31, Good
Samaritan- Luke 10.25-37, Samaritan Woman at
the Well- John 4.4-42, The Syrophoenician
Woman’s Faith- Mark 7.24-30, The Centurion’s
Faith- Matthew 8.5-13) [CCC nos. 541-546; 678;
1439; 1789; 1970; 2055; 2443-2449; 2608; 2610;

2613; 2616]
OCSGE’s Catholic Social Teachings
CGE1c - actively reflects on God’s Word Human dignity is the foundation of all the
as communicated through the Hebrew principles of our social teaching. We believe that
and Christian scriptures every person is precious, that people are more

important than things, and that the measure of
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every institution is whether it threatens or
enhances the life and dignity of the human
person. (United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops)®?

Evidence of Learning

Students can articulate what it means to have a right relationship with God

Background

What is meant by ‘radical table fellowship’?

e CCC 545 -Jesus invites sinners to the table of the kingdom: "l came not to call the
righteous, but sinners." He invites them to that conversion without which one cannot
enter the kingdom, but shows them in word and deed his Father's boundless mercy
for them and the vast "joy in heaven over one sinner who repents". The supreme
proof of his love will be the sacrifice of his own life "for the forgiveness of sins".

Which Gospel passages reflect right relationship with God and how?
o Matthew 6.5-15
o Matthew 22.34-40
Which Gospel passages reflect having a right relationship with our neighbour?
o The Greatest Commandment — Matthew 22.34-4
o Golden Rule- Luke 6.31
o Parable of the Nations — Matthew 25.31-46
o Good Samaritan — Luke 10.25-37

Background information on table fellowship can also be found in the “Be With Me” text
(Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, 1999). The story “Who Will Sit at the Table?” on
pages 47-48 can be used as well.

1. The story depicts banquets at the time of Jesus and how exclusive these events were.
At banquets, guests were ranked and separated based on their status.

2. This story can lead to discussion questions:

13 Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-

social-teaching.cfm
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o How did Jesus defy the exclusive way people socialized at banquets?

o Do we (as individuals and societies) show the same respect and care for
people of all races, religions or ethnic Backgrounds, of all economic status, of
all abilities, gender, and sexual orientation?

o What would change in our lives if we were to follow Jesus' example and be
more inclusive in our relationships?

o Jesus talked about inclusivity by using the image of a banquet. To this banquet
the rich and the poor, the powerful and the powerless, the pure and impure
were invited. In his culture, this image was shocking and challenging because it
was hard to imagine such a thing happening. What image do you think Jesus
would use to be more inclusive today?

3. This may lead to other activities/discussions/videos on inclusivity

Materials

¢ New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition of the Bible

e Student Activity/Worksheets as appropriate
o Children’s Story

TOPIC Activities and Process

Before: Getting Started (consider time lines)

Begin class with a prayer.
Discuss with students the Golden Rule (do unto others as you would have them do unto you).
Ask them if everyone lived the Golden Rule, would we live in a just society? Explain.

What does Jesus teach us through his interactions with people of other cultures? Consider
using the story of the Samaritan Woman at the Well (John 4:4-42) to make the point.

During: Action — Working on it

Students will use a children’s story and then reflect on some Gospel passages, in light of
relating them to a child today. A student activity sheet is provided, Children' s Story.

e Read "The Berenstain Bears and the Golden Rule" (by Stan Berenstain, Zonderkidz,
2008) to the class. Alternatively, watch the video of the story being read: Nana reads
The Berenstain Bears and the Golden Rule
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IEcHaVWV6Ls

e Have students review the following passages:

o The Greatest Commandment — Matthew 22.34-4
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o Golden Rule- Luke 6.31
o Parable of the Nations — Matthew 25.31-46
o Good Samaritan — Luke 10.25-3

e Have students, individually or in groups, create a short children's story that teaches
elements of the above passages in a creative way.

e Students can read stories to the class.

After: Consolidate, Debrief, Reflect and Connect

Discuss what it means to have a right relationship with God.

Assessment / Evaluation

Verbal feedback on children’s story.

Differentiated Instruction

Strategic grouping of students; use of digital resources; use on-line bibles

Strategies Resources Accommodations
e Read Aloud e Bible e Computers
e Prompts e Digital e Reduced questioning
e Independent Reading e Handouts e Extratime
e Discussion e Graphic Organizers
e Internet /technologies e Handouts
e Assistive Technology

Home Activity or Further Classroom Consolidation

Students can look at home for any children’s bibles they might have.
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Children' s Story

Your task is to:
e Read/listen to these Gospel passages
o The Greatest Commandment — Matthew 22.34-4
o Golden Rule- Luke 6.31
o Parable of the Nations — Matthew 25.31-46
o Good Samaritan — Luke 10.25-3

e Create a short children's story that teaches elements of the above passages in a creative
way.
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COURSE: HRE20 UNIT 1: SCRIPTURE AND JESUS

TOPIC 7: Life and Teachings of Jesus

Guiding Question(s):

What can you discover about Jesus and his teachings through the Gospels?

Teacher Prompt(s):

What are the key teachings Jesus provides to us regarding justice?

How are Jesus’ teachings of assistance to us in moral decision-making? If we did not hold the
importance of Jesus’ teaching when we make a moral decision, what could be the

repercussions?

How is justice an expression of Christ’s love? Explain. How are you called to live knowing

what Jesus taught us about social justice?

Learning Focus

The life and teachings of Jesus

Overall Expectations

Specific Expectations

CML1. Foundations: Analyze the
importance of freedom and social
justice, and impact of sin on our
personal and collective lives, by
researching and applying the teachings
of Jesus to their own culture and own
life situations; [CCC nos. 299; 341; 386-
389; 396-409; 678; 1705-1709; 1730-
1754; 1846-1864; 1928-1942; 2094;
2419-2425; 2443-2444; 2447]

CM1.1 demonstrate a knowledge of the life and
teachings of Jesus (re: references under Scripture
strand) in relation to justice [CCC nos. 678; 2443-
2444; 2447]

OCSGE'’s

Catholic Social Teachings

CGE1c - actively reflects on God’s Word
as communicated through the Hebrew
and Christian scriptures

Human dignity is the foundation of all the
principles of our social teaching. We believe that
every person is precious, that people are more
important than things, and that the measure of
every institution is whether it threatens or
enhances the life and dignity of the human
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person. (United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops)**

Evidence of Learning

Students can articulate basic elements of Catholic Social Teaching

Background

What are the key teachings that Jesus provides to us regarding justice?

e Every human being is created in the image of God and redeemed by Jesus Christ, and
therefore is invaluable and worthy of respect as a member of the human family.
(http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-

teaching/index.cfm)

e |f we are all members of one human family then we are responsible for each other in
all aspects of life.

What is a moral decision?

e Thereis a difference between a decision and a moral decision. This is a challenging
guestion as each of our morals have been shaped and developed in different ways.
Typically, a moral decision can have a negative or positive outcome depending on the
action we select.

Catholic Social Teaching is developed more deeply in the Unit on Christian Moral
Development. This topic serves as a biblical introduction to justice. If you prefer, you can
move this topic to the Christian Moral Development unit.

How are Jesus’ teachings of assistance to us in moral decision-making? Ask students to come
up with scenarios to answer the question (see example below).

e Ask students to think of Jesus' teachings, behaviours, relationships, and experiences
and explain how these can be beneficial in the moral decision-making process. For
example, Jesus was inclusive of everyone despite their Background, ability, gender,
political/economic status, sexual behaviour, and disease. Students may develop
scenarios, such as: "A new student joins the class 3 weeks into the semester. Before

she arrives, rumours surface that she is homeless. Because she is new and prejudged

14 seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-

social-teaching.cfm
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she has been isolated in all her classes and in public spaces of the school." Students
will then determine that if Jesus is guiding our decision-making process, we are
responsible to make sure that this new student feels welcome, safe and accepted.
Students will then reflect on their actual behaviour in similar situations.

If we did not hold the importance of Jesus’ teaching when we make a moral decision, what
could be the repercussions?

e Based on the scenarios they just developed, ask students to identify the
repercussions. For example, the student mentioned in the above scenario may not
want to attend school, may begin to feel poorly about herself and develop low self-
esteem or she may turn to groups that may welcome her but may not be in her best
interest (i.e. drugs, gangs, etc.).

Materials

¢ New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition of the Bible

e Student Activity/Worksheets as appropriate
o Principles of Catholic Social Teaching

o Social Justice Scenarios

TOPIC Activities and Process

Before: Getting Started (consider time lines)

Begin class with a prayer.

Consider watching the video: “Why Did Jesus Come?”, Breaking in the Habit, with Brother
Casey Cole, OFM, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0c5HXrx3hrY

Ask the students “How are you called to live knowing what Jesus taught us about social
justice?”

Development and Peace (the official Catholic aid agency) has designed some resources
explaining Catholic Social Teaching. Use the information on Principles of Catholic Social
Teaching to begin the conversation. Consider having the students look up the Principles of
Catholic Social Teachings at www.devp.org/en/cst. This will be a brief introduction as they
will delve further into this topic in the Morality Unit.
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Have them record (or provide for them) ten of the social teachings — Dignity of the Human
Person, Common Good, Solidarity, Preferential Option for the Poor, Stewardship of Creation,
Subsidiary and the Role of Government, Participation, Rights and Responsibilities, Economic
Justice, and Peace

During: Action — Working on it

Once they have reviewed the social teachings, ask students to identify which social teaching
has been broken in the following scenarios. Suggested responses have been included.
Students may find that other responses also fit appropriately. Have a discussion on how
these social teachings have been broken. The scenarios are provided on the activity sheet,
Social Justice Scenarios

1. Eric refuses to help other people out because he doesn’t feel that it benefits him
physically, financially, or emotionally. Common Good

2. A building is built without wheelchair access. Participation

3. The government refuses to give people their basic human rights because they are
afraid that they will take advantage of it. Role of Government

4. Adam constantly makes fun of Mike because of his skin colour and hair. Human
Dignity
5. A political leader refuses to let his countrymen have the food, drink, and medicine

that is being donated from other countries. Promotion of Peace

6. The 85 richest people in the world have more money than the bottom half of the
entire population. Solidarity

7. Dexter doesn’t donate to any developing nations because he doesn’t feel that he
needs to help people in other parts of the world. Preferential Option for the Poor

8. Deborah believes that the strongest people should rule over the weakest people so
that the weakest people can eventually be eliminated and will create a more
productive society. Economic Justice

9. The student council refuses to have an election and give the students their right to
vote because they want to stay in power. Rights and Responsibilities

10. Gavin refuses to turn the lights and water off in his apartment when they are not in
use because he doesn’t have to pay for it. Stewardship of Creation

After: Consolidate, Debrief, Reflect and Connect

Review basic principles of Catholic Social Teaching.
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Assessment / Evaluation

Informal feedback

Differentiated Instruction

Pair students for the scenarios; provide handout to students who need it.

Strategies

Read Aloud

Prompts

Independent Reading
Note making
Discussion

Internet / technologies

Resources

Bible
Digital
Handouts
Notes

Accommodations

e Computers

e Reduced
questioning

e Extratime

e Graphic Organizers

e Handouts

e Assistive
Technology

Home Activity or Further Classroom Consolidation

Connect with the school and/or parish social justice group for further activities that could

be done around the school.
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Principles of Catholic Social Teaching

Cathelic Secial Teaching covers all spheres of life = the economic, political, personal end spirilual

With human dignity at its centre, a holistic approach to development founded on the principles of CST is what
Pope Paul Vi calied ‘authentic development”. Explore the Catholic Social Teaching principles and how they guide
the work of DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE.

SUBSIDIARITY

& THE ROLE OF
GOVERNHENT

_ i)evelopment devp.org 1
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Social Justice Scenarios

Identify which social teaching has been broken in the following scenarios.

1.

10.

Eric refuses to help other people out because he doesn’t feel that it benefits him
physically, financially, or emotionally.

A building is built without wheelchair access.

The government refuses to give people their basic human rights because they are afraid
that they will take advantage of it.

Adam constantly makes fun of Mike because of his skin colour and hair.

A political leader refuses to let his countrymen have the food, drink, and medicine that
is being donated from other countries.

The 85 richest people in the world have more money than the bottom half of the entire
population.

Dexter doesn’t donate to any developing nations because he doesn’t feel that he needs
to help people in other parts of the world.

Deborah believes that the strongest people should rule over the weakest people so that
the weakest people can eventually be eliminated and will create a more productive
society.

The student council refuses to have an election and give the students their right to vote
because they want to stay in power.

Gavin refuses to turn the lights and water off in his apartment when they are not in use
because he doesn’t have to pay for it.
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COURSE: HRE20

UNIT 1: SCRIPTURE AND JESUS

TOPIC 8: Discipleship

Guiding Question(s):

What does it mean to be a faithful disciple of Jesus who reaches out to others? How does
responding to Jesus’ invitation to be his disciple help us to find wholeness and grow in

holiness?

Teacher Prompt(s):

The word disciple comes from the word discipline. Therefore, what is required of a disciple

of Jesus? What are key Scripture passages that teach us about what it means to be a

faithful disciple of Jesus? What do we learn from these passages about Christian

discipleship? What would it take for you to respond to Jesus’ invitation to follow him?

Learning Focus

Faithful discipleship

Overall Expectations

Specific Expectations

SC2. Understanding Sacred Texts:
Investigate in the Gospels the teachings
of Jesus as an invitation to grow toward
wholeness/holiness by living as his
faithful disciples, reaching out to others;
[CCCnos. 115-119; 131-133; 457-460;
494, 541-546; 618; 678; 782; 790-791;
1373; 1439; 1503-1505; 1716-1724;
1789; 1970; 2030; 2052-2055; 2443-
2449; 2559; 2608; 2610; 2613; 2616;
2667; 2759f. 2616; 2667; 2759f.

RI3. Processing Information: Assess,
record, analyze, and synthesize
information and connections gathered
through research and inquiry;

SC2.3 explain what it means to be a faithful
disciple of Jesus, which allows us to grow
towards wholeness / holiness (e.g., The
Annunciation- Luke 1.26-38, A Call- John 1.35-

51, Matthew 19.16-30; Conversion- Acts 9.1-19;

Baptism of the Holy Spirit- Matthew 3.11 and
Acts 8.14-17; Faith- Matthew 8.5-13, 17.20-21;
Forgiveness- Matthew 18.15-35; Prayer-
Matthew 6.7-17, 7.7-11, Luke 18.9-14, Mark
11.24-26, Jn. 14.12-14; Conditions- Matthew
16.24-28; A Mission- Matthew 10.1-15; To
Serve the Poor- Matthew 25.31-40) [CCC nos.
494; 618; 722; 782; 790-791; 1373; 1716-1724;
2030; 2052-2055; 2443-2449; 2559; 2613;
2759¢ ]

RI3.2 record and organize information and
connections using a variety of formats (e.g.,
notes, graphic organizers, summaries,
audio/digital records)
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OCSGE’s Catholic Social Teachings

CGE1c - actively reflects on God’s Word Human dignity is the foundation of all the

as communicated through the Hebrew principles of our social teaching. We believe
and Christian scriptures that every person is precious, that people are
more important than things, and that the
measure of every institution is whether it
threatens or enhances the life and dignity of
the human person. (United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops)?*®

Evidence of Learning

Students can articulate key aspects of discipleship

Background

e The word disciple comes from the word discipline. Therefore, what is required of a
disciple of Jesus?

To be a disciple means to follow someone or some ideal. Aspects of discipleship include
being a follower, to have discipline, and to be a believer. Service to others is the key to
being a follower of Jesus. Being a follower of Jesus involves risk and challenge. It also
involves strong faith. Society will react to you when you do what Jesus says to do and this
reaction may not always be positive.

Materials

¢ New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition of the Bible

e Student Activity/Worksheets as appropriate
o Biblical Discipleship

TOPIC Activities and Process

Before: Getting Started (consider time lines)

Begin class with a prayer.
Have a discussion with the students:

What does it mean to be a faithful disciple of Jesus?

15 Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-

social-teaching.cfm
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Find out if students are familiar with any stories about Jesus' disciples. Common examples
may include Mary Magdalene, Peter and Paul, the other Apostles and early Disciples.
Some students might suggest modern disciples of Jesus (e.g..Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., St.
John Paul II; St. Teresa of Calcutta, etc.). As the examples are provided, expand on why the
students chose these examples. Have students identify the characteristics of discipleship
found in the individuals.

What do we learn from these passages about Christian discipleship? What would it take for
you to respond to Jesus’ invitation to follow him?

Challenge students with modern day scenarios, for example, would you lead the cafeteria
in prayer when one of your peers was in the hospital? Determine how far students would
go to be a true disciple of Jesus. Ask students if they have any examples of how they have
showed true discipleship.

During: Action — Working on it

Divide students into 8- 9 groups (2-3 people each). Assign each group one of the following
passages of discipleship. Ask students to put themselves into the footsteps of the
disciple(s) in their passage. As a group, they are to write a personal reflection in the first
person about their experience, explain how it is challenging, incorporate the consequences
they would have faced, and the feeling they would have had. Have them present it to the
class. You may choose to complete the first passage together as an example. The student
activity sheet Biblical Discipleship can be used.

For example, speaking as Mary (The Annunciation — Luke 1.26-3):

Why has God chosen me? | am a virgin, no one will believe that | am bearing God's child.
What will Joseph think? He will leave me and | will be shamed. Though this will be a great
challenge in my life, | will be a servant of the Lord. | believe in Him and He believes in me.
Thank you for this gift and | know God will be with me during the difficult times.

1. The Annunciation — Luke 1.26-38

e Mary is called by the Angel Gabriel to bear a son named Jesus who will be
called the Son of Most High.

2. ACall-John 1.35-51 and Matthew 19.16-30

e Johnis sent out to baptize in the name of Jesus in hopes that Jesus would be
revealed to Israel. John declares “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world!"

3. Conversion — Acts 9.1-19

e Saul's conversion experience on his way to Damascus. In his journey he
transforms from persecuting Christians to becoming baptized.
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4. Baptism of the Holy Spirit — Matthew 3.11 and Acts 8.14-17;

e Peter and John went to Samaria and once the people accepted the word of
God, they placed their hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit.

5. Faith- Matthew 8.5-13, 17.20-21

e A Centurion's servant is healed because of his great faith.
e Faith of a mustard seed (the power of faith)

6. Forgiveness- Matthew 18.15-35
e The way we behave on earth and treat others will be granted to us in the
Kingdom of Heaven. When asked how often we should forgive, Jesus says
not seven times but seventy. This is further described in the Parable of the
Unforgiving Servant. A king pleads with his lord after not being able to pay
his debt, the lord forgives his debt. When one of the king's slaves is unable

to pay his debt to the king, he punishes the slave. The king is punished for
not treating his slave the way his lord treated/forgave him.

7. Prayer- Matthew 6.7-17, 7.7-11, Luke 18.9-14, Mark 11.24-26, Jn. 14.12-14

e  Our Father
e Ask, Search, and Knock — The Father gives to those who ask

e The parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector — be humble and God will
have mercy on you

e Believe that God will grant you what you need and forgive others so that
God will forgive your trespasses

e |f we believe in Jesus, we must act in His name.

8. Conditions- Matthew 16.24-28; A Mission- Matthew 10.1-15

e “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up
their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it,
and those who lose their life for my sake will find it."

e Jesus sends out his twelve apostles to cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse
the lepers, and cast out demons without payment.

9. To Serve the Poor- Matthew 25.31-40

e The way we treat our neighbours (the hungry, the thirsty, the lost, the
oppressed, the naked) is rewarded in the Kingdom of Heaven.
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e "Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are

members of my family, you did it to me."

After: Consolidate, Debrief, Reflect and Connect

Summarize key aspects of discipleship

Assessment / Evaluation

Informal feedback on presentation

Differentiated Instruction

Strategic pairing; use of technology with the Scripture passages; oral

Strategies

Read Aloud
Independent Reading
Note making
Discussion

Group activity

Resources
e Bible
e Digital

e Handouts
e Notes

Accommodations

Computers
Reduced
questioning

Extra time

Graphic Organizers
Assistive
Technology

Home Activity or Further Classroom Consolidation

Work with school or parish social justice club to highlight some modern day disciples
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Biblical Discipleship

Figure 4: Icon of Jesus taking leave of his disciples

Your task is to

v

v
v
v

read/listen to your assigned passage
put yourself into the footsteps of the disciple(s) in their passage.
as a group, write a reflection in the first person about the experience of the disciple

explain how it is challenging, incorporate the consequences they would have faced, and
the feeling they would have had.

The Annunciation — Luke 1.26-38

A Call = John 1.35-51 and Matthew 19.16-30

Conversion — Acts 9.1-19

Baptism of the Holy Spirit — Matthew 3.11 and Acts 8.14-17;

Faith- Matthew 8.5-13, 17.20-21

Forgiveness- Matthew 18.15-35

Prayer- Matthew 6.7-17, 7.7-11, Luke 18.9-14, Mark 11.24-26, Jn. 14.12-14
Conditions- Matthew 16.24-28; A Mission- Matthew 10.1-15

To Serve the Poor- Matthew 25.31-40
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COURSE: HRE20

UNIT 1: SCRIPTURE AND JESUS

TOPIC 9: Parables

Guiding Question(s):

What is the “good news” of the Gospel? What do the Acts and Paul’s writing say about

God’s saving love for humanity and how the disciples presented the Good News to different

peoples?

Teacher Prompt(s):

What does the parable tell us? Who was Jesus trying to teach? What was Jesus trying to

teach? What is the ‘good news’ of the Gospels? What were your key learnings from the

parable you retold? Who are modern-day ‘good Samaritans’?

Learning Focus

The Parables in the Synoptic Gospels

Overall Expectations

Specific Expectations

SC3. Sacred Texts and Contemporary
Culture: Explain the “good news” of the
Gospel story, the Acts of the Apostles
and Paul’s letters as the story of God’s
saving love for humanity. [CCC nos. 515;
544-546; 1226; 1816; 1825; 2414; 2447,
2559; 2613; 2831; 2839; 2843]

RI1. Exploring: Explore topics that make

connections between Church and
culture, and formulate questions to
guide research (Gaudium et Spes, par.
53);

RI2. Investigating: Create research

plans, and locate/select information
relevant to chosen topics, using
appropriate social science and
theological research and inquiry
methods (note Gaudium et Spes par. 5

and par. 54 for Church comments on
social sciences; also see Evangelii
Gaudium par. 40 and par. 94);

SC3.1 examine a few parables of Jesus in
relation to contemporary times (e.g., The Sower-
Matthew13.1-23, The Mustard Seed- Matthew
13.31-32, The Unmerciful Servant- Matthew
18.23-35, The Talents- Matthew 25.14-30, The
Sheep and the Goats- Matthew 25.31-46, The
Good Samaritan- Luke 10.25-37, The Rich Fool-
Luke 12.16-21, The Prodigal Son- Luke 15.11-32,
The Rich Man and Lazarus- Luke 16.19-31, The
Pharisee and the Publican- Luke 18.9-14) [CCC
nos. 515; 546]

RI1.3 identify key concepts and connections
(e.g., through discussion, brainstorming, use of
visual organizers) related to selected topics
(e.g., social justice, healing sacraments, mental
health, dignity of the person is being harmed,
pornography, anti-bullying, etc.)

RI3.2 record and organize information and
connections using a variety of formats (e.g.,
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notes, graphic organizers, summaries,
audio/digital records)

OCSGE’s Catholic Social Teachings

CGE1c - actively reflects on God’s Word Human dignity is the foundation of all the

as communicated through the Hebrew principles of our social teaching. We believe that
and Christian scriptures every person is precious, that people are more

important than things, and that the measure of
every institution is whether it threatens or
enhances the life and dignity of the human
person. (United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops)?®

CGE5a - works effectively as an
interdependent team member

Evidence of Learning

Students can explain the meaning behind sign of the parables

Background

e Parables invite us to make comparisons between a story from familiar everyday life, to
some other less evident (or perhaps hidden) reality. We need to discover for ourselves
the truth that is conveyed in the parable.

e Parables are meant to make us examine our own lives in light of the story and in light of
our Christian duty, and to question our attitudes, and our way of acting. People are free
to accept or reject the deeper meaning of the parable.

e Jesus' technique was to draw from common experiences of his listeners.
e The basic story elements grew out of the land, culture and family life of the people.

e These stories were filled with surprises. Jesus would take common occurrences of the
day and add a surprising twist. This kept his listeners alert or caught them off guard.
They made people reflect on the topics he taught.

e Forexample,

o The Lost Sheep (Matthew 18.12-14 or Luke 15.4-7) - The shepherd leaves 99
sheep in search of 1 lost sheep. Listeners would be surprised because no
ordinary shepherd would have considered risking the entire flock for the sake of
one sheep.

16 Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-

social-teaching.cfm
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o The Prodigal Son (Luke 15.11-32) - A father's young son leaves home and spends
his inheritance in a wild spree. The older son remains loyal to the father and
fulfills his responsibilities. The father throws a magnificent party for the younger
son when he finally returns after running out of money. Listeners expect the
father to compare the boys and for the father to reluctantly accept the younger
son. Listeners are sympathetic with the older son's anger about the situation

o With both these parables Jesus taught about God's boundless and forgiving love
for those who have gone astray.

o Godis so profound that it literally seems to defy common sense.
e Parables of Jesus contain four main themes:

o Description of the King — These deal primarily with God's nature, qualities, and
attitudes in dealing with people)

o "Kingdom" Responses — How we should act if we hope to "enter the Kingdom"

o Relationship with our Neighbours — address people's relationship with one
another and the world at large

o The Fulfillment of the Kingdom — refer to the future coming of God's Kingdom in
its fullness

(Source: Zanzig, Thomas. Jesus of History, Christ of Faith. Pp. 161-162)

Materials

¢ New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition of the Bible

e Student Activity/Worksheets as appropriate
o Parable Analysis

TOPIC Activities and Process

Before: Getting Started (consider time lines)

What does it mean to be a Good Samaritan?

The Samaritans are believed to have been descendants of intermarriages between Jews and
local gentiles. During the time of Christ, Samaritans were considered second-class citizens
and were looked down upon by the Jews.

During: Action — Working on it

Read the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10: 25-37)
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Understanding the culture of Jesus' day leads to a deeper understanding of this parable.
Samaritans and Jews did not associate with each other. While they shared belief in God,
they had different ritual practices. Jews considered the Samaritans to be "unclean." A Jew
would not touch a Samaritan because a Jew who did so would have to undergo ritual
cleansing. Even a non-Jewish audience would have been aware of this. Priests and Levites
took part in Jewish temple worship, and therefore would not have risked defiling
themselves by touching a Samaritan.

With this understanding, refer to the parable a second time. "A man" was travelling from
Jerusalem to Jericho. The man was most certainly Jewish. Who stopped to help him? Yet
Samaritans and Jews did not associate with each other and despised each other. Jesus said
this Samaritan was the "neighbour" - the one who helped out. It is almost as if Jesus is
saying that your enemy is your neighbour — the person you are to help. But Jesus used this
story format — the parable — so that his audience would understand.

If Jesus were alive today and was teaching to us, he might use a television program or the
Internet to convey his message. He would use language of today to tell us to love our
enemies — the message of the Good Samaritan parable.

Record and discuss the following questions:

1. Think of a time in your life when you could identify with the man who was beaten by
the robbers. Describe the situation and how you felt at the time.

2. Think of a time in your life when you could identify with the Good Samaritan.
Describe the situation and how you felt at the time.

3. Who are the Samaritans (people considered second-class citizens) of today?

4. Explain how Jesus' story challenges you to respond to the injustice experienced by
today's second-class citizens.

(Adapted from: https://courses.elearningontario.ca/d2l/le/content/29762/viewContent/1896012/View)

Parable Analysis

Assign one parable from the list below to each student or group of students and ask them
to complete the following tasks. You may want them to complete this in chart form, on
chart paper, on Office Sway, or PowerPoint, or other sites/programs. This activity is also
outlined for students in Parable Analysis.

1. Read the parable you have been assigned.
2. Summarize the story in modern language.

3. Decipher the meaning/TOPIC of the parable.
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4. How did the listeners of Jesus' time connect with this story? Why did Jesus choose
to tell the story in this way? What elements of the story would the listeners have
related to?

5. How would Jesus tell this story today? Be sure to identify the audience (l.e.
teenagers) and put the story into an appropriate context.

Parables:
e The Sower- Matthew 13.1-23
e The Mustard Seed- Matthew 13.31-32
e The Unmerciful Servant- Matthew 18.23-35
e The Talents- Matthew 25.14-30
e The Sheep and the Goats- Matthew 25.31-46
e The Rich Fool-Luke 12.16-21
e The Prodigal Son- Luke 15.11-32
e The Rich Man and Lazarus- Luke 16.19-31

e The Pharisee and the Publican- Luke 18.9-14

After: Consolidate, Debrief, Reflect and Connect

Review the parables that students researched and summarized. Look at common themes
and see how they relate to life today.

Assessment / Evaluation

Informal feedback on research and findings

Differentiated Instruction

Strategic pairing; use of audio bible;
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Strategies

Note making

Discussion

Visual/ Graphic Organizer
Internet / technologies
Multimedia Presentations

Resources
e Bible
e Digital

e Handouts
e Notes

Accommodations

Computers
Reduced
questioning

Extra time

Graphic Organizers
Handouts

Assistive
Technology

Home Activity or Further Classroom Consolidation

Challenge students to use the Sunday Gospel readings and think of modern day examples
of parables that are told.
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Parable Analysis

ell

1. Read the parable you have been assigned.

2. Summarize the story in modern language.

3. Decipher the meaning/TOPIC of the parable.

4. How did the listeners of Jesus' time connect with this story? Why did Jesus choose to t
the story in this way? What elements of the story would the listeners have related to?

5. How would Jesus tell this story today? Be sure to identify the audience (l.e. teenagers)
and put the story into an appropriate context.

Parables:

The Sower- Matthew 13.1-23

The Mustard Seed- Matthew 13.31-32

The Unmerciful Servant- Matthew 18.23-35
The Talents- Matthew 25.14-30

The Sheep and the Goats- Matthew 25.31-46
The Rich Fool-Luke 12.16-21

The Prodigal Son- Luke 15.11-32

The Rich Man and Lazarus- Luke 16.19-31

The Pharisee and the Publican- Luke 18.9-14
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COURSE: HRE20

UNIT 1: SCRIPTURE AND JESUS

TOPIC 10: Miracles

Guiding Question(s):

What effect did the public miracles of Jesus have on people?

Teacher Prompt(s):

What is a miracle?

What is more important: experiencing a miracle or living a good life? Why?

Learning Focus

Miracles

Overall Expectations

Specific Expectations

SC2. Understanding Sacred Texts:
Investigate in the Gospels the teachings
of Jesus as an invitation to grow toward
wholeness/holiness by living as his
faithful disciples, reaching out to others;
[CCCnos. 115-119; 131-133; 457-460;
494; 541-546; 618; 678; 782; 790-791;
1373; 1439; 1503-1505; 1716-1724;
1789; 1970; 2030; 2052-2055; 2443-
2449; 2559; 2608; 2610; 2613; 2616;
2667; 2759¢.]

SC2.4 explain the effects, especially on the faith

of Christians and the cultures in which we live,

of Jesus' public miracles in the New Testament
(e.g., Restoring Sight to Bartimaeus- Mark 10.46-
52, Calming of the Sea-Matthew 8.23-27, Feeding
the Five Thousand- Luke 9.10-17, Raising Lazarus
from the Dead- John 11.1-44) [CCC nos. 1503-1505;
2667]

OCSGE'’s

Catholic Social Teachings

CGE1c - actively reflects on God’s Word
as communicated through the Hebrew
and Christian scriptures

Human dignity is the foundation of all the
principles of our social teaching. We believe that
every person is precious, that people are more
important than things, and that the measure of
every institution is whether it threatens or
enhances the life and dignity of the human person.
(United States Conference of Catholic Bishops)?!’

17 seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-

social-teaching.cfm
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Evidence of Learning

Students can explain the effects of the public miracles of Jesus, especially on the faith of
Christians

Background

Although Jesus taught the disciples how to live in the Kingdom of God through parables, His
divinity is most often recognized through His miracles.

Miracles, or deeds, are real events that happened; parables are fiction. Miracles demonstrate
that the power of God was truly manifested in Jesus. Without some concreted demonstration
of Jesus' power over sin and evil, His words would have lacked credibility.

There are 4 types of Miracles found in the Gospels:
1. Healing —Jesus relieves people's physical sufferings
2. Exorcisms —Jesus drives out evil spirits

3. Restoration of Life — There are three occasions in the Gospels where Jesus restores
people to life after their death

4. Nature Miracles — Jesus demonstrates control over the forces of nature

The real significance of the miracles is their religious meaning which is recognized and
accepted in light of faith in Jesus. The key to understanding the miracles of Jesus is grasping
their relationship to His proclamation of the Kingdom of God. At the core of the miracles are
these realities:

e God's promise of unconditional love

e God's commitment to the poor and outcasts of society
e God's complete control over the power of sin and evil
e God's offer to complete reconciliation

Jesus is motivated to perform these miracles through love and the intention to who God's
power over all creation and over the forces of sin and evil.

Believing in Jesus and His message results in true conversion of heart. People become
liberated from lameness and legalism, from crippling deformities and closed-minds, from
physical blindness and the inability to recognize the needs of their neighbours.

(Source: Zanzig, Thomas. Jesus of History, Christ of Faith. Pp. 171-189)

A teacher resource from Father Felix Just, SJ on miracles is provided: Comparative Tables of
the Gospel Miracle Stories
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Another teacher resource is the “Breaking in the Habit” YouTube video by Brother Casey Cole,
OFM, “Miracles”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uGwREc85 x0&index=12&Ilist=PLIEHvf1 M4UuAORAO3q
6AIQf70xbbEzIK&t=68s

Materials

¢ New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition of the Bible

e Student Activity/Worksheets as appropriate
o Miracle Activity Sheet

TOPIC Activities and Process

Before: Getting Started (consider time lines)

Begin with a prayer.
What is a miracle?

What is more important: experiencing a miracle or living a good life? Why?

During: Action — Working on it

Have the students examine some biblical miracles. You could pair the students, or have them
work on this individually. You can use the activity sheet Miracles to assist with this. Have the
students:

v Explain the circumstance surrounding the miracle.
v' Describe what Jesus said and did.
v Identify the type of miracle.
v Describe the impact it had on the faith of people in Jesus' time.
v Describe the faith of Christians in today's society.
Suggested Miracles
e Restoring Sight to Bartimaeus — Mark 10.46-52
e Calming of the Sea — Matthew 8.23-27
e Feeding the Five Thousand — Luke 9.10- 17

e Raising Lazarus from the Dead — John 11.1-44
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e Others include: Luke 14.1-6, Mark 5.1-13, Mark 5.35-42, Mark 5.25-34, Luke 7.11-15, ,
Matthew 14.22-33, Matthew 9.27-30

After: Consolidate, Debrief, Reflect and Connect

Summarize the similarities of the actions of miracles.

Assessment / Evaluation

Informal feedback

Differentiated Instruction

Strategic pairing; use of audio bibles; use handouts

Strategies

Prompts
Independent Reading
Note making
Discussion

Resources
e Bible
e Digital
e Notes

Accommodations

Computers

Reduced questioning
Extra time

Graphic Organizers
Handouts

Assistive Technology

Home Activity or Further Classroom Consolidation

Have student expand on their list of miracles.
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Comparative Tables of the Gospel Miracle Stories

Father Felix Just, SJ

Catholic Resources

Healings:

Pericope Mark Matthew |Luke John
Healing Simon Peter's Mother-in-law 1:29-31 8:14-15 |4:38-39 |--
Cleansing a Leper 1:40-45 |8:1-4 5:12-16 |--
Healing a Centurion's Servant -- - --

. . [cf. 5:1-
Healing a Paralytic 2:1-12  |9:1-8 5:17-26 18]
Restoring a Man's Withered Hand 3:1-6 12:9-14 |6:6-11 |-
Healing a Woman's Hemorrhage 5:25-34 |9:19-22 |8:43-48 |--

Restoring Sight to Two Blind Men

Healing a Syro-Phoenician Woman's
Daughter

Healing a Deaf Mute 7:31-37 |-- - -
Giving Sight to a Blind Man at Bethsaida 8:22-26 |-- -- --
Restoring a Woman Crippled for Eighteen

Years

Healing a Man with Dropsy - - - -
Cleansing Ten Men of Leprosy - - . -
Giving Sight to a Blind Man (or 2 Men) at 10:46- 50:29-34 18:35- |[cf. 9:1-
Jericho 52 ' 43 41]
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Healing a Royal Official's Son at Cana

Jerusalem

Healing a Man at the Pool of Bethesda in

Giving Sight to a Man Blind since Birth --

Healing a Slave's Severed Ear

[14:47]

[26:51-
54]

22:49-
51

[18:10]

(click here for an explanation of the Synoptic Color Analysis used in these tables)

Restoration Miracles:

Pericope Mark Matthew
Raising from the Dead a Widow's

Son at Nain

Raising from the Dead the Daughter |5:21-24,35- |9:18-19,23-
of Jairus 43 26

Luke

8:40-42,49-
56

John

Raising Lazarus of Bethany from the
Dead
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Nature Miracles:

Feeding Four Thousand People

Finding a Coin in the Mouth of a Fish

Cursing a Fig Tree near Bethany

Turning Water into Wine at a Wedding in
Cana

Pericope Mark Matthew Luke John
Catching Unusually Many Fish in the Sea of
Galilee
Stilling a Storm on the Sea of Galilee 4:35-41 |8:23-27 8:22-25 |--

. . 9:10b-
Feeding Five Thousand People 6:32-44 14:13-21 17 6:1-15
Walking on the Water 6:45-52 |14:22-33 |-- 6:16-21

Catching Numerous Fish at the Sea of Tiberias

[cf. 5:1]

http://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Miracles.htm
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Miracles

For your assigned miracle(s):

v

D N NI NN

Explain the circumstance surrounding the miracle.
Describe what Jesus said and did.

Identify the type of miracle.

Describe the impact it had on the faith of people in Jesus' time.

Describe the faith of Christians in today's society.

Suggested Miracles

Restoring Sight to Bartimaeus — Mark 10.46-52
Calming of the Sea — Matthew 8.23-27
Feeding the Five Thousand — Luke 9.10- 17

Raising Lazarus from the Dead —John 11.1-44
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COURSE: HRE20

UNIT 1: SCRIPTURE AND JESUS

TOPIC 11: Early Church

Guiding Question(s):

What can you discover about the early Church through the Scriptures?

Teacher Prompt(s):

What can we learn from the early Church community as to what our communities are to

look like?

How do we gather today as the Church? What is Jesus telling us to model?

What is meant by culture? What do the Acts of the Apostles and Paul teach us? With this
new understanding, how can you live these teachings in our world today?

What can you learn from the Acts of the Apostles and Paul’s writing about God'’s saving love
for humanity and how the disciples adapted to different peoples? What kind of attitudes

are we called to have towards others?

What is meant by salvation (salvation involves health, healing)? Who were the Apostles?
How did the Apostles and others witness (including martyrdom) to the salvation that Christ
brought? How do the members of the Church continue Jesus’ work of salvation?

How is participation in the sacraments, especially the Eucharist, important for salvation?

Learning Focus

Early Church

Overall Expectations

Specific Expectations

SC1. Core Teachings: Identify the
Christian Scriptures as the primary
source of knowledge about Jesus; [CCC
nos. 80-81; 103-104; 120-127; 131-133;
949-953]

SC3. Sacred Texts and Contemporary
Culture: Explain the “good news” of the
Gospel story, the Acts of the Apostles
and Paul’s letters as the story of God’s
saving love for humanity. [CCC nos. 515;
544-546; 1226; 1816; 1825; 2414; 2447,
2559; 2613; 2831; 2839; 2843]

SC1.3 explain the characteristics of the early
Church and how the Reign of God was
understood by the early Church (e.g., Acts 2.42-
47, 4.32-35, 5.12-16) [CCC nos. 949-953; 995]

SC3.2 examine specific passages from the Acts
of the Apostles (e.g., Philip Preaches in Samaria-
8.4-25, Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch- 8.26-
40, The Council of Jerusalem- 15.12-21, Paul
baptizes his Jailor- 16.31-33) and Paul’s letters
(e.g., Paul Rebukes Peter- Galatians 2.11-14,
Jews and Gentiles are Saved by Faith- Galatians
2.15-21, Salvation is for All- Romans 10.5-21, Do
Not Judge Another- Romans 14.1-12, Paul’s
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PF2. Faith Seeking Understanding:
Analyze the role of the Holy Spirit in the
lives of the early Church, the People of
God, who were the first witnhesses in
God’s plan for salvation; [CCC nos. 687-

request for slave Onesimus’ freedom- Philemon)
to understand how the disciples expressed and
responded to God’s saving love for humanity in
the cultures and issues of their time [CCC nos.
1226; 1816; 2414]

701; 736; 781-786; 946-948; 963-972;
1695; 1830-1832]

PF2.2 demonstrate that the work begun by
Jesus and lived out by the Apostles of Jesus and
others continues in the world through the
Church, the People of God [CCC nos. 781-786]

OCSGE'’s

Catholic Social Teachings

CGE1c - actively reflects on God’s Word
as communicated through the Hebrew
and Christian scriptures

Human dignity is the foundation of all the
principles of our social teaching. We believe that
every person is precious, that people are more
important than things, and that the measure of
every institution is whether it threatens or
enhances the life and dignity of the human
person. (United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops)*®

Evidence of Learning

Background

Communion in Spiritual Goods (based on CCC nos. 949-953)
1. What did the disciples devote themselves to?
— The apostles' teaching and fellowship, the breaking of bread, and prayer

2. The faith of the faithful is the faith of the Church received from the apostles. Faith is

a treasure of life which is enriched by being shared.
3. What is the significance of Baptism?

— The sacraments bind us together and to Jesus Christ. Baptism is the gate at
which we enter the Church.

18 Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-

social-teaching.cfm
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4. Why do you think Eucharist is the sacrament that most unites us with God?
— Students may refer to consuming the Body and Blood of Jesus
5. What does the Catechism mean by: "A Christian is a steward of the Lord's goods?

— All Christians should be ready and eager to come to the help of the needy
and of their neighbours in want

6. What is meant by "none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself?"

— We are all the body of Christ, when one suffers we all suffer, when one is
honoured we all rejoice

The early chapters of Acts
Acts 2.37-47

— The First Converts — Peter and the Apostles baptized 3000

— Life Among the Believers — All who believed were together, they sold their
possessions and redistributed the profits. They praised God and continued to
multiply in numbers.

Acts 4.32-37

— The Believers Share their Possessions — they did not claim private ownership over
anything and there was not a needy person among them.

Acts 5.12-16

— The Apostles Heal Many — Many men and women were added to the Lord. The sick
and those with unclean spirits were put out into the street in hopes that they would
be cured.

The Church — People of God, Body of Christ, Temple of the Holy Spirit (CCC nos. 781-786)

1. Who was God's original covenant made with and who is part of the New Covenant?

— God' established a covenant with the Israelites as Chosen People in
preparation of the New Covenant that includes Jews and Gentiles (people
who are connected not by flesh but by Spirit).

2. The Characteristics of the People of God:

— People of God — God is not the property of any one people
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— A Member —one becomes a member through baptism

— The Messianic People — The head of its people is Jesus Christ (the anointed
one/the Messiah) and anointing allows the Holy Spirit to flow through us

— The Status — each of us has dignity and freedom
— Its Law —to love as Christ loved
— Its Mission — to be salt of the earth and light of the world
— Its Destiny — the Kingdom of God
3. What are the three offices of Christ?

— Priest, Prophet and King (Further reading — Gumbleton, T. What are Priests,
Prophet and Kings. National Catholic Reporter. 2016
https://www.ncronline.org/blogs/peace-pulpit/we-are-priests-prophets-and-

kings )

4. What does "to reign is to serve" mean?

— Christ the King came to serve, not to be served; therefore, to reign as Jesus is
to be servants of the poor and suffering.

Some background information on Acts from the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops:

In Acts, Luke has provided a broad survey of the church’s development from the
resurrection of Jesus to Paul’s first Roman imprisonment, the point at which the
book ends. In telling this story, Luke describes the emergence of Christianity from its
origins in Judaism to its position as a religion of worldwide status and appeal.
Originally a Jewish Christian community in Jerusalem, the church was placed in
circumstances impelling it to include within its membership people of other cultures:
the Samaritans (Acts 8:4-25), at first an occasional Gentile (Acts 8:26—30; 10:1-48),
and finally the Gentiles on principle (Acts 11:20-21). Fear on the part of the Jewish

people that Christianity, particularly as preached to the Gentiles, threatened their
own cultural heritage caused them to be suspicious of Paul’s gospel (Acts 13:42—-45;
15:1-5; 28:17-24). The inability of Christian missionaries to allay this apprehension
inevitably created a situation in which the gospel was preached more and more to
the Gentiles. Toward the end of Paul’s career, the Christian communities, with the
exception of those in Palestine itself (Acts 9:31), were mainly of Gentile membership.
In tracing the emergence of Christianity from Judaism, Luke is insistent upon the
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prominence of Israel in the divine plan of salvation (see note on Acts 1:26; see also
Acts 2:5-6; 3:13-15; 10:36; 13:16-41; 24:14-15) and that the extension of salvation
to the Gentiles has been a part of the divine plan from the beginning (see Acts
15:13-18; 26:22-23).

In the development of the church from a Jewish Christian origin in Jerusalem, with its
roots in Jewish religious tradition, to a series of Christian communities among the
Gentiles of the Roman empire, Luke perceives the action of God in history laying
open the heart of all humanity to the divine message of salvation. His approach to
the history of the church is motivated by his theological interests. His history of the
apostolic church is the story of a Spirit-guided community and a Spirit-guided spread
of the Word of God (Acts 1:8). The travels of Peter and Paul are in reality the travels
of the Word of God as it spreads from Jerusalem, the city of destiny for Jesus, to
Rome, the capital of the civilized world of Luke’s day. Nonetheless, the historical
data he utilizes are of value for the understanding of the church’s early life and
development and as general background to the Pauline epistles. In the interpretation
of Acts, care must be exercised to determine Luke’s theological aims and interests
and to evaluate his historical data without either exaggerating their literal accuracy
or underestimating their factual worth.

http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/0

Materials

¢ New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition of the Bible

e Student Activity/Worksheets as appropriate
o Characteristics of the Early Church
o The Response of the Disciples

TOPIC Activities and Process

Before: Getting Started (consider time lines)

Begin with a prayer.

Ask the students to imagine who the early disciples of Jesus were and where they
ministered. Discuss with them what “church” was then (emphasizing that it was not brick
and mortar buildings like we think of today when we say “church”, but rather a committed
group of followers of a man put to death, who proclaimed the good news of salvation).

During: Action — Working on it
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Early Church

Have the students read/listen to/ the portions of early chapters of Acts (chapters 1 -6).
Have them describe the early Church and what the Church still calls us to do (what is Jesus
telling us to model)?

Consider using a chart for students to summarize what they've learned and how they can
apply it. You can use Characteristics of the Early Church to assist.

An example of how students may respond:

Column 1 —We are all one body of Christ

Column 2 — Apostles sold their possessions and gave them to those in need(Acts
2:44-45;

Column 3 — Families come together to support its immediate members and often its

extended members

Column 4 — In Canada, we often learn that "looking out for number 1" is the way we
should approach life and success. Our desire for success if often individualistic and
is perpetuated as a positive personality trait.

Other characteristics that students may suggest include:

Apostolic — the early Christians were focused on spreading the good news of Jesus

Catholic — the early Christians were open to all people — not just the Jewish people,
but Gentiles as well (the word “catholic” comes from the Latin meaning “universal”)

Holy — the early Christians remained faithful to the teachings of the apostles, and
often gathered to pray and “break bread” (Acts 2:42)

The Disciples Respond

Examine these passages from the Acts of the Apostles and Paul’s letters. Explain how the

disciples expressed and responded to God’s saving love for humanity in the cultures
and issues of their time. You can use the Activity Sheet The Response of the

Disciples to assist.

Discuss with the students:

What is meant by culture?

What can you learn from the Acts of the Apostles and Paul’s writing about
God’s saving love for humanity and how the disciples adapted to different
peoples? What kind of attitudes are we called to have towards others?
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Philip Preaches in Samaria- 8.4-25

Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch- 8.26-40

The Council of Jerusalem- 15.12-21

Paul baptizes his Jailor- 16.31-33

Paul Rebukes Peter- Galatians 2.11-14

Jews and Gentiles are Saved by Faith- Galatians 2.15-21
Salvation is for All- Romans 10.5-21

Do Not Judge Another- Romans 14.1-12

Paul’s request for slave Onesimus’ freedom- Philemon

After: Consolidate, Debrief, Reflect and Connect

Debrief with students on what they have learned

Assessment / Evaluation

Informal feedback

Differentiated Instruction

Strategic pairing; use of technology

Strategies Resources Accommodations

e Note making e Bible e Computers

e Discussion e Digital e Reduced

e Visual/ Graphic Organizer e Handouts guestioning

e Internet /technologies e Notes e Extratime

e Multimedia Presentations e Graphic Organizers
e Handouts
e Assistive

Technology

Home Activity or Further Classroom Consolidation

How can we respond to God’s call today?
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Characteristics of the Early Church

Characteristics of the
early Church

How the Apostles lived
out the characteristic

How we live out this
characteristic today

How we oppose this

characteristic in today’s

society
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The Response of the Disciples

Examine these passages from the Acts of the Apostles and Paul’s letters. Explain how the

disciples expressed and responded to God'’s saving love for humanity in the cultures and

issues of their time.

e Philip Preaches in Samaria- 8.4-25

e Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch- 8.26-40

e The Council of Jerusalem- 15.12-21

e Paul baptizes his Jailor- 16.31-33

e Paul Rebukes Peter- Galatians 2.11-14

e Jews and Gentiles are Saved by Faith- Galatians 2.15-21
e Salvation is for All- Romans 10.5-21

e Do Not Judge Another- Romans 14.1-12

e Paul’s request for slave Onesimus’ freedom- Philemon
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COURSE: HRE20

UNIT 1: SCRIPTURE AND JESUS

TOPIC 12: Apostolic Tradition

Guiding Question(s):

What are the sources of Apostolic Tradition?

What makes the Church apostolic?

Teacher Prompt(s):

What is meant by Apostolic? How do we live out our faith in connection to the Apostles?

What is Apostolic succession?

What is the distinction between Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition? What is the role of

the Holy Spirit in each of these?

Learning Focus

Apostolic Tradition

Overall Expectations

Specific Expectations

SC1. Core Teachings: Identify the
Christian Scriptures as the primary
source of knowledge about Jesus; [CCC
nos. 80-81; 103-104; 120-127; 131-133;
949-953]

SC1.4 explain how the Church is Apostolic, the
two sources of Apostolic Tradition that make up
the deposit of faith (re: Sacred Scripture and
Sacred Tradition) and the role of the Holy Spirit
in this [CCC nos. 857-860]

OCSGE'’s

Catholic Social Teachings

CGE1c - actively reflects on God’s Word
as communicated through the Hebrew
and Christian scriptures

Human dignity is the foundation of all the
principles of our social teaching. We believe that
every person is precious, that people are more
important than things, and that the measure of
every institution is whether it threatens or
enhances the life and dignity of the human
person. (United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops)®®

19 Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-

social-teaching.cfm
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Evidence of Learning

Students can explain what apostolic tradition means.

Background

The Apostolic Tradition (CCC nos. 75-76)

Christ commanded the apostles to preach the Gospel; they were to communicate the gifts of
God to all people. The Gospel was to be the source of all saving truth and moral discipline.

The Gospel was passed down in two ways:

e Orally — The apostles passed on the Gospel they received from Christ or the Holy
Spirit, by preaching, by example, and by establishing institutions.

e In Writing - The apostles or others associated with the apostles who were inspired
by the Holy Spirit, committed the message of salvation to writing.

The Church is Apostolic (CCC nos. 857-860)
— The Church is apostolic because it is founded on the apostles in three ways:

e The Church is built on the foundation of the Apostles (the witnesses chosen
by Christ who carried out His mission).

e The Church passes on the teachings of the apostles.

e The Church continues to be guided by the apostles until Christ's return with
the help of the pastoral office (the College of Bishops, assisted by priests).

— Jesus is the Father's Emissary

— Jesus appointed twelve apostles to be with Him and go out and preach (they became
his emissaries).

— The apostles' ministry is the continuation of Jesus' mission:
e Jesus says to the twelve:

=  Matthew 10:40 - “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and
whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.

=  Luke 10:16 - “Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever
rejects you rejects me, and whoever rejects me rejects the one who
sent me.”
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— Jesus unites the apostles to the mission he received from the Father.
— Christ's apostles knew that they were called by Christ:

e 2 Corinthians 3.6 - who has made us competent to be ministers of a new
covenant, not of letter but of spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

e 2 Corinthians 6.4 - but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in
every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities,

e 2 Corinthians 5.20 - So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his
appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

e 1 Corinthians 4.1 - Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards
of God’s mysteries.

— Christ promised to remain with the apostles always. The divine mission entrusted by
Jesus to them will continue to the end of time since the Gospel they handed on is the
lasting source of all life for the Church. There the apostles took care to appoint
successors.

Materials

e New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition of the Bible

e Student Activity/Worksheets as appropriate
o Apostolic Tradition

TOPIC Activities and Process

Before: Getting Started (consider time lines)

Begin class with a prayer
1. Review Apostolic Tradition and the Church as Apostolic with students.
2. Brainstorm with them the meaning of Apostolic Succession:

They may come to the conclusion that apostolic succession is the role of Pope and Bishops in
the Church. Since the apostles took care to appoint successors, they would be the Office of
the Church that carries on the apostolic role.

During: Action — Working on it

Have students look up the passages below and try to explain the connection between the
passage and apostolic succession or more generally, the apostolic Church. You could use the
Activity Sheet Apostolic Tradition if needed
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For example, after reading the first passage (Mt. 16.13-20), students may identify the Pope
as a successor of St. Peter. Peter was a leader among the apostles, just as the Pope is a
leader among bishops.

e Matthew 16.13-20 - Jesus tells Peter "on this rock, | will build my church" and
gives Peter the "keys to the Kingdom of Heaven."

e John 21.15-17 - Jesus leaves Peter in charge of His people (sheep).
e Acts 1.21-26 - Apostles respond swiftly to replace Judas after his suicide.

e 1 Timothy 4:14 - Paul reminds Timothy that the office of the bishops has been
bestowed upon him.

e 2 Corinthians 3.1-10 - Ministers of the New Covenant.

e 2 Timothy 2.1-3 — Timothy says that they have been entrusted by God to
teach the good news to those who in turn will teach the good news.

1. Discuss: How do we live our faith in connection to the apostles?

2. Fun activity — have students look up the meaning of the name Peter. They will find
that Peter, in Aramaic, means "stone" or "rock." This is directly related to his role in
the Church (Peter on this rock | will build my Church). Then have students look up
the meaning of their own names and see if they can make any connections between
the meaning of their name and any of their personality traits, ambitions, or goals.

After: Consolidate, Debrief, Reflect and Connect

Summarized the passages and the connection to apostolic tradition

Assessment / Evaluation

Informal feedback

Differentiated Instruction

Strategic pairing; technology
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Strategies

e Independent Reading
e Discussion

e Internet /technologies

Resources
e Bible
e Digital

e Handouts
e Notes

Accommodations

Computers

Reduced questioning
Extra time

Graphic Organizers
Handouts

Assistive Technology

Home Activity or Further Classroom Consolidation
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Apostolic Tradition

Look up the passages below and try to explain the connection between the passage and
apostolic succession or more generally, the apostolic Church.

Matthew 16.13-20

John 21.15-17

Acts 1.21-26

1 Timothy 4:14

2 Corinthians 3.1-10

2 Timothy 2.1-3
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COURSE: HRE20

UNIT 1: SCRIPTURE AND JESUS

Unit Summative Activity

Guiding Question(s):

Can | apply what I’'ve learned in this unit?

Teacher Prompt(s):

How can you creatively use Scripture to express your faith and glorify God in your school

community or local parish?

What is the difference between the Social Teachings of the Church and the generic "social

justice" phrase used by secular groups?

Learning Focus

Scripture

Overall Expectations

Specific Expectations

SC3. Sacred Texts and Contemporary
Culture: Explain the “good news” of the
Gospel story, the Acts of the Apostles
and Paul’s letters as the story of God’s
saving love for humanity. [CCC nos. 515;
544-546; 1226; 1816; 1825; 2414; 2447,
2559; 2613; 2831; 2839; 2843]

RI4. Communicating and Reflecting:
Communicate the results of their
research, inquiry, and higher order
thinking connections clearly and
effectively, and reflect on and evaluate
research, inquiry, thinking, and
communication skills.

SC3.3 illustrate creative ways that teenagers can
use with Sacred Scripture to express their faith
and glorify God (e.g., celebrate faith through

the arts [music, visual arts, drama, dance]; make
Christian artwork for your school community or
local parish; join or form a Youth Group or Faith
Music Band; pray as a team and respect
competitors in sports; celebrate or attend World
Youth Day; etc.) [CCC nos. 131-133]

RI4.1 use an appropriate format (e.g., oral
presentation, written report, formal debate,
poster, multimedia presentation, web page) to
effectively communicate the connections and
results from their research and inquiry, for a
specific audience and purpose

RI4.2 use terms relating to Catholicism and
culture correctly (e.g., faith, Gospel values,
discipleship, magisterium, dignity of the human
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person, social justice teachings, holiness, sign,
symbol, ritual, vocation)

OCSGE’s Catholic Social Teachings

CGE1c - actively reflects on God’s Word | Human dignity is the foundation of all the

as communicated through the Hebrew principles of our social teaching. We believe that
and Christian scriptures every person is precious, that people are more

important than things, and that the measure of
every institution is whether it threatens or
enhances the life and dignity of the human
person. (United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops)?°

Evidence of Learning

Students successfully complete the assignment

Background

(refer as needed to previous topics)

Materials

¢ New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition of the Bible

e Student Activity/Worksheets as appropriate
o Unit 1 Summative Activity
o Rubric for Summative Assignment

TOPIC Activities and Process

Before: Getting Started (consider time lines)

Open with a prayer

During: Action — Working on it

Hand out the Summative Task. Unit Summative Activity — Keeping the Faith

20 seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-
social-teaching.cfm
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Explain the assignment to the students. An example is given below that could be used to
assist.

Example:

1. Passage - John 20.27 - Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.”

2. Interpretation - Thomas has to see the marks on Jesus' hands to believe that it is him.
Here we are challenged to imagine all that are able to believe without seeing and
what a difficult thing that is.

3. Extra-Curricular - Visual Arts Club — In the club we are working on a campaign that
spreads the message of faith. Members of the club will go around to each classroom
and share the following presentation with students and teachers.

4. Presentation
e As astudent | will paint a canvas of feathers floating high in the sky.
e | will reveal the painting to the class. It is entitled "Is Seeing Believing?"

e | will hand out a feather to each student in the class and ask them to keep the
feathers floating in the air (they may do this by blowing them or creating wind
with a book).

e Then | will ask a series of discussion questions:
Q: What was keeping up the feathers?
R: Breath, wind
Q: How do you know that without seeing the wind or breath?
R: Because of the evidence (lips, book creating wind, etc.)
Q: Since we can't see God, what evidence is there that God exists?
R: Beauty of the world, love of people, miracles, etc.
Q: What image represents faith to you?

At the end of the questioning, | will distribute a small piece of paper to each
student and have them draw an image that represents faith to them and post
them around the word faith and feather painting.

After: Consolidate, Debrief, Reflect and Connect

Have students reflect on their initiatives
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Assessment / Evaluation

Rubric for Unit 1 Summative Task

Differentiated Instruction

Use of technology; reduced requirements;

Strategies
e Internet /technologies
e Multimedia Presentations

Resources
e Bible
e Digital

Accommodations

Computers

Reduced questioning
Extra time

Graphic Organizers
Handouts

Assistive Technology

Home Activity or Further Classroom Consolidation

Challenge students to act upon their work and present their findings with the extra-

curricular club or activity.
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Unit Summative Activity — Keeping the Faith

1. Select one passage from the Gospels, Acts of the Apostles, or any of the Letters studied
this unit.

2. Explain the passage in your own words.

3. Select an extra-curricular club or activity that exists in the school or one that you would
like to exist at this school. You will use this activity/club as the medium of your message
on faith. Review the following task before selecting your club/activity. Examples
include but are not limited to the following:

e Dance Team, Band, Visual Arts Club, Alpha, Chaplaincy Club, Athletic Teams,
HOSA, DECA, Peer Mentorship, Youth Group, etc.

4. Demonstrate, through a visual presentation, how this group can share the passage of
faith with the rest of the school. You may deliver this presentation orally, through
multimedia, or by reenactment.

e Remember to:

= keep the passage that you selected as the foundation of your
presentation.

= include the passage and interpretation in your presentation.
= create a catch phrase, slogan, motto, or title based on the passage.

= explain how this group could pass along this message of faith.
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Rubric for Unit 1 Summative Task

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4
Knowledge and Understanding
Selection of Passage | Scripture passage | Scripture Scripture passage | Scripture passage
reflects message | passage reflects message highly reflects
of faithto a somewhat of faith well. message of faith.

Presentation of
Message

Choice of Extra-
Curricular Activity

limited degree.

Limited
representation of
message

Limited selection
of extra-
curricular activity
to express
message of faith.

reflects message
of faith.

Message is
somewhat
represented

Somewhat
appropriate
selection of
extra-curricular
activity to
express message
of faith.

Message is central
to the
presentation.

Appropriate
selection of extra-
curricular activity
to express
message of faith.

Message is the
foundation of the
presentation.

Highly appropriate
selection of extra-
curricular activity
to express
message of faith.

Thinking & Inquiry

Interpretation of
Passage

Catch Phrase/Slogan

Bible passage is
interpreted with
limited accuracy.

Slogan shows
limited creativity
and limited
connection to
scripture passage
and message of
faith.

Bible passage is
interpreted with
some accuracy.

Slogan presents
some creativity.
It somewhat
reflects scripture
passage and
message of faith.

Very accurate
interpretation of
scripture passage.

Slogan is creative.
It reflects scripture
passage and
message of faith.

Highly accurate
interpretation of
scripture passage.

Slogan is unique
and creative. It
highly reflects
scripture passage
and message of
faith.
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Application

Connection between
extra-curricular
activity and message
of faith

Limited
connection
between extra-
curricular activity
and sharing the

Satisfactory use
of extra-
curricular
activity in
sharing the

Very good use of
extra-curricular
activity in sharing
the message of
faith with the

Excellent use of
extra-curricular
activity in sharing
the message of
faith with the

message of faith | message of faith | school school

with the school with the school community. community.

community. community.
Communication

Visual Visual Visual Visual

resentation is resentation resentation resentation

Presentation Skills p i ) P . P . P .

limited in communicates communicates the | communicates the

relaying the the message of message of faith in | message of faith in

message of faith.

faith with some
efficacy.

an effective
manner.

a highly effective
manner.

107




COURSE: HRE20

UNIT 2: PROFESSION OF FAITH

TOPIC 1: What is Faith?

Guiding Question(s):

How do we define faith in context of our Christian identity?

Teacher Prompt(s):

What is faith? What is meant by revelation?

Learning Focus

Faith

Overall Expectations

Specific Expectations

PF1. Faith Foundations: Demonstrate
that God’s Self-gift in Jesus, as Messiah,
established a New Covenant with us; [CCC
nos. 36; 50-53; 65; 430-440; 577-578;
595-628; 651-655; 1701; 1965-1974]

PF1.1 explain what it means to consider Jesus as
the full revelation of God’s love [CCC nos. 36;
50-53; 65; 1701]

OCSGE'’s

Catholic Social Teachings

CGE1la - illustrates a basic understanding
of the saving story of our Christian
faith

CGE1li - integrates faith with life

Solidarity: are one human family whatever our
national, racial, ethnic, economic, and
ideological differences. We are our brothers and
sisters keepers, wherever they may be. Loving
our neighbor has global dimensions in a
shrinking world. At the core of the virtue of
solidarity is the pursuit of justice and peace.
Pope Paul VI taught that if you want peace,
work for justice. The Gospel calls us to be
peacemakers. Our love for all our sisters and
brothers demands that we promote peacein a
world surrounded by violence and conflict.?!

Evidence of Learning

21 catholic Social Teaching, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, http://usccb.org/beliefs-and-

teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching.cfm
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Students can explain what faith means

Background

Catechism of the Catholic Church

[1l. THE CHARACTERISTICS OF FAITH

Faith is a grace

153 When St. Peter confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, Jesus
declared to him that this revelation did not come "from flesh and blood", but from "my
Father who is in heaven".?* Faith is a gift of God, a supernatural virtue infused by him.
"Before this faith can be exercised, man must have the grace of God to move and assist him;
he must have the interior helps of the Holy Spirit, who moves the heart and converts it to
God, who opens the eyes of the mind and 'makes it easy for all to accept and believe the
truth.''?

Faith is a human act

154 Believing is possible only by grace and the interior helps of the Holy Spirit. But it is no less
true that believing is an authentically human act. Trusting in God and cleaving to the truths
he has revealed is contrary neither to human freedom nor to human reason. Even in human
relations it is not contrary to our dignity to believe what other persons tell us about
themselves and their intentions, or to trust their promises (for example, when a man and a
woman marry) to share a communion of life with one another. If this is so, still less is it
contrary to our dignity to "yield by faith the full submission of. . . intellect and will to God
who reveals",?® and to share in an interior communion with him.

155 In faith, the human intellect and will cooperate with divine grace: "Believing is an act of
the intellect assenting to the divine truth by command of the will moved by God through
grace."?’

Faith and understanding

156 What moves us to believe is not the fact that revealed truths appear as true and
intelligible in the light of our natural reason: we believe "because of the authority of God
himself who reveals them, who can neither deceive nor be deceived".?® So "that the
submission of our faith might nevertheless be in accordance with reason, God willed that
external proofs of his Revelation should be joined to the internal helps of the Holy
Spirit."?° Thus the miracles of Christ and the saints, prophecies, the Church's growth and
holiness, and her fruitfulness and stability "are the most certain signs of divine Revelation,
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adapted to the intelligence of all"; they are "motives of credibility" (motiva credibilitatis),
which show that the assent of faith is "by no means a blind impulse of the mind".3°

157 Faith is certain. It is more certain than all human knowledge because it is founded on the
very word of God who cannot lie. To be sure, revealed truths can seem obscure to human
reason and experience, but "the certainty that the divine light gives is greater than that
which the light of natural reason gives."3! "Ten thousand difficulties do not make one
doubt."3?

158 "Faith seeks understanding":33 it is intrinsic to faith that a believer desires to know better
the One in whom he has put his faith, and to understand better what He has revealed; a
more penetrating knowledge will in turn call forth a greater faith, increasingly set afire by
love. The grace of faith opens "the eyes of your hearts"** to a lively understanding of the
contents of Revelation: that is, of the totality of God's plan and the mysteries of faith, of their
connection with each other and with Christ, the center of the revealed mystery. "The same
Holy Spirit constantly perfects faith by his gifts, so that Revelation may be more and more
profoundly understood."3® In the words of St. Augustine, "l believe, in order to understand;
and | understand, the better to believe."3°

159 Faith and science: "Though faith is above reason, there can never be any real discrepancy
between faith and reason. Since the same God who reveals mysteries and infuses faith has
bestowed the light of reason on the human mind, God cannot deny himself, nor can truth
ever contradict truth."3” "Consequently, methodical research in all branches of knowledge,
provided it is carried out in a truly scientific manner and does not override moral laws, can
never conflict with the faith, because the things of the world and the things of faith derive
from the same God. The humble and persevering investigator of the secrets of nature is
being led, as it were, by the hand of God in spite of himself, for it is God, the conserver of all
things, who made them what they are."38

The freedom of faith

160 To be human, "man's response to God by faith must be free, and. . . therefore nobody is
to be forced to embrace the faith against his will. The act of faith is of its very nature a free
act."*® "God calls men to serve him in spirit and in truth. Consequently they are bound to him
in conscience, but not coerced. . . This fact received its fullest manifestation in Christ
Jesus."%? Indeed, Christ invited people to faith and conversion, but never coerced them. "For
he bore witness to the truth but refused to use force to impose it on those who spoke
against it. His kingdom. . . grows by the love with which Christ, lifted up on the cross, draws
men to himself."4!
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The necessity of faith

161 Believing in Jesus Christ and in the One who sent him for our salvation is necessary for
obtaining that salvation.*? "Since "without faith it is impossible to please [God]" and to attain
to the fellowship of his sons, therefore without faith no one has ever attained justification,
nor will anyone obtain eternal life 'But he who endures to the end."'43

Perseverance in faith

162 Faith is an entirely free gift that God makes to man. We can lose this priceless gift, as St.
Paul indicated to St. Timothy: "Wage the good warfare, holding faith and a good conscience.
By rejecting conscience, certain persons have made shipwreck of their faith."4* To live, grow
and persevere in the faith until the end we must nourish it with the word of God; we must
beg the Lord to increase our faith;* it must be "working through charity," abounding in hope,
and rooted in the faith of the Church.*®

Faith - the beginning of eternal life

163 Faith makes us taste in advance the light of the beatific vision, the goal of our journey

here below. Then we shall see God "face to face", "as he is".4’ So faith is already the
beginning of eternal life:

When we contemplate the blessings of faith even now, as if gazing at a reflection in a mirror,
it is as if we already possessed the wonderful things which our faith assures us we shall one
day enjoy.*®

164 Now, however, "we walk by faith, not by sight";*® we perceive God as "in a mirror, dimly"
and only "in part".>® Even though enlightened by him in whom it believes, faith is often lived
in darkness and can be put to the test. The world we live in often seems very far from the
one promised us by faith. Our experiences of evil and suffering, injustice and death, seem to
contradict the Good News; they can shake our faith and become a temptation against it.

165 It is then we must turn to the witnesses of faith: to Abraham, who "in hope. . . believed
against hope";>! to the Virgin Mary, who, in "her pilgrimage of faith", walked into the "night
of faith">? in sharing the darkness of her son's suffering and death; and to so many others:
"Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside
every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that
is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.">?
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A simple Catholic understanding of faith is a “personal acknowledgment of belief in God. It is
the correlative revelation. Revelation becomes actual only when it is accepted in faith by
each believer.”??

Contrast the teachings of the Church with these secular definitions. Students may suggest
some of these as the topic is covered.

e FAITH!
e confidence or trust in a person or thing
e beliefin God or in the doctrines or teachings of religion
e asystem of religious belief
e thetrustin God and in His promises as made through Christ and the Scriptures
by which humans are justified or saved.
e UNDERSTANDZ
e to perceive the meaning of; grasp the idea of; comprehend:
e to grasp the significance, implications, or importance of:
e tolearnorhear:
e to accept as true; believe:
e BELIEVE**
e to have confidence in the truth, the existence, or the reliability of something,
although without absolute proof that one is right in doing so:
e to have confidence or faith in the truth of (a positive assertion, story,
etc.); give credence to.

Bishop Robert Barron, Word on Fire Ministries, “What Faith Is and What Faith Isn't”,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m 4PSgFjtvl is a good resource for teachers.

Father Felix Just, SJ, reminds us that:

For Christians, “faith” involves both what we believe and whom we believe (God the Father
and Jesus Christ, in whom we place our trust). Thus, faith is not only something we can learn

22 What We Believe Practical Theology for Teachers, Margaret Lavin, (Toronto: Novalis, 2009)
! http://www.dictionary.com/browse/faith

2 http://www.dictionary.com/browse/understand?s=t

3 http://www.dictionary.com/browse/believe?s=t
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and teach, but more importantly something that we must put into practice and action—in
worship, ethical living, charity, and prayer.

Material provided by Rev. Felix Just, S.J., at http://catholic-resources.org

Materials

¢ New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition of the Bible
e Student Activity Sheet(s)/Handouts, as appropriate

o Faith Quotes

o Pope Francis — Faith as a Journey

TOPIC Activities and Process

Before: Getting Started (consider time lines)

Begin the class with a prayer
Invite the class to discuss their understanding of the word “FAITH”.

e Whatis faith?
e What do you think people mean when they say faith is blind?
e What does it mean to understand something?

During: Action — Working on it

Reflection
Reflect and Share:

Post the following quotes (and the one adapted from the Catechism below, if you like). All
three quotes on found on the activity sheet Faith Quotes

e "Faith is to believe what you do not see. The reward of this faith is to see
what you believe" - St. Augustine
e “Faith has to do with things that are not seen, and hope with things that are
not in hand.” - St. Thomas Aquinas
Ask students to take a moment to reflect individually on the two quotes and what St.
Augustine and St. Thomas Aquinas may have been trying to explain about faith. Students
should write down their thoughts.

Invite students to share their thoughts with a partner(s) and discuss the meaning of the
guotes. Were their thoughts on the two quotes similar? Different? In what ways?
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It might be helpful to watch Pope Francis’ video on Inter-religious dialogue for a perspective
on how different faiths express themselves:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FKuQqHMhJdY&list=PLTrogZcBkue1GcL37SFdPzlik390n
G-Tz

After: Consolidate, Debrief, Reflect and Connect

As a class, share the responses to what faith means to the students. Be sure to include the
Catechism reference:

26 We begin our profession of faith by saying: "I believe" or "We believe". Before
expounding the Church's faith, as confessed in the Creed, celebrated in the liturgy and
lived in observance of God's commandments and in prayer, we must first ask what "to
believe" means. Faith is man's response to God, who reveals himself and gives himself
to man, at the same time bringing man a superabundant light as he searches for the
ultimate meaning of his life.

Assessment / Evaluation

Informal feedback

Differentiated Instruction

Strategic pairing of students; provide written copies of work; have students do work orally

Strategies Resources Accommodations
e Note making e Bible e Computers
e Discussion e Digital e Reduced
e Visual/ Graphic Organizer e Handouts guestioning
e Internet /technologies e Notes e Extratime
e Handouts

Home Activity or Further Classroom Consolidation

Discuss the article from the National Catholic Reporter Pope Francis — Faith as a Journey.
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Faith Quotes

“" ”

Faith is to believe what you do not see. The reward of this faith is to see what you
believe"

- St. Augustine

“Faith has to do with things that are not seen, and hope with things that are not in
hand.”

- St. Thomas Aquinas

Faith is humanity’s response to God, who reveals himself and gives himself to humanity, at the
same time bringing humanity a superabundant light as they search for the ultimate meaning of
their lives.

- (adapted from Catechism of the Catholic Church, 26)
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Pope Francis — Faith as a Journey

On June 7, 2013, Pope Francis addressed students of Jesuit schools in Italy and Albania. In the
general audience hall, looking out at 9,000 students, alumni, parents and teachers, Francis held
up his prepared speech and said: I’'m supposed to read this to you, but that could be “a tad
boring.” Let me give you just the highlights and then take some questions from you, he said.

A teenage boy told the pope that he was trying hard to believe in God and be faithful, but that
he often struggled with doubt. "What can you say to help me and others like me?" he asked the

pope.
The life of faith is a journey, Francis answered.

“Journeying is an art because if we're always in a hurry, we get tired and don't arrive at
our journey's goal,” he said. “If we stop, we don't go forward and we also miss the goal.
Journeying is precisely the art of looking toward the horizon, thinking where | want to go
but also enduring the fatigue of the journey, which is sometimes difficult. ... There are
dark days, even days when we fail, even days when we fall ... but always think of this:
Don't be afraid of failures. Don't be afraid of falling. What matters in the art of
journeying isn't not falling but not staying down. Get up right away and continue going
forward. This is what's beautiful: This is working every day, this is journeying as humans.
But also, it's bad walking alone: It's bad and boring. Walking in community, with friends,
with those who love us, that helps us. It helps us to arrive precisely at that goal, that
‘there where' we're supposed to arrive.”

Source: National Catholic Reporter https://www.ncronline.org/blogs/francis-chronicles/popes-
quotes-faith-journey
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COURSE: HRE20

UNIT 2: PROFESSION OF FAITH

TOPIC 2: Revelation and Jesus

Guiding Question(s):

What did Jesus live and proclaim to establish a New Covenant with us?

Teacher Prompt(s):

What is meant by ‘revelation’?

How is Jesus, as the Incarnation, the revelation of God’s love?

What is the significance of this for Christians?

Learning Focus

Revelation

Overall Expectations

Specific Expectations

PF1. Faith Foundations: Demonstrate
that God’s Self-gift in Jesus, as Messiah,
established a New Covenant with us; [CCC
nos. 36; 50-53; 65; 430-440; 577-578;
595-628; 651-655; 1701; 1965-1974]

PF1.1 explain what it means to consider Jesus as
the full revelation of God’s love [CCC nos. 36; 50-
53; 65; 1701]

OCSGE'’s

Catholic Social Teachings

CGE1c - actively reflects on God’s Word as
communicated through the Hebrew and
Christian scriptures

Solidarity: are one human family whatever our
national, racial, ethnic, economic, and
ideological differences. We are our brothers and
sisters keepers, wherever they may be. Loving
our neighbor has global dimensions in a
shrinking world. At the core of the virtue of
solidarity is the pursuit of justice and peace.
Pope Paul VI taught that if you want peace, work
for justice. The Gospel calls us to be
peacemakers. Our love for all our sisters and
brothers demands that we promote peacein a
world surrounded by violence and conflict.?®

% Catholic Social Teaching, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, http://usccb.org/beliefs-and-

teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching.cfm
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Evidence of Learning

Students will be able to explain what the Trinity is.

Background

What is meant by revelation?

e How something is revealed or made known
e Interms of God, God reveals different parts of God’s-self in many
different ways, all which help us to gain a better understanding of God
and a create a closer relationship with God and others
Definition of REVELATION for students:2°

e God communicates God’s-self to humankind in stages: through
creation itself, through covenants (for example, God’s covenant with
Moses) and through the prophets.

e God’s self-revelation is complete in Jesus. This revelation is
passed on to all the generations through the sacred Scriptures
and apostolic tradition

How does God reveal God’s-self to us?

e Through Scripture, Jesus, people, events, and the world around
us
How does Jesus reveal God to us?

e Jesus helps us know God in a new way. The God of the New
Testament is a loving, caring God who is trying to create a
better life for His people. Jesus talks to God in an intimate way
(“Abba” or “Daddy”/”Father”) to help us forge that intimate
relationship with God ourselves.
Definitions:

e Kingdom of God: The Kingdom of God is a symbol used by Jesus to speak about
God and God’s actions among us. Jesus said the kingdom is among us. It is already
at work in our midst, but the present moment is too limited to reveal all of it. The
promise of the kingdom is that there is a whole lot more to come. (Christ and
Culture, 69)

e Parable: A parable is a story that compares something we don’t know with
something that we do know. A parable usually has a surprise twist that helps us

26 Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops. Christ and Culture. (C.C.C.B. Publication Services, Ottawa, Ontario,
2001), pg 61
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see things in a new way. Jesus used parables to give us a glimpse of the mystery of
the kingdom of God. (Christ and Culture, 72)

e Metaphor: is a figure of speech used in poetic language. In a metaphor the writer
illustrates something about the nature of one thing by relating it to another thing.
Metaphors help us to see things from a fresh perspective. (Christ and Culture, 69)

e New Covenant: With Jesus we talk about a new covenant. Through Jesus, God’s
original covenant with Israel became even more intimate, more personal. In the
new covenant relationship, God personally enters into human culture in the
person of Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus reveals this covenant relationship with God in
his own person. (Christ and Culture, 73)

e Incarnation: means that God became human and dwelt personally-in the flesh-
among us in Jesus of Nazareth. (Christ and Culture, 70)

e Christology: is the study of the nature and person of Jesus Christ as revealed to us
in the Sacred Scriptures.

Materials

¢ New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition of the Bible
e Student Activity/Worksheets as appropriate:
o The Trinity

TOPIC Activities and Process

Before: Getting Started (consider time lines)

Start with a prayer.

Begin by talking about what Catholics Believe about Jesus

e Catholics believe in a Trinitarian God:
e ONE God, made in three distinguishable yet inseparable
persons.
e Catholics believe that Jesus is the Incarnation of the Son, the second
person of the Trinity.

During: Action — Working on it

Use the image of the shamrock to show how the Trinity is three persons (leaves) that are all
connected as One God (one flower/stem) . You can use the sheet The Trinity as a handout or
a projection copy.
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You can also consider watching some short videos that explain the Trinity in language the

students might understand:

1. 3 Minute Theology: The Trinity Series.

e Beginning with 1.1 “What is the Trinity?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0HMryrl1ZIxQ

e Then 1.2 “How could God be Three-in-One?”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ra0ASNOd70&t=20s

e What is the Relationship Between Persons of the Trinity?”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ql4xV7EMcIA&t=14s

e Finally “Why does the Trinity matter?”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SKh2VP-1i60

2. Bishop Robert Barron “What is the Trinity”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hMI4rA4cuiM

After: Consolidate, Debrief, Reflect and Connect

Discuss with the students other ways of presenting the Trinity they might be familiar with —
water in its three stages; the shamrock, etc.

Assessment / Evaluation

Thumbs up/thumbs down — for an understanding of what the Trinity is.

Differentiated Instruction

Closed captioning on videos

Strategies

e Discussion
e Visual/ Graphic Organizer

Resources
e Bible
e Digital

e Handouts

Accommodations

e Reduced
questioning

e Graphic Organizers

e Handouts

e Assistive Technology

Home Activity or Further Classroom Consolidation

Have students inquire if their families have other symbols or methods to explain the Trinity
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The Trinity

Jesus is the Incarnation of the Second person of the Trinity. God becomes flesh and enters our
world through Jesus’ birth.

As the Second Person of the Trinity, Jesus is fully human and fully divine at the same time.
What distinguishes Jesus from other humans is that he is without sin.

JESUS

FULLY HUMAN
(but without sin)

FULLY DIVINE
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COURSE: HRE20

UNIT 2: PROFESSION OF FAITH

TOPIC 3: Jesus as the New Covenant

Guiding Question(s):

What did Jesus live and proclaim to establish a New Covenant with us?

Teacher Prompt(s):

What is meant by ‘covenant’? How is God the source of the New Covenant How does Jesus

proclaim and live out this New Covenant?

Learning Focus

Jesus as the New Covenant

Overall Expectations

Specific Expectations

PF1. Faith Foundations: Demonstrate
that God’s Self-gift in Jesus, as Messiah,
established a New Covenant with us;
[CCC nos. 36; 50-53; 65; 430-440; 577-
578; 595-628; 651-655; 1701; 1965-
1974]

PF1.2 explain what is meant by covenant (e.g.,
God'’s promise to humanity) and God as its
source (e.g., that God is creator, God loves us
unconditionally and gave Jesus to us), and how
Jesus established the New Covenant [CCC nos.
577-578; 1965-1974]

OCSGE'’s

Catholic Social Teachings

CGE1la - illustrates a basic understanding
of the saving story of our Christian
faith

CGE1li - integrates faith with life

Solidarity: are one human family whatever our
national, racial, ethnic, economic, and
ideological differences. We are our brothers and
sisters keepers, wherever they may be. Loving
our neighbor has global dimensions in a
shrinking world. At the core of the virtue of
solidarity is the pursuit of justice and peace.
Pope Paul VI taught that if you want peace,
work for justice. The Gospel calls us to be
peacemakers. Our love for all our sisters and
brothers demands that we promote peacein a
world surrounded by violence and conflict.?’

27 Catholic Social Teaching, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, http://usccb.org/beliefs-and-

teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching.cfm
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Evidence of Learning

Students can describe in depth what covenants are.

Background

What is a Covenant?

Originally, covenants were agreements between a ruler and the people. They gave details
about the rights and obligations of both parties. The word covenant is used in the Sacred
Scriptures to express the relationship between God and the Chosen People. A covenant is
like an adoption agreement in which God agrees to love, feed, care for and protect the
Chosen People. Itis best expressed in the scriptural phrase: “l will be their God, and they
shall be my people.” (Jer 31:33)%8

God had earlier covenants with Abraham, Moses, and Noah but Jesus comes to be known
as the NEW COVENANT

Video Clip: This 6 minute youtube.com video explains the different covenants and how
Jesus is understood as the New Covenant. If you use this clip, omit the sponsor’s plug at the
end: The Bible Project “Covenants” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ferLIsviml

Catechism of the Catholic Church
I1l. THE NEW LAW OR THE LAW OF THE GOSPEL

1965 The New Law or the Law of the Gospel is the perfection here on earth of the divine
law, natural and revealed. It is the work of Christ and is expressed particularly in the
Sermon on the Mount. It is also the work of the Holy Spirit and through him it becomes the
interior law of charity: "l will establish a New Covenant with the house of Israel. . . . | will
put my laws into their hands, and write them on their hearts, and | will be their God, and
they shall be my people."*®

1966 The New Law is the grace of the Holy Spirit given to the faithful through faith in Christ.
It works through charity; it uses the Sermon on the Mount to teach us what must be done
and makes use of the sacraments to give us the grace to do it:

28 Christ and Culture, 66
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If anyone should meditate with devotion and perspicacity on the sermon our Lord gave on the mount, as
we read in the Gospel of Saint Matthew, he will doubtless find there . . . the perfect way of the Christian
life. . .. This sermon contains . . . all the precepts needed to shape one's life.?°

1967 The Law of the Gospel "fulfills," refines, surpasses, and leads the Old Law to its
perfection.?! In the Beatitudes, the New Law fulfills the divine promises by elevating and
orienting them toward the "kingdom of heaven." It is addressed to those open to accepting
this new hope with faith - the poor, the humble, the afflicted, the pure of heart, those
persecuted on account of Christ and so marks out the surprising ways of the Kingdom.

1968 The Law of the Gospel fulfills the commandments of the Law. The Lord's Sermon on
the Mount, far from abolishing or devaluing the moral prescriptions of the Old Law, releases
their hidden potential and has new demands arise from them: it reveals their entire divine
and human truth. It does not add new external precepts, but proceeds to reform the heart,
the root of human acts, where man chooses between the pure and the impure,?? where
faith, hope, and charity are formed and with them the other virtues. The Gospel thus brings
the Law to its fullness through imitation of the perfection of the heavenly Father, through
forgiveness of enemies and prayer for persecutors, in emulation of the divine generosity.?3

1969 The New Law practices the acts of religion: almsgiving, prayer and fasting, directing
them to the "Father who sees in secret," in contrast with the desire to "be seen by
men."?* Its prayer is the Our Father.?

1970 The Law of the Gospel requires us to make the decisive choice between "the two
ways" and to put into practice the words of the Lord.?® It is summed up in the Golden Rule,
"Whatever you wish that men would do to you, do so to them; this is the law and the
prophets."?’

The entire Law of the Gospel is contained in the "new commandment" of Jesus, to love one
another as he has loved us.?®

1971 To the Lord's Sermon on the Mount it is fitting to add the moral catechesis of the
apostolic teachings, such as Romans 12-15, 1 Corinthians 12-13, Colossians 3-4, Ephesians 4-
5, etc. This doctrine hands on the Lord's teaching with the authority of the apostles,
particularly in the presentation of the virtues that flow from faith in Christ and are animated
by charity, the principal gift of the Holy Spirit. "Let charity be genuine. . . . Love one another
with brotherly affection. . . . Rejoice in your hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in
prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints, practice hospitality."?° This catechesis also
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teaches us to deal with cases of conscience in the light of our relationship to Christ and to
the Church.3¢

1972 The New Law is called a law of love because it makes us act out of the love infused by
the Holy Spirit, rather than from fear; a law of grace, because it confers the strength of
grace to act, by means of faith and the sacraments; a law of freedom, because it sets us free
from the ritual and juridical observances of the Old Law, inclines us to act spontaneously by
the prompting of charity and, finally, lets us pass from the condition of a servant who "does
not know what his master is doing" to that of a friend of Christ - "For all that | have heard
from my Father | have made known to you" - or even to the status of son and heir.3!

1973 Besides its precepts, the New Law also includes the evangelical counsels. The
traditional distinction between God's commandments and the evangelical counsels is drawn
in relation to charity, the perfection of Christian life. The precepts are intended to remove
whatever is incompatible with charity. The aim of the counsels is to remove whatever might
hinder the development of charity, even if it is not contrary to it.3?

1974 The evangelical counsels manifest the living fullness of charity, which is never satisfied
with not giving more. They attest its vitality and call forth our spiritual readiness. The
perfection of the New Law consists essentially in the precepts of love of God and neighbor.
The counsels point out the more direct ways, the readier means, and are to be practiced in
keeping with the vocation of each:

[God] does not want each person to keep all the counsels, but only those appropriate to the diversity of
persons, times, opportunities, and strengths, as charity requires; for it is charity, as queen of all virtues,
all commandments, all counsels, and, in short, of all laws and all Christian actions that gives to all of them
their rank, order, time, and value.33

Materials

¢ New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition of the Bible
e Student Handout/Activity Sheets as appropriate:
o RAFT activity

TOPIC Activities and Process

Before: Getting Started consider time lines)

Begin with a prayer.
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Review with students the term “covenant” (from previous courses, and from the previous
unit).

Consider viewing the video from Ascension Press, Fr, Mike Schmitz “Did God Change?”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r433colAK2Y

During: Action — Working on it

Display the quotation from Matthew 5:17

Jesus said “Do not think that | have come to abolish the law or the prophets; | have come
not to abolish but to fulfill. “

Have students get into small groups and give them the RAFT activity

They are to choose one item from each of the columns. Each group will have to create their
‘format’ and present it to the class. Groups can choose the same thing from the same
column as long as their method of presenting the topic is different. Alternative formats of
presentations can be used, as long as students check with the teacher first.

Have students use the Catechism of the Catholic Church and other appropriate sources to
help them with gathering information, if needed.

After: Consolidate, Debrief, Reflect and Connect

Discuss what covenant means and how God is its source

Assessment / Evaluation

Informal feedback

Differentiated Instruction

Group students strategically; suggest students role play in drama (less writing involved);
give students Catechism passages if needed.
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Strategies

e Group Work
e Independent Reading

Resources
e Bible
e Digital

e Handouts
e Notes

Accommodations

e Computers

e Reduced
questioning

e Extratime

e Handouts

e Assistive
Technology

Home Activity or Further Classroom Consolidation

For more in-depth exploration, use excerpts from “A Father Who Keeps his Promises” by
Scott Hahn, Ann Arbor: Charis, 1998. Dr. Hahn is a well known Catholic theologian whose

area of interest is Covenant Theology.
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RAFT activity

Your task is to explain the New Covenant.

Choose one item from each of the columns. Each group will have to create their ‘format’ and
present it to the class. Groups can choose the same thing from the same column as long as
their method of presenting the topic is different. If you would like to present a different format

check with your teacher.

ROLE AUDIENCE FORMAT TOPIC

JESUS Teens (age 13-18) Interview God's Role in the
New Covenant

GOD Non-Christians News Report Jesus' Role in the

New Covenant

EARLY CHRISTIANS Primary Students Poster The Role of the New
(age 6-9) Covenant in the
Modern World
MODERN PEOPLE RCIA Candidates Skit/Play Why a New Covenant

was Needed
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COURSE: HRE20

UNIT 2: PROFESSION OF FAITH

TOPIC 4: Names for Jesus

Guiding Question(s):

What does the divinity of Jesus mean?

How did our understanding of this lead to the Christian creeds?

Teacher Prompt(s):

What are the various titles of Jesus and what is the meaning behind each?

Learning Focus

Divinity of Jesus

Overall Expectations

Specific Expectations

PF1. Faith Foundations: Demonstrate
that God’s Self-gift in Jesus, as Messiah,
established a New Covenant with us;
[CCC nos. 36; 50-53; 65; 430-440; 577-
578; 595-628; 651-655; 1701; 1965-
1974]

PF1.3 demonstrate an understanding of the
Christian community’s appreciation of the
divinity of Jesus (expressed in such titles as
Messiah, Christ, Son of Man, Lord, Son of God,
Saviour), as a foundation for the process which
would lead to the great Christian creeds (e.g.,
Apostles’ Creed, Nicene Creed) [CCC nos. 430-
440]

OCSGE'’s

Catholic Social Teachings

CGE1la - illustrates a basic understanding
of the saving story of our Christian
faith

CGE1li - integrates faith with life

Solidarity: are one human family whatever our
national, racial, ethnic, economic, and
ideological differences. We are our brothers
and sisters keepers, wherever they may be.
Loving our neighbor has global dimensions in a
shrinking world. At the core of the virtue of
solidarity is the pursuit of justice and peace.
Pope Paul VI taught that if you want peace,
work for justice. The Gospel calls us to be
peacemakers. Our love for all our sisters and
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brothers demands that we promote peace in a
world surrounded by violence and conflict.?®

Evidence of Learning

Students can relate some titles attributed to Jesus to his divinity.

Background

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church:

452 The name Jesus means "God saves". The child born of the Virgin Mary is called Jesus,
"for he will save his people from their sins" (Mt 1:21): "there is no other name under
heaven given among men by which we must be saved" (Acts 4:12).

453 The title "Christ" means "Anointed One" (Messiah). Jesus is the Christ, for "God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power" (Acts 10:38). He was the
one "who is to come" (Lk 7:19), the object of "the hope of Israel" (Acts 28:20).

454 The title "Son of God" signifies the unique and eternal relationship of Jesus Christ to
God his Father: he is the only Son of the Father (cf. Jn 1:14, 18; 3:16, 18); he is God himself
(cf. Jn 1:1). To be a Christian, one must believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God (cf. Acts
8:37; 1 Jn 2:23).

455 The title "Lord" indicates divine sovereignty. To confess or invoke Jesus as Lord is to
believe in his divinity. "No one can say 'Jesus is Lord' except by the Holy Spirit' (1 Cor
12:3).

Materials

¢ New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition of the Bible
e Student Activity/Worksheets as appropriate
o Titles of Jesus
TOPIC Activities and Process

Before: Getting Started (consider time lines)

Begin with a prayer.

Brainstorm the names of Jesus. Challenge the students to come up with as many names as
possible.

29 Catholic Social Teaching, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, http://uscch.org/beliefs-and-

teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching.cfm
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During: Action — Working on it

What are the various titles of Jesus and what is the meaning behind each? An activity sheet
is provided Titles of Jesus

Have students use the Bible to look up the following passages and find the name that Jesus
is called in that passage.

For each passage, students are to try to explain what that name means and why it is
significant for the understanding of Jesus’ divine and human duality. Answers provided for
teacher support:

e John 4:25
= 23Byt the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will

worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these
to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must
worship in spirit and truth.” 2> The woman said to him, “I know that
Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will
proclaim all things to us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I am he,!¥ the one who is
speaking to you.”3°

e Jesus is the Promised One who will come to reveal God’s

Kingdom

e Matthew 1:15-17 3!
= and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and

Matthan the father of Jacob, *®and Jacob the father of Joseph the
husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah.?!
1750 all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen
generations; and from David to the deportation to Babylon, fourteen
generations; and from the deportation to Babylon to the
Messiah,/fourteen generations.3?

e Jesus is from the great line of King David — the first King of Israel.

His reign is looked upon as a golden era

30 https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4&version=NRSVCE
31 https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1:15-17&version=NRSVCE

32 http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/history/david_1.shtml
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e Mark1:1-3
* The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2As it is
written in the prophet Isaiah,
“See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,””3
e Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies
e Matthew 9:27-29
= 27 As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, crying
loudly, “Have mercy on us, Son of David!” 2 When he entered the
house, the blind men came to him; and Jesus said to them, “Do you
believe that | am able to do this?” They said to him, “Yes, Lord.” 2 Then
he touched their eyes and said, “According to your faith let it be done to
you.”34
e Jesusis God, Lord of all. This outlines that he is fully divine and
fully human at the same time
e 1John5:20
= 20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us
understanding so that we may know him who is true;’ and we are in
him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal
life.3>
e The reaffirmation of Jesus as God — fully divine and fully human;
God and Jesus are one with the Holy Spirit
e Luke 1:46-48
= 4 And Maryl! said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed,;

33 https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1:1-3&version=NRSVCE
34 https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+9:27-29&version=NRSVCE
35 https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John+5&version=NRSVCE
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mankind3®

God, therefore Jesus, is our Saviour — the Messiah who is promised who will come and save

Take up as a class — point out the key factors in common: all of the names of Jesus reaffirm
his divine and human nature, that he is fulfilment of the Old Testament prophecies and has
come to save all of humankind.

After: Consolidate, Debrief, Reflect and Connect

Compare the list at the end of the activity, with the one from the beginning.

Assessment / Evaluation

Informal feedback

Differentiated Instruction

Strategic pairing; use of audio bibles

Strategies

e Read Aloud
e Note making
e Discussion

Resources
e Bible
e Digital

e Handouts
e Notes

Accommodations

e Computers

e Extratime

e Handouts

e Assistive
Technology

Home Activity or Further Classroom Consolidation

36 https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1:46-48&version=NRSVCE
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Titles of Jesus

For each passage, try to explain what that name of Jesus means and why it is significant for the
understanding of Jesus’ divine and human duality.

e John4:25

e Matthew 1:15-17

e Mark1:1-3

e Matthew 9:27-29

e 1John5:20

e Luke 1:46-48
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COURSE: HRE20 UNIT 2: PROFESSION OF FAITH

TOPIC 5: Knowing Ourselves through Jesus

Guiding Question(s):

What did Jesus live and proclaim to establish a New Covenant with us?

Teacher Prompt(s):

How does Jesus reveal to us God’s love? How is God’s love demonstrated in your own life or
the lives of others? What does it mean to be ‘created, loved and redeemed by God’? What is
God’s grace? How is God’s grace revealed and lived by us?

Learning Focus

God’s love for humanity

Overall Expectations Specific Expectations

PF3. Faith Lived: Demonstrate a PF3.3 present an understanding on God’s desire
profound respect for the dignity [CCC to be known, loved and redeemed through Jesus
no. 2258] and mystery of the human Christ and receiving God’s grace God [CCC nos.
person. [CCC nos. 27; 356-368; 1700- 651-655; 1996-2005]

1709], known, loved and redeemed by
the grace of God. [CCC nos. 1996-2005]

OCSGE’s Catholic Social Teachings

Solidarity: are one human family whatever our
national, racial, ethnic, economic, and ideological
of the saving story of our Christian faith | jifferences. We are our brothers and sisters
CGE1i - integrates faith with life keepers, wherever they may be. Loving our
neighbor has global dimensions in a shrinking
world. At the core of the virtue of solidarity is the
pursuit of justice and peace. Pope Paul VI taught
that if you want peace, work for justice. The
Gospel calls us to be peacemakers. Our love for all
our sisters and brothers demands that we
promote peace in a world surrounded by violence
and conflict.?’

CGE1la - illustrates a basic understanding

37 Catholic Social Teaching, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, http://usccb.org/beliefs-and-

teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching.cfm
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Evidence of Learning

Students can articulate what is meant by God’s grace

Background

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church - GRACE

1996 Our justification comes from the grace of God. Grace is favor, the free and undeserved
help that God gives us to respond to his call to become children of God, adoptive sons,
partakers of the divine nature and of eternal life.%®

1997 Grace is a participation in the life of God. It introduces us into the intimacy of Trinitarian
life: by Baptism the Christian participates in the grace of Christ, the Head of his Body. As an
"adopted son" he can henceforth call God "Father," in union with the only Son. He receives
the life of the Spirit who breathes charity into him and who forms the Church.

1998 This vocation to eternal life is supernatural. It depends entirely on God's gratuitous
initiative, for he alone can reveal and give himself. It surpasses the power of human intellect
and will, as that of every other creature.*’

1999 The grace of Christ is the gratuitous gift that God makes to us of his own life, infused by
the Holy Spirit into our soul to heal it of sin and to sanctify it. It is the sanctifying or deifying
grace received in Baptism. It is in us the source of the work of sanctification:*®

Therefore if any one is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold, the new has come. All this is from God,
who through Christ reconciled us to himself.*°

2000 Sanctifying grace is an habitual gift, a stable and supernatural disposition that perfects
the soul itself to enable it to live with God, to act by his love. Habitual grace, the permanent
disposition to live and act in keeping with God's call, is distinguished from actual graces which
refer to God's interventions, whether at the beginning of conversion or in the course of the
work of sanctification.

2001 The preparation of man for the reception of grace is already a work of grace. This latter
is needed to arouse and sustain our collaboration in justification through faith, and in
sanctification through charity. God brings to completion in us what he has begun, "since he

who completes his work by cooperating with our will began by working so that we might will
it:">0

Indeed we also work, but we are only collaborating with God who works, for his mercy has gone before us. It has gone before us
so that we may be healed, and follows us so that once healed, we may be given life; it goes before us so that we may be called,
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and follows us so that we may be glorified; it goes before us so that we may live devoutly, and follows us so that we may always
live with God: for without him we can do nothing.%!

2002 God's free initiative demands man's free response, for God has created man in his
image by conferring on him, along with freedom, the power to know him and love him. The
soul only enters freely into the communion of love. God immediately touches and directly
moves the heart of man. He has placed in man a longing for truth and goodness that only he
can satisfy. The promises of "eternal life" respond, beyond all hope, to this desire:

If at the end of your very good works . . ., you rested on the seventh day, it was to foretell by the voice of your book that at the
end of our works, which are indeed "very good" since you have given them to us, we shall also rest in you on the sabbath of
eternal life.5?

2003 Grace is first and foremost the gift of the Spirit who justifies and sanctifies us. But grace
also includes the gifts that the Spirit grants us to associate us with his work, to enable us to
collaborate in the salvation of others and in the growth of the Body of Christ, the Church.
There are sacramental graces, gifts proper to the different sacraments. There are
furthermore special graces, also called charisms after the Greek term used by St. Paul and

nmn

meaning "favor," "gratuitous gift," "benefit.">3 Whatever their character - sometimes it is
extraordinary, such as the gift of miracles or of tongues - charisms are oriented toward
sanctifying grace and are intended for the common good of the Church. They are at the

service of charity which builds up the Church.>*

2004 Among the special graces ought to be mentioned the graces of state that accompany
the exercise of the responsibilities of the Christian life and of the ministries within the
Church:

Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our
serving; he who teaches, in his teaching; he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who contributes, in liberality; he who gives aid,
with zeal; he who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.®®

2005 Since it belongs to the supernatural order, grace escapes our experience and cannot be
known except by faith. We cannot therefore rely on our feelings or our works to conclude
that we are justified and saved.>® However, according to the Lord's words "Thus you will
know them by their fruits">’ - reflection on God's blessings in our life and in the lives of the
saints offers us a guarantee that grace is at work in us and spurs us on to an ever greater
faith and an attitude of trustful poverty.

A pleasing illustration of this attitude is found in the reply of St. Joan of Arc to a question posed as a trap by her ecclesiastical

judges: "Asked if she knew that she was in God's grace, she replied: 'If | am not, may it please God to put me in it; if | am, may it
please God to keep me there."®
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Materials

¢ New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition of the Bible
e Student Activity Sheets/Handouts as appropriate
o Parable of the Lost Sheep

TOPIC Activities and Process

Before: Getting Started (consider time lines)

Brainstorm the names of some parables students know

During: Action — Working on it

In the parables; Jesus healing the sick; Jesus showing love and mercy to sinners.

e Example: The Parable of the Lost Sheep (Luke 15:1-7)
15 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2And the
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners
and eats with them.”3So he told them this parable: 4 “Which one of you, having a
hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the
wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? > When he has found it,
he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. ® And when he comes home, he calls together
his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for | have found my
sheep that was lost.” 7 Just so, | tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no
repentance.3®

Students can answer the following questions as a class discussion, small group discussion,
Think-Pair-Share or individually. The questions are also listed in Parable of the Lost Sheep

1. What does this parable tell us about ourselves?
e 2. What message was Jesus trying to tell his followers?

3. What message was Jesus trying to give to the tax collectors and
sinners?
e 4. Whatis the importance of this parable?

5. What can we learn about ourselves through The Parable of the Lost
Sheep?

38 https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A1-7&version=NRSVCE
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e 6. How can we see and recognize Jesus’s love through this parable?

What is God’s Grace?

e Ephesians 2:8-9 - 8For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not
your own doing; it is the gift of God— ? not the result of works, so that no one
may boast.3?

e GRACE - God’s self-gift of love in us; the active presence of God’s love in our
lives®?

Make the following passages available to the students:

= Jeremiah 1:4-6
“Now the word of the LORD came to me saying,® “Before | formed you in the womb |

knew you, and before you were born | consecrated you; | appointed you a prophet to
the nations.”#

o This passage is from the Call of Jeremiah, when Jeremiah is
doubting God’s mission for him. The famous passage “before |
formed you in the womb | knew you” tells us that God knows us to
our inner core and created us as we are

o Sometimes we are hard on ourselves and we focus a lot on our
faults or weaknesses.

* Ephesians 2:4-5%
“But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved
us > even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together
with Christ®'—by grace you have been saved*?.

o Jesus tells us that God loves us and that through God’s grace we
will be saved.

39 https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A8-9&version=NRSVCE
40 canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, In Search of the Good (Ottawa, 2004), pg 100, 113
41 https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+1:4-6&version=NRSVCE

42 https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+2%3A4-5&version=NRSVCE
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Poster Activity

The following Pinterest account and website has a variety of fun/clever posters on Jesus and
God.

e https://www.pinterest.com/pin/351773420878589977/
e http://christianfunnypictures.com/2016/07/catch-up-with-jesus.html

An example:

& RELISH HIM

‘Cuz He loves me
from my head
to-ma-toes

Possible Activity

e Instruct students to go online under teacher guidance. Students go to the links or
other sites and choose a poster. Another option is to choose a few beforehand
and have them printed or saved electronically to show students different
examples or to pass out to groups to discuss and explain

e students then work in pairs, small groups or individually to either:

= A create their own original poster based on God’s grace and/or love (can
be a formative or practice summative activity - rubric based on
achievement chart below)

= B. Choose a poster and explain God’s grace and/or love and how the artist
is demonstrating that in their poster

3 http://christianfunnypictures.com/2016/07/catch-up-with-jesus.html
140



After: Consolidate, Debrief, Reflect and Connect

Ask students to reflect on the Jeremiah 1:4-6 and Ephesians 2:4-5 and respond to the
following questions. This can be used as an “exit ticket” and responses can be used as the

basis for a review/discussion next class

1. What are your biggest weaknesses? How do you think you can turn them into strengths?

2. How is God working through your strengths?

3. Where can you see the love of God alive in your own life? In the lives of others?

(Example — charity work; helping others; being kind; looking out for the less fortunate,

etc.)
4. How is God’s Grace revealed and lived by us

Assessment / Evaluation

Poster rubric

Differentiated Instruction

Strategic pairing; alternates to the poster including computer assisted desing

Strategies Resources
e Read Aloud e Bible
e Discussion e Digital
e Visual/ Graphic Organizer e Handouts
e Internet /technologies e Notes

Accommodations

Reduced questioning
Extra time

Graphic Organizers
Handouts

Assistive Technology

Home Activity or Further Classroom Consolidation
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Parable of the Lost Sheep

1. What does this parable tell us about ourselves?

2. What message was Jesus trying to tell his followers?

3. What message was Jesus trying to give to the tax collectors and sinners?

4. What is the importance of this parable?

5. What can we learn about ourselves through The Parable of the Lost Sheep?

6. How can we see and recognize Jesus’s love through this parable?
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Poster Rubric

Categories

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Knowledge/Understanding — Subject-specific content acquired in each course (knowledge),
and the comprehension of its meaning and significance (understanding)

Knowledge of content demonstrates | demonstrates demonstrates | demonstrates
(e.g. Scripture, creedal | limited some knowledge | considerable thorough
statements, terms, knowledge of | of content knowledge of | knowledge of
moral teachings, content content content
liturgical/sacramental
practices)
Thinking — The use of critical and creative thinking skills and/or processes
Use of processing skills | uses uses processing | uses uses
(e.g. analyzing, prf)cesstmg skills v-wth some prf)cesstmg prf)cesstmg

L . skills with effectiveness skills with skills with a
generating, integrating, | 7 _ _

. limited considerable high degree
synthesizing, ) )

effectiveness effectiveness | of

evaluating, detecting
point of view and bias)

effectiveness

Communication — The conveying of meani

ng through various forms

Communication for
different audiences
(e.g., peers, adults) and
purposes (e.g., to
inform, persuade,
promote) and in oral,
visual, and written
forms

communicates
for different
audiences and
purposes with
limited
effectiveness

communicates
for different
audiences and
purposes with
some
effectiveness

communicates
for different
audiences and
purposes with
considerable
effectiveness

communicate
s for different
audiences
and purposes
with a high
degree of
effectiveness
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Application — The use of knowledge and skills to make connections within and between

various contexts

Transfer of knowledge
and skills to new
contexts (e.g. concepts,
strategies, processes)

transfers
knowledge
and skills to
new contexts
with limited
effectiveness

transfers

knowledge and

skills to new
contexts with
some
effectiveness

transfers
knowledge
and skills to
new contexts
with
considerable
effectiveness

transfers
knowledge
and skills to
new contexts
with a high
degree of
effectiveness
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COURSE: HRE20

UNIT 2: PROFESSION OF FAITH

TOPIC 6: Creeds

Guiding Question(s):

Where do the Christian creeds come from?

How do the Creeds give meaning to our understanding of our faith?

Teacher Prompt(s):

What is the basic understanding of Jesus found in each creed? How are the Creeds similar
and different? What is each Creed revealing to us?

Learning Focus

The Creeds

Overall Expectations

Specific Expectations

PF1. Faith Foundations: Demonstrate
that God’s Self-gift in Jesus, as Messiah,
established a New Covenant with us;
[CCC nos. 36; 50-53; 65; 430-440; 577-
578; 595-628; 651-655; 1701; 1965-
1974]

PF1.3 demonstrate an understanding of the
Christian community’s appreciation of the divinity
of Jesus (expressed in such titles as Messiah,
Christ, Son of Man, Lord, Son of God, Saviour), as
a foundation for the process which would lead to
the great Christian creeds (e.g., Apostles’ Creed,
Nicene Creed) [CCC nos. 430-440]

OCSGE'’s

Catholic Social Teachings

CGE1la - illustrates a basic understanding
of the saving story of our Christian faith

CGE1li - integrates faith with life

Solidarity: are one human family whatever our
national, racial, ethnic, economic, and ideological
differences. We are our brothers and sisters

keepers, wherever they may be. Loving our
neighbor has global dimensions in a shrinking
world. At the core of the virtue of solidarity is the
pursuit of justice and peace. Pope Paul VI taught
that if you want peace, work for justice. The
Gospel calls us to be peacemakers. Our love for all
our sisters and brothers demands that we
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promote peace in a world surrounded by violence
and conflict.**

Evidence of Learning

Students can articulate what the creeds

Background

The Living Tradition of the Church

What is a Creed?*

A creed is a summary of the principal articles of faith professed by a church or
community of believers.

It outlines the statements of faith of a particular religion or group

The Catholic Church has two creeds — the Apostle’s Creed and the Nicene
Creed. Both creeds are structured around the importance of the Trinity

The following information can help students understand the importance of the
Creeds in the Church

In the creed, Catholic profess that the Church is one holy, catholic and
apostolic. They are not tasks, but four essential traits of the Church and its
mission. The Church is one because of the presence of Christ in the Church.
The Church’s unity, holiness, Catholicity and apostolicity are the gifts of the
Holy Spirit. It is our task to make them more visible

The Church is one because it is the sacrament of the risen Christ. The Holy
Spirit joins believers into a unified community. Unity does not mean that the
Church lacks diversity. The Church unites everyone.

The Church is holy because it embodies the love of God that Jesus revealed
through his life, death and resurrection. Holiness arrives as a gift through:
waters of baptism and is nourished by the Eucharist. The source of holiness in
the Church is: agape love or charity. The Church is holy despite many sinners
in its midst.

The Church is Catholic; that is ‘universal’ or ‘in view of the whole’ in two
senses. Christ is the beginning and the end of everything. The Church is

44 Catholic Social Teaching, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, http://usccb.org/beliefs-and-

teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching.cfm

45 Christ and Culture, 179
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Catholic in the sense that it has been sent out to all nations. Where the church
is, Christ is.

e Apostolic means that the Church is founded on the apostles and their mission.
Jesus said that he would build his Church on Peter because of his faith. The
Catholic Church is built upon the faith of the apostles. As the successor of the
apostles, bishops maintain a link with the apostles through the sacrament of
the Holy Orders. The teaching of the Church today is a continuation of the
teaching of the apostles. The Pope, who is the successor Peter, continues to
hand on the Catholic Tradition.*®

e Why are there two creeds?*

= Anancient tradition held that on the day of Pentecost, the Apostles
composed the Apostle’s Creed under the guidance of the Holy Spirit

=  Whether they actually wrote it or not, the Creed is deeply rooted in the
teachings of the Apostles

= |tis considered the “Profession of Faith” in the Catechism

= The substance of the Creed is in the Profession of Faith in Baptism of a
child

= The Nicene Creed is more in depth and was first created at the Council
of Nicea in 325 CE and later reconfirmed at the Council of
Constantinople in 381 CE

= |t’s main purpose was to preserve the Apostle’s Creed and Profession
of Faith and further reinforce the Trinity

=  When an adult is baptized the Profession of Faith is based on the more
detailed Nicene Creed

Materials

¢ New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition of the Bible
e Student Activity/Worksheets as appropriate

o The Apostles’ Creed

o Nicene Creed

46 Christ and Culture, 179
47 http://www.catholiceducation.org/en/culture/catholic-contributions/why-do-catholics-have-two-creeds.html
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TOPIC Activities and Process

Before: Getting Started (consider time lines)

Begin with a prayer.

This very simple 1 minute video can help add a visual to the Apostles Creed:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cQKia38q9Yc The video is from Brother Francis
OnLine.Com While it is indended for elementary kids secondary students might enjoy it.

The word “creed” comes from the Latin word credo, which means “I believe”. The Apostles’
Creed is a summary, or short version, of the beliefs of Jesus’ chosen followers. The Apostles’
Creed is most commonly recited at the beginning of the Rosary, and it is a good one to
memorize. When we say the Creed and believe the words we say we draw close to God. Saint
Ambrose called the Creed “the treasure of our soul”.

During: Action — Working on it

The Apostle’s Creed — Fill in the Blank*®

e Consider using the worksheet for the students by omitting the underlined
words/phrases with the clues in brackets. As a class, have students work to use the
clues to fill in the blanks and then follow along with the teacher and fill in the blanks
and make sure they are all correct, discussing each statement as they take it up

The Apostle’s Creed

The word “creed” comes from the Latin word credo, which means “I believe”. The Apostles’
Creed is a summary, or short version, of the beliefs of Jesus’ chosen followers. The Apostles’
Creed is most commonly recited at the beginning of the Rosary, and it is a good one to
memorize. When we say the Creed and believe the words we say we draw close to God. Saint
Ambrose called the Creed “the treasure of our soul”.

48 100 Activities Based on the Catechism of the Catholic Church. (Ignatius Press, San Francisco, California, 1996),

page 41.
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Using the clues below each ling, fill in the blanks to complete the Apostles’ Creed. A
worksheet is provided. The Apostles’ Creed

1. |believe in God, the Father Almighty (First person of the Blessed Trinity), Creator

of heaven (our true home) and earth;
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son (male child), our Lord;

3. Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit (third person of the Trinity), born of the Virgin
Mary (Jesus’ mother);

4. Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified (executed on a cross), died and was
buried.
He descended into hell.

6. On the third (between second and fourth) day He rose again from the dead;

7. He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right (opposite of left) hand of God the
Father Almighty;

8. From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead (not living).

9. | believe (put faith in) in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church (communion of
believers), the communion of Saints (holy people)

10. The forgiveness of sins (moral wrongs), the resurrection of the body,

11. And life (opposite of death) everlasting. Amen.

The Nicene Creed*®

e Consider using the following as a handout to students Nicene Creed

e Could also have students answer the questions that follow and take up as a class. You
can hand out the questions as a question/answer sheet or display the questions
electronically for students to refer to, or give them out in an appropriate format.

The Nicene Creed

At each Sunday Mass, after the priest [or deacon] gives a homily, we stand together and
“profess our faith”, that is, recite a summary of the most important beliefs we share as
members of the Church. The profession of faith we make is usually the Nicene Creed. This
Creed (“creed” comes from the Latin word credo, or “I believe”) was composed as a result of
two great councils of bishops, help in the cities of Nicaea and Constantinople in the fourth
century. Think of it: for sixteen centuries Catholics have professed this same summary of our
faith!

49100 Activities Based on the Catechism of the Catholic Church. (Ignatius Press, San Francisco, California, 1996),
page 42-43.
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Read over the Creed. Then answer the questions below.

1.

8.
9.

| believe in one God, the Father, almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is
visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father
before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation he come down from heaven: by the power of the
Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became a man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death, and was buried.
And rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. Who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets.

| believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

| confess on Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

10. And | look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.

Amen

Next look at the Nicene Creed, and answer the following questions. Refer to the words of
the Nicene Creed to answer the following questions.

1.

What personal name do we use when we talk about, or to, the Almighty God, Creator
of everything?

The Son of God was not created by God, as Adam was. In a way that is beyond our
human understanding, he comes from the Father while always existing with the
Father. What two words in the Creed express this mystery?

Why did the Son of God become man?

What was the name of the Roman ruler who permitted the crucifixions of Jesus
Christ?

What three things did Jesus willingly undergo “for our sake”?

Jesus’ coming, his death, and his Resurrection were not an accident, but part of God’s
eternal plan. What do we call the writings in which this plan of salvation is revealed?
Where is Christ now?
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8. The first time the Son of God came to earth it was in humility; only those with faith
recognized him. When he comes a second and final time, all will recognize him, and
his authority will be complete. How will he come?

9. The Holy Spirit comes from the Father and the Son, yet is just as fully God; the Three
Persons are One. What sentence is the Creed expresses this equality?

10. Through whom has the Holy Spirit spoken?

11. What are the four characteristics, or marks, of Christ’s Church?

12. What is the primary sacrament for the forgiveness of sins?

13. The Christian need not fear his own death nor the end of the world as we know it.
What two things do we hope for?

After: Consolidate, Debrief, Reflect and Connect

Review what the creeds cover

Assessment / Evaluation

Informal feedback

Differentiated Instruction

Pairing of students as needed; do work orally; provide word bank

Strategies Resources Accommodations
e Read Aloud e Bible e Computers
e Prompts e Digital e Reduced questioning
e Discussion e Handouts e Extratime
e Notes e Handouts
e Assistive Technology

Home Activity or Further Classroom Consolidation

Discuss which creed they prefer and why
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The Apostles’ Creed

1. | believein God, (First person of the Blessed Trinity), Creator of

(our true home) and earth;

2. Andin Jesus Christ, His only __ (male child), our Lord;

3. Who was conceived by the (third person of the Trinity), born of the Virgin
(Jesus” mother);

4. Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was (executed on a cross), died and was buried.

5. He descended into hell.

6. Onthe (between second and fourth) day He rose again from the dead;

7. He ascended into heaven, is seated at the (opposite of left) hand of God the
Father Almighty;

8. From there He shall come to judge the living and the (not living).

9. | (put faith in) in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic communion of
believers), the communion of ------------ (holy people)

10. The forgiveness of (moral wrongs), the resurrection of the body,

11. And (opposite of death) everlasting. Amen.
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Nicene Creed

| believe in one God, the Father, almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is visible and
invisible.

| believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all
ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation he come down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became a man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death, and was buried.

And rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son. Who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets.

| believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
| confess on Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
And | look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.

Amen

Refer to the words of the Nicene Creed to answer the following questions.

1. What personal name do we use when we talk about, or to, the Almighty God, Creator of
everything?

2. The Son of God was not created by God, as Adam was. In a way that is beyond our
human understanding, he comes from the Father while always existing with the Father.
What two words in the Creed express this mystery?

3. Why did the Son of God become man?

4. What was the name of the Roman ruler who permitted the crucifixions of Jesus Christ?
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10.

11.

12.

13.

What three things did Jesus willingly undergo “for our sake”?

Jesus’ coming, his death, and his Resurrection were not an accident, but part of God’s
eternal plan. What do we call the writings in which this plan of salvation is revealed?

Where is Christ now?

The first time the Son of God came to earth it was in humility; only those with faith
recognized him. When he comes a second and final time, all will recognize him, and his
authority will be complete. How will he come?

The Holy Spirit comes from the Father and the Son, yet is just as fully God; the Three
Persons are One. What sentence is the Creed expresses this equality?

Through whom has the Holy Spirit spoken?

What are the four characteristics, or marks, of Christ’s Church?

What is the primary sacrament for the forgiveness of sins?

The Christian need not fear his own death nor the end of the world as we know it. What
two things do we hope for?
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COURSE: HRE20

UNIT 2: PROFESSION OF FAITH

TOPIC 7: Mary, Mother of God

Guiding Question(s):

How is Mary central to our Catholic faith?

Teacher Prompt(s):

Why do we call Mary the ‘Mother of God’ and the ‘Mother of the Church’?

What role did Mary play in God’s plan for salvation? What kind of humanity was she able to
pass on to Jesus by her preservation from sin (Immaculate Conception)?

How have the saints assisted in God’s plan for salvation? What is meant by the ‘Communion
of Saints’? Who were some of the saints who in crossing cultural barriers delivered the
teachings of Jesus? How are we members of the ‘Communion of Saints’?

Learning Focus

Mary

Overall Expectations

Specific Expectations

PF2. Faith Seeking Understanding:
Analyze the role of the Holy Spirit in the
lives of the early Church, the People of
God, who were the first witnhesses in
God’s plan for salvation; [CCC nos. 687-
701; 736; 781-786; 946-948; 963-972;
1695; 1830-1832]

PF2.3 demonstrate an understanding of Mary’s
role in salvation as Mother of God and Mother
of the Church [CCC nos. 963-972]

PF2.4 demonstrate an understanding of the
importance of the Communion of Saints (e.g.,
the Apostles, Mary, St. Augustine, St. Thomas
Agquinas, St. Catherine of Siena, Canadian saints,
etc.) for salvation [CCC nos. 946-948]

OCSGE'’s

Catholic Social Teachings

CGE1la - illustrates a basic understanding
of the saving story of our Christian faith

CGE1li - integrates faith with life

Solidarity: are one human family whatever our
national, racial, ethnic, economic, and
ideological differences. We are our brothers and
sisters keepers, wherever they may be. Loving
our neighbor has global dimensions in a
shrinking world. At the core of the virtue of
solidarity is the pursuit of justice and peace.
Pope Paul VI taught that if you want peace,
work for justice. The Gospel calls us to be
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peacemakers. Our love for all our sisters and
brothers demands that we promote peacein a
world surrounded by violence and conflict.>®

Evidence of Learning

Students can explain the role of Mary in the Catholic faith.

Background

Information on Mary, Mother of Jesus Christ and the Church, from the Catechism of the
Catholic Church

ARTICLE 9 "I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY CATHOLIC CHURCH"
Paragraph 6. Mary - Mother of Christ, Mother of the Church

963 Since the Virgin Mary's role in the mystery of Christ and the Spirit has been treated, it is
fitting now to consider her place in the mystery of the Church. "The Virgin Mary . . . is
acknowledged and honored as being truly the Mother of God and of the redeemer. . .. She
is 'clearly the mother of the members of Christ' . .. since she has by her charity joined in
bringing about the birth of believers in the Church, who are members of its head."

"Mary, Mother of Christ, Mother of the Church."
. MARY'S MOTHERHOOD WITH REGARD TO THE CHURCH
Wholly united with her Son . ..

964 Mary's role in the Church is inseparable from her union with Christ and flows directly
from it. "This union of the mother with the Son in the work of salvation is made manifest
from the time of Christ's virginal conception up to his death"; it is made manifest above all
at the hour of his Passion:

Thus the Blessed Virgin advanced in her pilgrimage of faith, and faithfully persevered in her
union with her Son unto the cross. There she stood, in keeping with the divine plan,
enduring with her only begotten Son the intensity of his suffering, joining herself with his
sacrifice in her mother's heart, and lovingly consenting to the immolation of this victim,
born of her: to be given, by the same Christ Jesus dying on the cross, as a mother to his
disciple, with these words: "Woman, behold your son."

50 catholic Social Teaching, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, http://usccb.org/beliefs-and-
teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching.cfm
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965 After her Son's Ascension, Mary "aided the beginnings of the Church by her prayers." In
her association with the apostles and several women, "we also see Mary by her prayers
imploring the gift of the Spirit, who had already overshadowed her in the Annunciation."

... alsoin her Assumption

966 "Finally the Immaculate Virgin, preserved free from all stain of original sin, when the
course of her earthly life was finished, was taken up body and soul into heavenly glory, and
exalted by the Lord as Queen over all things, so that she might be the more fully conformed
to her Son, the Lord of lords and conqueror of sin and death." The Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin is a singular participation in her Son's Resurrection and an anticipation of the
resurrection of other Christians:

In giving birth you kept your virginity; in your Dormition you did not leave the world, O
Mother of God, but were joined to the source of Life. You conceived the living God and, by
your prayers, will deliver our souls from death

... sheis our Mother in the order of grace

967 By her complete adherence to the Father's will, to his Son's redemptive work, and to
every prompting of the Holy Spirit, the Virgin Mary is the Church's model of faith and
charity. Thus she is a "preeminent and . . . wholly uniqgue member of the Church"; indeed,
she is the "exemplary realization" (typus) of the Church.

968 Her role in relation to the Church and to all humanity goes still further. "In a wholly
singular way she cooperated by her obedience, faith, hope, and burning charity in the
Savior's work of restoring supernatural life to souls. For this reason she is a mother to us in
the order of grace."

969 "This motherhood of Mary in the order of grace continues uninterruptedly from the
consent which she loyally gave at the Annunciation and which she sustained without
wavering beneath the cross, until the eternal fulfillment of all the elect. Taken up to heaven
she did not lay aside this saving office but by her manifold intercession continues to bring us
the gifts of eternal salvation . . . . Therefore the Blessed Virgin is invoked in the Church
under the titles of Advocate, Helper, Benefactress, and Mediatrix."

970 "Mary's function as mother of men in no way obscures or diminishes this unique
mediation of Christ, but rather shows its power. But the Blessed Virgin's salutary influence
on men.. . flows forth from the superabundance of the merits of Christ, rests on his
mediation, depends entirely on it, and draws all its power from it." "No creature could ever
be counted along with the Incarnate Word and Redeemer; but just as the priesthood of
Christ is shared in various ways both by his ministers and the faithful, and as the one
goodness of God is radiated in different ways among his creatures, so also the unique
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mediation of the Redeemer does not exclude but rather gives rise to a manifold
cooperation which is but a sharing in this one source."

*1I. DEVOTION TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN

971 "All generations will call me blessed": "The Church's devotion to the Blessed Virgin is
intrinsic to Christian worship." The Church rightly honors "the Blessed Virgin with special
devotion. From the most ancient times the Blessed Virgin has been honored with the title of
'Mother of God,' to whose protection the faithful fly in all their dangers and needs. . . . This
very special devotion . . . differs essentially from the adoration which is given to the
incarnate Word and equally to the Father and the Holy Spirit, and greatly fosters this
adoration." The liturgical feasts dedicated to the Mother of God and Marian prayer, such as
the rosary, an "epitome of the whole Gospel," express this devotion to the Virgin Mary.

[ll. MARY - ESCHATOLOGICAL ICON OF THE CHURCH

972 After speaking of the Church, her origin, mission, and destiny, we can find no better
way to conclude than by looking to Mary. In her we contemplate what the Church already is
in her mystery on her own "pilgrimage of faith," and what she will be in the homeland at
the end of her journey. There, "in the glory of the Most Holy and Undivided Trinity," "in the
communion of all the saints," the Church is awaited by the one she venerates as Mother of
her Lord and as her own mother. In the meantime the Mother of Jesus, in the glory which
she possesses in body and soul in heaven, is the image and beginning of the Church as it is
to be perfected in the world to come. Likewise she shines forth on earth until the day of the
Lord shall come, a sign of certain hope and comfort to the pilgrim People of God.

IN BRIEF

973 By pronouncing her "fiat" at the Annunciation and giving her consent to the
Incarnation, Mary was already collaborating with the whole work her Son was to
accomplish. She is mother wherever he is Savior and head of the Mystical Body.

974 The Most Blessed Virgin Mary, when the course of her earthly life was completed, was
taken up body and soul into the glory of heaven, where she already shares in the glory of
her Son's Resurrection, anticipating the resurrection of all members of his Body.

975 "We believe that the Holy Mother of God, the new Eve, Mother of the Church,
continues in heaven to exercise her maternal role on behalf of the members of Christ" (Paul
VI, CPG § 15).

The Four Dogmas About Mary

There are four dogmas that the Church maintains about Mary:

1. The Immaculate Conception
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The Catholic Church teaches that at the time of her conception, Mary was preserved from
the stain of original sin.

2. The Divine Motherhood of Mary

The Catholic Church teaches that Jesus was conceived in the womb of Mary without human
seed; Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit.

3. The Perpetual Virginity of Mary

The Catholic Church teaches that Mary’s virginity was maintained before, during and after
the birth of Jesus. His birth sanctified her virginity. The Church teaches that Jesus was
Mary’s only son and that any mention of Jesus’ “brothers and sisters” refer to close
relations. >l

4. The Assumption of Mary into Heaven

With its meaning being contained in divine Revelation, the Church teaches that the
Assumption:

“...may be understood as the logical conclusion of Mary's vocation on earth, and the way
she lived her life in union with God and her mission. The assumption may be seen as a
consequence of Divine Motherhood. Being through, with, and for her Son on earth, it would
seem fitting for Mary to be through, with, and for her Son in heaven, too. She was on earth
the generous associate of her Son. The Assumption tells us that this association continues in
heaven. Mary is indissolubly linked to her Son on earth and in heaven.”>?

Materials

¢ New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition of the Bible
e Student Activity/Worksheets as appropriate
o Mary in Scripture

TOPIC Activities and Process

Before: Getting Started (consider time lines)

Begin with a prayer (and a Marian prayer would be most appropriate). The University of
Dayton hosts the International Marian Research Institute. Its website has many Marian

aw_n

prayers (search under “p” for prayer): https://udayton.edu/imri/mary/p/index.php

51 http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/resources/mary/general-information/the-four-marian-dogmas/

52 http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/resources/mary/general-information/the-four-marian-dogmas/
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Mary, Mother of the Church®3

e The Apostle’s Creed declares the birth of Jesus from the Virgin Mary

e Mary is Jesus’ first and greatest disciple by saying “YES” to the angel and conceiving
Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit

e Mary showed her faith in God by saying yes to him and to being the mother of God,
even though she didn’t know all that would face her

e Mary was a perpetual virgin — she was a virgin and remained a virgin for her entire
life. Jesus was her only child, conceived of the Holy Spirit

e By saying yes to God, Mary was preserved from Original Sin — this is called the
Immaculate Conception

e Pope Paul IV named Mary the Mother of the Church

e Mary is very important in the Church and is honoured in many ways. The month of
May is dedicated to Mary. The Rosary is said on Mary’s behalf. Catholics ask Mary
to intercede on their behalf and ask

e Share the information about Mary from the Catechism of the Catholic Church>* with
students

e Pope Francis instituted a new Marian feast day: Memorial of Mary, Mother of the
Church. ltis to be celebrated in all Catholic churches around the world, on the day
after Pentecost. Pentecost is traditionally held to be the birthday of the Church, so
it is appropriate that the next day we celebrate Mary, as the mother of the Church.
http://www.vatican.va/roman curia/congregations/ccdds/documents/rc con ccdd

s doc 20180211 decreto-mater-ecclesiae en.html

During: Action — Working on it

Video: This video by Busted Halo entitled “Mary in Two Minutes” is a good explanation in
language students can understand: http://bustedhalo.com/video/mary-in-two-minutes

Mary, mother of Jesus, is the first disciple of Jesus and the greatest saint. She was given the
most important role in history when the Angel Gabriel approached her and informed her
that God had chosen her to be the one who would bring the Messiah into the world. She
freely accepted God’s will with all her heart! She faithfully served Jesus during his early

53 http://www.foryourmarriage.org/what-does-the-church-believe-about-mary/
54 Catechism of the Catholic Church, 963-975
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years, later on throughout his ministry, and then stood as a witness to his passion and
death at the foot of the cross. Mary’s role in our Church is always connected to Jesus. We
honour Mary and ask for her intercessions that she help carry our prayers to her son.

e The following activity is a way to discover the significant role of Mary in our Church.

Material is given in the Student Activity Sheet: Mary in Scripture

e Read the biblical passages below, and indicate what each passage reveals about

Mary and her relationship with her son.

= Luke 1: 26-27

= Luke1:28
= Luke 1:31-33
= Luke 1: 35

=  Luke 2:15-19
= Luke 2:28-35
=  Luke 2:48-51
= John2:1-5

= John 19:25-27

Question for discussion: How does Mary’s faithful service to her son, on earth and in
heaven, provide us with an example of what it means to be Church?

Teacher references for each passage:

(@)

Luke 1: 26-27 God sends the Angel Gabriel to Nazareth to Mary, who was
engaged to Joseph. Mary was a virgin. (Mary is pure of heart)

Luke 1: 28 The angel gives Mary greetings on behalf of God and tells her that
God favours her. (Mary is full of God’s grace)

Luke 1:31-33 The angel tells Mary that she will bear a son, conceived by the
Holy Spirit, that she will name him Jesus and that God will give Him the
throne of His ancestor, David, and His kingdom will have no end. She
accepts! (Mary trusts God)

Luke 1: 35 Mary’s son will be holy, He is the Son of God.

Luke 2: 15-19 The shepherds, after being visited by the angels, go to
Bethlehem and find Mary, Joseph and Jesus lying in a manager, as foretold to
them by the angels. They told Mary what the angels had said and she
treasured all these words in her heart. (Mary is in awe of God’s promises)
Luke 2: 28-35 Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to present him at the Temple,
according to Jewish tradition. There, Simeon proclaims that now his time has
come as God has finally shown him God'’s salvation. Mary (and Joseph) are
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(@)

(@)

amazed at what Simeon says: that Jesus will be responsible for the rise and
fall of many and that Mary will also suffer as her son fulfills God’s plan for
salvation. (Mary knows that she, too, may suffer as she faithfully serves her
son)

Luke 2: 48-51 When Mary found Jesus in the Temple, he explained he was in
his Father’s house so there was no need for them to worry. Jesus was then
obedient to his parents. Mary treasured all these things in her heart. (Mary
understands Jesus’ relationship to God, his Father)

John 2: 1-5 At the wedding feast at Cana, Jesus performs his first miracle. In
this event, Mary surrenders her authority to her son, as she tells the servants
to do whatever her son instructs them to do. (Mary humbly surrenders to
the authority of the Son)

John 19:25-27 Jesus sees his mother, Mary standing at the foot of the cross,
and he entrusts her to John, the Beloved, and entrusts John to Mary. (Jesus
gives Mary to the Church, and she continues to be a connection between
humanity and the Son)

After: Consolidate, Debrief, Reflect and Connect

Have students reflect on their new understanding about Mary
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Assessment / Evaluation

Informal feedback during discussion

Differentiated Instruction

Students can listen to audio excerpts for Bible passages

Strategies

Read Aloud
Independent Reading
Note making
Discussion
Multimedia

Resources
e Bible
e Digital

e Handouts
e Notes

Accommodations

e Computers

e Reduced
questioning

e Extratime

e Graphic Organizers

e Handouts

e Assistive
Technology

Home Activity or Further Classroom Consolidation

Ask family what Marian devotions are popular in the family/culture/community
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Mary in Scripture

Figure 5: The Virgin Mother in Prayer

Read the biblical passages below.

What does each passage reveals about Mary and her relationship with her son.?

Luke 1: 26-27
Luke 1: 28
Luke 1:31-33
Luke 1: 35
Luke 2:15-19
Luke 2: 28-35
Luke 2: 48-51
John 2:1-5
John 19:25-27

How does Mary’s faithful service to her son, on earth and in heaven, provide us with an
example of what it means to be Church?
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COURSE: HRE20

UNIT 2: PROFESSION OF FAITH

TOPIC 8: The Holy Spirit

Guiding Question(s):
Who is the Holy Spirit?

Teacher Prompt(s):

How can the Holy Spirit be of assistance to us? What is the significance of Pentecost?

What is metanoia (transformation, conversion, repentance, change of mind and thus
heart)? How does metanoia impact the believer?

What are the gifts of the Holy Spirit and how do they assist one? What are the fruits of the
Holy Spirit? Based on the gifts and the fruits of the Holy Spirit, how does the Holy Spirit call
us to live? What do we learn about the role of the Holy Spirit in Jesus’ temptations?

Learning Focus

The Holy Spirit

Overall Expectations

Specific Expectations

PF2. Faith Seeking Understanding:
Analyze the role of the Holy Spirit in the
lives of the early Church, the People of
God, who were the first witnhesses in
God’s plan for salvation; [CCC nos.687-
701; 736; 781-786; 946-948; 963-972;
1695; 1830-1832]

PF2.1 analyze the ways in which openness to
the Holy Spirit (e.g., The Advocate- John 14.15-
31; Pentecost- Acts 2.1-13; Baptism of Jesus-
Matthew 3.13-17, Mark 1.9-11, Luke 3.21-22 or
John 1.32-34; The Temptations of Jesus-
Matthew 4.1-11 or Luke 4.1-13; Gifts of the Holy
Spirit- Isaiah 11.1-2; Fruits of the Holy Spirit-
Galatians 5.22-23) strengthens Christians to
meet the challenges of discipleship salvation
[CCC nos. 687-701; 736; 1695; 1830-1832]

OCSGE'’s

Catholic Social Teachings

CGE1la - illustrates a basic understanding
of the saving story of our Christian
faith

CGE1li - integrates faith with life

Solidarity: are one human family whatever our
national, racial, ethnic, economic, and
ideological differences. We are our brothers and
sisters keepers, wherever they may be. Loving
our neighbor has global dimensions in a
shrinking world. At the core of the virtue of
solidarity is the pursuit of justice and peace.
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Pope Paul VI taught that if you want peace,
work for justice. The Gospel calls us to be
peacemakers. Our love for all our sisters and
brothers demands that we promote peace in a
world surrounded by violence and conflict.>®

Evidence of Learning

Students can articulate what the Holy Spirit is.

Background

What is the Holy Spirit? (From a TOPIC from https://www.thereligionteacher.com/holy-
spirit-TOPIC-plan/)

= The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity
Even though we cannot see the Holy Spirit, he is present around us just like
the wind. And, just like the wind pushes a leaf through the air, the Holy Spirit
guides us through life.>®

Materials

¢ New Revised Standard Version, Catholic Edition of the Bible
e A small electric fan; a small wastebasket; several pieces of balled up paper
e Student Activity Sheet/Handouts as appropriate:
o Scripture Activity — The Holy Spirit
TOPIC Activities and Process

Before: Getting Started (consider time lines)

Begin with a prayer. A prayer to the Holy Spirit would be most appropriate.

Ask a few students to volunteer to try to throw the paper in the wastebasket

Direct the fan so that it blows their paper away from the wastebasket — you can do
this manually and with different speeds.

55 Catholic Social Teaching, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, http://usccb.org/beliefs-and-
teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching.cfm

56 https://www.thereligionteacher.com/holy-spirit-TOPIC-plan/
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Students should have some difficulty getting the paper in the wastebasket before
finally getting it in strong wind from the fan to less wind from the fan)

Ask the students:

1. Why was it so difficult to get the ball in the trash can? (Because the fan blew
the ball out of the way.)

